
Yes                                

No                                

Yes                                
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I am not in a steady relationship right now
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I am in a steady relationship with a man and

    we do not live together
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Are you currently living as a couple with a 

woman (man if respondent is a man) at least 

part of the time? IF ASKED: By couple we mean 

romantically involved, not just roommates?

Have you ever lived as a couple with a woman 

(man if respondent is a man)?

Not counting any current partner) How many 

(other) women (men if respondent is a man) 

have you lived with as a couple?

Which of the following best describes your 

current relationship situation?
I am in a steady relationship with a woman

    and we live together
I am in a steady relationship with a man and

    we live together
I am in a steady relationship with a woman

    and we do not live together
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Question Crosswalk
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Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

97-13

97-13

Is (your/[NAME]'s) spouse living in the 

household?

(Are you/Is [NAME]) now married, widowed, 

divorced, separated, never married, or living 

with a partner?

Are you currently living as a partner with 

someone?
05-12

Before we discuss your relationship with 

[PARTNER /People listed above], tell me 

please, have you had any other marriages or 

marriage-like relationships with a partner 

where you had established one household and 

lived together since the last interview on [DLI]?

05-11

Before we discuss your relationship with 

[PARTNER /People listed above], tell me 

please, have you had any other marriages or 

marriage-like relationships with a partner 

where you had established one household and 

lived together in a sexual relationship for a 

period of at least three months since the last 

interview on [DLI]?

12
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Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since [DLI], did you ever live with this partner?

Yes

No

Did you ever live with this partner again?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Since the date of our last interview on [DLI], 

have you lived with a partner in a marriage-like 

relationship where you established one 

household and lived together?
05-11

Since the last interview on [DLI], have you 

been in a marriage or marriage-like 

relationship with any of the people on this list? 05-12

05-12

05-12

Since the date of our last interview on [DLI], 

have you lived with a partner in a marriage-like 

relationship where you established one 

household and lived together in a sexual 

relationship for a period of at least three 

months?

12

05-12

Does the partner you were living with at the 

time of the last interview currently live in your 

household?
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Select to continue

Select if R volunteers a correction

Select to continue

Select if R volunteers a correction

Yes

No

12

05-12

These next questions are about marriages and 

marriage-like relationships. In a marriage, 

there may be times when a husband and wife 

live in different households. In this study we 

define a marriage-like relationship as a sexual 

relationship in which partners establish one 

household and live together. When we talked 

to you during our last interview in [DLI], you 

were in a marriage-like relationship with [DLI 

PARTNER) at that time.

05-11

These next questions are about marriages and 

marriage-like relationships. In a marriage, 

there may be times when a husband and wife 

live in different households. In this study we 

define a marriage-like relationship as a sexual 

relationship in which partners establish one 

household and live together for a period of at 

least three months. When we talked to you 

during our last interview in [DLI], you were in a 

marriage-like relationship with [DLI PARTNER) 

at that time.

Does that spouse or partner currently live in 

your household?
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Yes

No

Break-up

Annulment, nothing legal

Legal separation only (no legal divorce)

Legal divorce

We are still dating

We are married

We are no longer together

We are still dating

We are married

We are no longer together

05-12

05-12

R & spouse/partner are still together, but not

    living together
R & Spouse are still married, but do not live

    together

We are currently living together, but not

    married

We are currently living together, but not

    married

05-11

05-11

So just to check, you are still living with this 

partner in a marriage-like relationship where 

you have established one household together?

What is the current status of your relationship 

with this partner? (How did this relationship 

finally end?)

At the time of the last interview, you said you 

were dating [NAME]. What best describes your 

current relationship with [partner at the last 

interview]?

What best describes your current relationship 

with [dating partner/spouse]?
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Spouse (husband/wife)
.
.
.

Unmarried Partner

Other relative

Housemate/roommate

Other nonrelative

Roomer/Boarder 

What is your relationship to [SAMPLE CHILD]?
.
.
.

Parent’s boyfriend/male partner

Parent’s girlfriend/female partner

Parent’s partner, but sex refused

.

.

.

Parent’s boyfriend/male partner

Parent’s girlfriend/female partner

Parent’s partner, but sex refused

Other non-relative or friend

For the other people that live in your 

household with you and [SAMPLE CHILD], what 

is their relationship to [SAMPLE CHILD]? Mark 

all that apply.

11

What is (your/[NAME]'s) relationship to 

([Reference Person's NAME]/you)?

97-13

In addition to you and [SAMPLE CHILD], I have 

that [NUMBER] (other person lives/other 

people live) in your household. What is their 

relationship to [SAMPLE CHILD]? Mark all that 

apply.

11

Household Roster-Based Measures

04, 08
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Spouse (Husband/Wife)

Unmarried Partner
.
.
.

Housemate/Roommate

Other nonrelative

Roomer/Boarder

If not obvious, ask:

Spouse (Husband/Wife)

Unmarried Partner
.
.
.

Housemate/Roommate

Roomer/Boarder

Other Non-relative of reference person

What is [NAME]'s relationship to [NAME]?

Spouse (Husband/Wife)

Unmarried Partner
.
.
.

Housemate/Roommate

Roomer/Boarder

Other Non-Relative of Reference Person

How (are/is) ([NAME]/you) related to ([REF 

PERSON'S NAME]/you)?

62-13

What is (your/[NAME]) relationship to [NAME 

REFERENCE PERSON]?

07, 09, 

11

90-1096-13

99, 01, 

03, 05

04, 08
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.

.

.

Daughter of partner

Father’s partner

Female partner

Husband

Mother’s partner

Other related, specify 

Son of partner 

.

.

.

Wife/spouse

Husband/spouse

Female partner

Male partner

Mother’s partner

Father’s partner

Partner’s daughter

Partner’s son

Other related, specify

96-07

96-07

I would like to know how everyone in this 

household is related to [NAME]. [DU MEMBER 

NAME] (is/was) [NAME]’s [RELATION]?

08, 09, 

10, 11

{What (is/was) the EXACT relationship of [ROW 

PERSON'S NAME] to [COLUMN PERSON'S 

NAME]?/We have recorded that [ROW 

PERSON’S NAME] (is/was) [COLUMN PERSON'S 

NAME] [COLUMN PERSON’S RELATIONSHIP].}

REVIEW RELATIONSHIPS BELOW. USE CODES 

28-33 IF MORE DESCRIPTIVE. USE OTHER 

RELATIONSHIP CODES IF APPROPRIATE.
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.

.

.

Self

Husband/Wife

Housemate or roommate

Boarder or roomer

Other relative

Other non relative

RELATIONSHIP TO REFERENCE PERSON

.

.

.

Husband

Wife

Other relative

Nonrelative

Please look at this card and tell me which 

category best describes (his/her) relationship 

to you.
INTERVIEWER NOTE: If it is clear to you that 

the respondent is talking about/rostering 

themselves, you may say “Is that you?”. If the 

answer is Yes, enter “1" for “SELF”. Exchange 

families (exchange students or people who are 

hosting exchange students) should be 

considered “other non-relatives.”

What is [NAME]'s relationship to [REFERENCE 

PERSON]?

01-12

00-10

Unmarried partner (LIVING TOGETHER AS

    THOUGH MARRIED in 1998-2002)
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What is the next person's relationship to you?
.
.
.

Respondent

Spouse; spouse of R

Partner; partner of R

Other relative

Roommate

Friend

Boarder or roomer/lodger

Other unrelated person

Gender of sexual partner:

Male

Female

Male

Female

What is Person 1’s sex?

Male

Female

What is this person [Person 2-X]’s sex?

Male

Female

(Are/Is) (you/[NAME]) male or female?

Male

Female

89, 92, 

95, 98, 

01, 04, 

07, 07-

09, & 

10

IF R RESPONDS “Parent's Partner” OR 

"Partner," PROBE IF NOT SURE: Are you male 

or female? 11

92

90, 00, 10

Absent spouse, treated as PEU member

    (07-09)

07, 09, 

11

Sex of Respondent and Household Member

00-13

90, 00, 1000-13
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ASK IF NOT APPARENT

Is [NAME] Male or Female?

Male

Female

What is [NAMES]’s sex?

Male 

Female

Sex of each household member

Male

Female

To correct Line [fill L_NO]'s SEX entry

To correct Line [fill LNSP]'s SEX entry

Neither SEX entry is incorrect

Is [dating partner/spouse] male or female?

Male

Female

What is [PREVIOUS PARTNER]'s gender?

Male

Female

Sex of respondent

Male

Female

Male

Female

ASK IF NOT OBVIOUS: I have [NAME/PERSON] 

recorded as [GENDER]. Is that correct?
96-10

IF NOT OBVIOUS, ASK:  Is [NAME BELOW] male 

or female?
96-11

08

62-13

99, 01, 

03, 05

DO NOT READ TO RESPONDENTS UNLESS 

NECESSARY:

04, 08

04, 08

05-12

05-12
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Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

SEX (from roster)

Ask if not apparent. Is [NAME]?

Male or

Female

Male

Female

If possible, code without asking…

I am required to ask your sex. 

Male

Female

01-12

ASK IF NOT OBVIOUS:  So [NAME] is [GENDER]. 

Is that correct?
11

00-10

The first few questions are for statistical 

purposes only, to help us analyze the results of 

the study. INTERVIEWER: RECORD 

RESPONDENT’S GENDER (SEX in 2000)

What is (your spouse's/your partner's/that 

person's) sex?

Is the [NUMBER]-year old person male or 

female?/ Is this person a male or a female?
00-10

89, 92, 

95, 98, 

01, 04, 

07, 07-

09, & 

10

89, 92, 

95, 98, 

01, 04, 

07, 07-

09, & 

10
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Agencies and Surveys

DOJ: Department of Justice

NVAWS: National Violence against Women Survey

NORC: National Opinion Research Center

GSS: General Social Survey

NHSLS: National Health and Social Life Survey

CDC: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

NHIS: National Health Interview Survey

NSCH: National Survey of Children's Health

United States Census Bureau

ACS: American Community Survey

CPS: Current Population Survey

US Census: United States Census

AHS: American Housing Survey

AHRQ: Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality

MEPS: Medical Expenditure Panel Survey

SAMHSA: Substance Abuse & Mental Health Administration

NSDUH: National Survey on Drug Use and Health

BJS: Bureau of Justice Statistics

NCVS: National Crime Victimization Survey

FRB & DOT: Federal Reserve Board & Department of the Treasury

SCF: Survey of Consumer Finances 

Notes:

1. This QCW doesn't include NLSY97 information prior to 2005, because only different-sex relationships were recognized prior to this date.

This project is supported with assistance from Bowling Green State University. From 2007 to 2013 support was also provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. The opinions and conclusions expressed herein are solely those of the author(s) and should not be construed as representing the opinions or policy of any agency of 

the state or federal government.
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