Graduate Student Senate—General Assembly Meeting—February
Date and Time: February 21st, 3-5 pm
Location: Hybrid Zoom/Olscamp 221
Call to Order:
· 3:02 p.m.
Roll Call
· Quorum met
Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve the minutes: Theater and Film.
· Second: Pop Culture.
Chair Remarks
· Thank you to all those in GSS.
· Vice President, Zainab, wants to thank President David Fisher for:
· His efforts in rewriting the Constitution and Bylaws.
· His advocacy for higher student stipends.
· His dedication to graduate student senate.
Guest Speaker
· Dr. Jeremy Zilmer, Dean of Students Academic Honesty Coordinator Clery Compliance Coordinator: Academic honesty process and policy
· Due to an unforeseen illness, Dr. Jeremy Zilmer will be unable to speak during today’s meeting.
· Motion to postpone his presentation until next year: Theater and Film.
· Second: Data Science.
Motion Carried.
Officer Reports
· David Fisher, GSS President:
· President Fisher is proposing that the internal classification of “graduate degree program” be renamed as “graduate academic units” to accommodate for different terms used to define programs, departments, schools, and colleges. The use of the term “graduate academic units” will allow for more equal representation within GSS.
· The primary graduate academic units will be departments and schools.
· President Fisher proposes that schools in underrepresented colleges be given the option to add an additional GSS representative.
· Departments with only master or doctoral level programs will only have one GSS representative while departments with both programs will be allowed two representatives.
· The proposal is mainly to better define senator seats and improve representativeness within GSS.
· Ariel Esposito, Representative at Large:
· The IT survey closes tonight. Ariel asks that all senators consider taking this survey before it closes.
· Damilola Osamika, Online Student Representative:
· Damilola is leading an online open forum for nontraditional graduate students of various programs to create a dialogue, discuss concerns, resources, and create a sense of belonging.
· These online open forums will allow nontraditional graduate students to be better represented within their college.
· The deans of each respective college will be present, and all students are welcome.
· This open forum will ideally focus on topics other than parking, stipends and other well-documented concerns.
· This open forum will occur via Zoom and should be sent out to each college.
New Business
· Updated Constitution and Bylaws (President David Fisher):
· President David Fisher is presenting and discussing updates for the constitution and bylaws.
· These edits reflect changes in GSS, BGSU as an institution, and in the culture of higher education that have occurred within the past 20 years. Changes include:
· The membership section has been rewritten to be more accessible.
· The structures section has been rewritten to better differentiate between committees and task forces.
· Article IX of the Constitution details a new process governing revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws that surpass the scope or magnitude of a more common major amendment or change. This will include a two-year process where two different General Assemblies will have the opportunity to review the proposed revisions.
· Changes to the bylaws include better definitions of senator positions and responsibilities including the minimum service requirements per semester.
· Changes to SEC membership and positions include the combination of professional development and outreach officers.
· Article III of the Bylaws will better define the differences between committees and ad-hoc committees and task forces.
· Possible changes to Article VII.2 of the Bylaws proposes an option for some SEC positions to remain vacant.
· Article IX includes a direct statement of the Regalia Award.
· Article X includes a directive to have a set of policies.
· Article XI includes the addition of an external advisory board outside of the board of trustees.
· Online students will still be required to complete 4 service hours per semester. These service hours can be met by attending meetings (including task force and SEC meetings).
· President Fisher asks that all senators review the updated constitution and bylaws and prepare to vote “Yay” or “Nay” on the matter at next month’s GA meeting (which will be online). President Fisher reminds senators that feedback, reviews, and changes are welcome.
· Renting in BG: A Survivors guide, Senator Tanner Hurst
· “Lease in Peace” is a new event led by BGSONG and is co-sponsored by the Undergraduate student senate and Graduate Student Senate among other organizations.
· This event will be two pronged: educating renters and advocating for renters.
· The event will take place at Olscamp 203 on March 19th from 5 to 7 p.m.
· Marketing material should be sent out soon by members of BGSONG.
· Pizza and soft drinks will be available for attendees.
· Vice President Zainab reminds senators that they can drop by the event and are not required to stay the entire 2 hours.
· Upcoming Elections (Vice President Zainab)
· The marketing and professional development positions have been combined into one position.
· The next two general assembly meetings will be online and will include SEC elections.
· Applications for set 1 opened on February 15th and will remain open until March 10th.
· Elections will occur on March 14th.
· Applications for set 2 will open on February 24th and will remain open until March 17th.
· Elections will occur on March 21st.
· There will be no incumbents running for the positions of vice president and president (these positions require previous GSS membership (20 weeks of time for GSS president and 5 weeks of time for the GSS vice president)
· Only full-time students (those with 8 credit hours) can apply to the positions of treasurer, vice president, and president due to the Office of Student Engagement and Residence Life. https://www.bgsu.edu/content/dam/BGSU/general-counsel/policies/student-affairs/student-organizations.pdf Policy 3341-2-36 E.7
· President David Fisher encourages all senators to apply for the positions.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The stipend for the GSS president is $10,000 and the stipend for the GSS vice president is $4,000 these are paid for by the Graduate College, not by the GSS budget. There are stipends for additional positions paid for through the GSS budget.
· International students would need to negotiate with their respective programs to ensure that their contracted 20 hours (as per federal law) will not inhibit their service in the position.
· Attending SEC is a way individuals can better understand the responsibilities of SEC members.
· The next SEC meeting is February 28th.
· SB1 Resolution (Ariel Esposito, Representative at Large)
· Motion to include discussions on the SB1 resolution: Theater and Film
· Second: English
· SB1 has passed through the senate and will likely pass throughout the house. This bill is reminiscent of SB83 from last year and specifically targets public universities.
· SB1 restricts the educational curriculum of educational institutions including restrictions placed on DEI.
· SB1 reduces faculty and employee striking and collective bargaining.
· SB1 inhibits open discourse on various topics deemed controversial.
· Motion to take 5 additional minutes to discuss the matter: Theatre and Film
· Seconded by Data Science.
· A resolution would pass with a simple majority vote.
· Motion to extend the conversation by 10 minutes: Psychology.
· Second by Music DMA.
· Motion to suspend discussion until the next GA meeting: President Fisher.
· Second by Theater and film.
· Motion Carried.
Announcements for the Good of the Order
· Deadline for Shanklin is this Monday, February 24th, 2025. There are currently no submissions for senator of the year.
· The theater department is currently showing “The Legend of Georgia Mcbride” at the Eva St. Marie Theater in the Wolfe center. Running Friday and Saturday night (one show on Friday and two shows on Saturday).  Tickets for the show are $5.
There was a brief disruption to the order. President Fisher called for order (Point of Order).
Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn theater and film.
· Seconded by philosophy.
· 5:10 p.m.
