Graduate Student Senate—General Assembly Meeting—March
Date and Time: March 14th, 3-5 p.m.
Location: Microsoft Teams 
Call to Order:
· 3:02 p.m.
Roll Call
· Quorum met.
Approval of minutes
· Motion to approve the February 21st meeting minutes: School of Inclusive Teaching Education
· Second: Master of Business Administration.
· Objection: Theatre and Film
· The senator from the Theatre and Film department informed the general assembly that the minutes sent out by the GSS email were not minutes but were instead the agenda.
· The motion on the floor was amended to be a motion to postpone the approval of the February 21st meeting minutes until the March 21st meeting:  School of Inclusive Curriculum and Teaching 
· Second: Theatre and Film 
· Motion to postpone approval of the February 21st meeting minutes until the March 21st meeting carried by unanimous consent.
Chair remarks
· President David FIsher and Vice President Zainab Akbar are postponing elections until the March 21st GA meeting to allow potential applicants more time to apply.
· David is acting as chair for this meeting at Zainab’s request.
Unfinished Business
· SB1 Resolution
· Motion to take the motion to discuss the SB1 Resolution from the table: Theatre and Film 
· Second: Media and Communication
· The motion on the floor was amended to be a motion to approve the revised resolution in opposition to SB1: Theatre and Film
· Second: English
· Representative from the Theatre and Film department expressed support for the amended SB1 resolution.
· Motion to adopt the proposed SB1 resolution as presented carries.
· 18 votes in favor, 1 vote opposed, 5 votes abstaining.
· The number of votes in opposition to the SB1 resolution was revised. The number of votes was changed after a senator stated they were in support of the updated SB1 resolution but accidentally left their hand raised during the voting process.
New Business
· Constitution and Bylaws
· Motion to approve the constitution and bylaws as presented: Theatre and Film
· Second: Data Science
· Representative from the Theatre and Film department expressed support for the updated constitution and bylaws.
· Point of Order: Theatre and Film. An objection to the vote was made because the attendance at the meeting did not meet the requirements of the Constitution and Bylaws to have 4/5 of voting members present.
· David ruled in favor of the point of order and the objection to the vote.
· The motion on the floor was amended to be a motion to suspend discussion until the next meeting on March 21st: Theatre and Film.
· Motion carried by unanimous consent.
· Elections
· Motion to discuss what the GA needs for the upcoming elections on March 21st:  Representative at Large.
· Second: Psychology PhD.
· David informed the general assembly that many of the elected positions did not receive the required number of applicants to hold an election. David reminded the GA that information on the elected positions is available on the GSS Canvas. David encouraged all senators to reach out to constituents who may be interested in the positions.
· Multiple senators expressed that constituents in their respective programs are unable to serve in any elected position due to their duties as graduate assistants and due to their programs only lasting 1 school year.
· GSS logo
· Motion to move to the GSS logo agenda item: Representative at Large.
· Second: Theatre and Film
· David presented the proposed logo and discussed the history of both the current and proposed GSS logo designs. David asked that all senators review the new proposed logo design and prepare to vote on a potential logo change at the next meeting, March 21st.
Officer Reports
· Motion to move to officer reports: Representative at Large.
· Second: Logistics System Engineering
· President David Fisher
· David informed the GSS general assembly of the Dear Colleague letter. The letter officially denounces DEI and discrimination based on an individual’s race. David informed the general assembly that Dear Colleague letter indicates that the federal government is likely target publicly funded universities for non-compliance. David remarked that this issue is relevant to universities across the country not just Ohio, unlike the reach of SB1.
· https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-sffa-v-harvard-109506.pdf
· Representative At Large, Ariel Esposito
· April 6th is the Spring Day of Service and will occur from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
· Lease and Peace: A Renter’s Toolkit Event will take place on March 19th, 2025, from 5-7 p.m. at BTSU.
· Shanklin Banquet is on March 31st from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the BTSU Ballroom.
· Treasurer, Ginikachi Ifenatuora
· Spring FPD has been officially approved or denied. Applicants will be emailed their application status by Monday, March 17th.
· The approved amount for individuals who applied for conference funding was $320.
· The approved amount awarded to individuals who applied for membership funding was $70.
· The approved amount awarded to individuals who applied for other FPD funding was $180.
· In total, $26,620 is being awarded to approved applicants.
· Any individual who was denied FPD funding can appeal their denial to gss@bgsu.edu. 
· Should applicants have questions about their award status or the reimbursement process, they can email gssawards@bgsu.edu.
Announcements for good of the order 
· Ariel reminded all senators that applications for SEC positions are due Monday night at 11:59 p.m. However, the GSS website may be down on Sunday night which could cause issues for potential applicants. Ariel suggested that potential applicants should apply as soon as possible to avoid any technical issues. 
· At the request of senators, David indicated that the final deadline for GSS elected positions will be changed to Tuesday night at 11:59 p.m. 
Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn: Representative at Large.
· Second: Theatre and Film
· Meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m.
