	
	
	



Graduate Student Senate—General Assembly Meeting—April
Date and Time: April 11th, 3-5 p.m., 2025
Location: Teams
Call to Order
· 3:04 p.m.
Roll Call
· Quorum met.
Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve meeting minutes: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Second: Geoscience, MS
Chair Remarks
· Vice President Zainab expressed gratitude to all senators for their work, for the opportunity to serve in the position of vice president, and thanked those who assisted with, participated in, and attended the Shanklin Colloquium. Vice President Zainab informed the general assembly that participation was at an all-time high this year.
· Vice president Zainab additionally acknowledges the concerns of international graduate students regarding visas and international travel. The executive committee is currently in conversation with BGSU administration about these concerns.
Old Business
· Discussion on voting for Constitution and Bylaws
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Currently, there are not enough votes to pass the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws. This was due to a lack of votes and a significant number of abstentions.
· Question: When it was mentioned there were a significant number of abstentions was it a significant number of people not participating in the vote or people participating in the vote by selecting the abstain option?
· Answer: It was specifically a large number of people participating in the vote by selecting the abstain option.
· Film and theatre, MA, Nikolai Dignoti suggested that voting members be reminded that any concerns or need for clarification should be brought forward during the discussion to avoid having a generally positive discussion followed by a large numbers of abstentions during voting because no one felt the need to comment.
· SEC member elections for 2025-26:
· Motion to elect executive officers: Sociology, MA.
· Second: Film and Theatre, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter elections for Representative-at-Large: Sociology, MA.
· Second: Curriculum and Teaching, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear the first candidate: Mohammed Shakeel Shaik 
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Logistics System and Engineering, MS.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear the second candidate: Morgan Poole
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: English.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Floor nominations:
· None
· Motion to enter into Q & A: Theatre and Film, MA
· Second: Logistics and Systems Engineering.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter into deliberation: Representative-at-Large
· Second: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter voting: World Languages and Cultures
· Second: Logistics System and Engineering, MS.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Results of vote:
· Vote Mohammed: 8
· Morgan Poole: 16
· Abstain: 1
· We will proceed to voting for Morgan Poole as an uncontested candidate.
· Motion to elect Morgan Poole as Representative-at-Large: Representative at Large, Ariel Esposito.
· Second: Science of Applied Statistics, MS.
· Yes: 22 votes
· No: 1 Vote
· Morgan Poole Elected as Representative-at-Large
· Motion to enter elections for Professional and Outreach Development Officer: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Second: American Culture Studies, PhD.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear the first candidate: Syeda Zainab Akbar
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Sociology, MA.
· Floor Nominations:
· None
· Motion to enter Q and A: Logistics Systems and Engineering, MS. 
· Second: Curriculum and Teaching MA, Ashleigh B.
· Motion to enter deliberation: Sociology MA
· Second: Theatre and Film, MA. 
· Motion to enter Voting: Data Science, MA.
· Second: Social work, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to elect Syeda Zainab Akbar as Professional and Outreach Development Officer
· Yes: 21
· No: 1
· Syeda Zainab Akbar elected as Professional and Outreach Development Officer.
· Motion to enter elections for International Graduate Student Representative: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Second: Sociology, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear first candidate: Mmaduabuchi Godsgrant Akujuobi
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear second candidate: Mohammed Shaik
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear third candidate: Nayeem Alimul Hasan Nahid
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Professionalism and Teaching, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter Q & A: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Second: Curriculum and Teaching, MA
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter deliberation: Theatre and Film, MA. 
· Second: Curriculum and Teaching, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter into voting: Theatre and Film, MA. 
· Second: Rep. Media and Communication, PhD.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Question: why are we running multiple votes for the same position?
· Answer: to be in alignment with the Constitution and Bylaws and to ensure the minimum threshold is met to duly elect the officer.
· Results of Vote
· Mmaduabuchi Godsgrant Akujuobi: 12 Votes
· Mohammed Shaik: 6 Votes
· Nayeem Alimul Hasan Nahid: 2 Votes
· Abstain: 0 Votes
· We will proceed to voting with Godsgrant and Mohammed.
· Results of vote:
· Mmaduabuchi Godsgrant Akujuobi: 15 Votes
· Mohammed Shaik: 6 Votes
· We will proceed to voting for Godsgrant as an uncontested candidate.
· Motion to elect Mmaduabuchi Godsgrant Akujuobi as International Graduate Student Representative: Representative at Large, Ariel Esposito.
· Second: Science of Applied Statistics, MS.
· Yes: 21 votes
· No: 0  Vote
· Abstain: 1
· Mmaduabuchi Godsgrant Akujuobi elected as International Graduate Student Representative.
· Motion to reorder the agenda to accommodate, guest speaker, Interim Provost and Senior Vice President Glenn Davis: Theater and Film, MA.
· Second: Logistics Systems and Engineering, MS.
Guest Speaker, Interim Provost and Senior Vice-president Glenn Davis
· Dr. Glenn Davis acknowledged the important work of all graduate students, the success of the 2025 Shanklin Colloquium, and the efforts of President Fisher, Vice President Akbar, Graduate Student Trustee, Katherine Ware, and Academic Affairs Representative, Madison Altieri. 
· Dr. Davis acknowledged that now is a time of change and uncertainty and encouraged all students to be well informed on Senate Bill 1. Dr. Davis encouraged all GSS members to review senate bill 1 in its entirety, if possible. 
· Dr. Davis stated he plans to continue to work with the new provost and others to aid faculty and students during these times of change. 
· Question: Academic Affairs Representative, Madison Altieri, asked, “How will grants be affected by new policies?”. 
· Response: Dr. Glenn Davis stated that while some avenues for funding will change, many grants will remain the same including external funding sources. Dr. Davis advised that students continue to search for outside grants or funding sources. 
· Graduate Student Trustee, Katherine Ware, expressed concerns about graduate student teaching assistants given recent policy changes. Katherine proposed that additional training be made available for graduate student teaching assistants. This would, ideally, allow them to better navigate any potentially difficult situations in the classroom. 
· Dr. Glenn Davis stated that he made note of this suggestion and will discuss it further with his colleagues. 
Old Business
· Motion to enter elections for the Environmental Affairs Representative: English.
· Second: Curriculum and Teaching, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to hear the first candidate: Tanner Hurst.
· Self-nomination accepted as motion.
· Second: Representative-at-Large
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter Q& A: Representative-at-Large.
· Second: English.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter Deliberation: Nancy Ransom, Environmental Affairs Representative.
· Second: Representative-at-Large.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to enter into voting: Theatre and Film, MA. 
· Second: History, MA.
· Carried by unanimous consent.
· Motion to elect Tanner Hurst as Environmental Affairs Representative: Representative-at-Large
· Second History, MA.
· Yes: 20
· No: 1
· Tanner Hurst elected as Environmental Affairs Representative.
· Motion to table election for the Online Graduate Student Representative until the first GA meeting of the Fall, 2025 semester: Theatre and Film, MA.
· Second: History, MA.
Announcements for the good of the order
· None
Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn: Theatre and Film, MA
· Second: English, Combined.
· Motion carried by unanimous consent
· Meeting Adjourned at 5:07 p.m.
	
	
	



