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III. Mermaid Song
Once she told me she was an ocean person
& when she combed her fingers through 
the seaweed she heard the songs of the 
mermaids & it was easy to believe all
the old stories

IV. Pools of Light
My favorite time of day is just after dark 
when all the thoughts of what must be done
 stop & small pools of light come alive on 
tired faces everywhere.

Gyil Music…The Gyil is a 14-note pentatonic xylophone with gourd resonators. All of the 
gourds on the instrument have white fiber paper pasted over holes to create the buzzing 
sound similar to a kazoo. Bewa and High Life are both pieces written for Gyil (Ghanaian 
xylophone). I had the opportunity to learn these from Bernard Woma while in Ghana, 
Africa, this past summer. Bewa is a traditional secular piece of song and dance. The entire 
community participates in the performance of this piece by singing and dancing. High Life is 
a secular piece composed by Bernard Woma based on simple motives that are developed and 
improvised on throughout the performance.
 – Robert Zolnowski

Fear of the Hunted…Imagine yourself standing in the middle of the mall. Suddenly, the 
person next to you answers their phone then promptly drops their bags. Before you can say 
anything, you notice others dropping their bags and running. In the midst of your own 
panic, you hear an announcement over the loud speakers. “Ladies and gentlemen, we ask that 
you please remain calm. The President of the United States has announced that we are under 
a nuclear attack. Everyone is to take immediate…”
Fear of the hunted starts your journey from that very moment.

 In the first section, The Hunted, time unravels slowly. In the nuclear attack, much like 
an outbreak of cholera, you have time to fear Death. Moments of denial and sheer panic 
overwhelm your every move. You watch in terror, as Death arcs overhead. As the first section 
ends, bombs explode on the nearest major city.

 Thousands of souls wash over you as Death’s angels start the second section, The Arrival. 
Much like an epidemic, friends and family members begin to die from contamination. You 
realize that even your own survival is no longer a possibility. Your body becomes a slave to 
Death’s angels, for you have been infected as well. Your heart pounds with panic as death lifts 
you by the throat into the air. His grip steals your last breath.

No one dies peacefully, not in their final moments, not with their last breath
 – Dustin Lowes



– PROGRAM –

The Recital Piece .................................................................William L. Cahn
   (b. 1946)

Beads of Glass ......................................................................... Gordon Stout 
   (b. 1952)

 
Timeless ............................................................................…Michael Burritt

    (b. 1962)

– INTERMISSION –

Strange Dreams ................................................................Nathan Daughtrey
 I. Unheard Music (b. 1975) 
 II. Ballerina Mom (stories by Brian Andreas)
 III. Mermaid Song
 IV. Pools of Light
 

Selections of Gyil Music ...................................................Ghana West Africa
 I. High Life (Bernard Woma)
 II. Bewa (Traditional)

Fear of the Hunted .................................................................. Dustin Lowes
   (b. 1982)
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Audience members are reminded to silence alarm watches, pagers, and cellular 
phones before the performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law,  

no unauthorized recording or photographing is allowed in the hall.  
The Moore Musical Arts Center is a nonsmoking facility.

  
– PROGRAM NOTES –

The Recital Piece, subtitled “A Drama for Solo Xylophonist” was composed in 1976, and it is 
dedicated to Robin Engelman who gave the piece its premiere performance. The work was 
written during a period of experimentation on the nature of music-making and in particu-
lar following several compositions which experimented with “silent music,” in which the 
performer goes through every physical motion and thought associated with playing their 
instrument, except that no physical sounds are produced, the idea being to create a musical 
communication without sound. 

 The Recital Piece varied this concept by attempting to open-up the mind of the perform-
er to the audience, and in addition, to share certain musical aspects of the composer’s think-
ing with the audience. The piece deals directly with such aesthetic concerns as the interaction 
of words and musical sounds, the nature of musical form and content, and the nature of 
performance, itself.

– William Cahn

Strange Dreams, four vignettes for clarinet and marimba, is based on the poetry of StoryPeo-
ple creator Brian Andreas. Strange Dreams illustrates each story with unique colors. The first 
movement, Unheard Music, features a four-note ostinato in the marimba part with a soaring 
melody in the clarinet. Roles are reversed toward the middle of the movement. The second 
movement, Ballerina Mom, is a rather lop-sided dance with a pattern of 3 6/8 bars and a 7/8 
bar. Short and sweet. The third movement, Mermaid Song, opens with the ethereal theme in 
the rolled marimba before moving into a bubbly sextuplet feel. The final movement, Pools 
of Light, is a fast and furious update of the two-part invention with wonderful interplay 
between the two instruments.

– Nathan Daughtrey

I. Unheard Music
Don’t you hear it? She asked & I shook
My head no & then she started to dance & 
Suddenly there was music everywhere &
It went on for a very long time & when
I finally found words all I could say was thank you

II. Ballerina Mom
Whenever she stood in line at the
Bank or while waiting for the bus,
I noticed her feet. The right always in 
front & perpendicular to the left just so,
Even after 2 children she still dreamed of
being a dancer.


