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Graduate Student Senate 

402B Bowen-Thompson Student Union

Bowling Green, Ohio 43403-0181

Phone: (419) 372-2426
http://www.bgsu.edu/gss
Graduate Student Senate General Assembly
Friday September 9, 2011
3:00-5:00pm
Gallery, McFall Center
Handouts


Welcome Letter


Robert’s Rules


Constitution


Brown Bag Flier


Important Dates


Committees

Agenda

· Call to Order @ 3:05 p.m.
· Jeff LaRocque called meeting to order and discussed the contents of the Welcome folder.

· Roll Call – completed by Jeff, all senators were asked to state names and how many senators represented the department. 
· Robert’s Rules quick course – Jeff explained:

·  how to call motions 

· Conducted a mock motion (used candy as an example)

· Says a time limit will be set for debated actions
· GSS Attendance Policy for Department and Organization Senator
· Says that if a senator misses two consecutive meetings then that senator’s department is suspended. 
· Proxy – Strongly encouraged each senator to line up departmental proxies.
· Funding for Professional Development

· Stated that website is up and running for professional development.
· Guest Speakers:
· Emily Ancinec, President USG
· CUE program

· Requested that if TAs or RAs hear anything concerning undergraduate students, to please share with USG
· Dr. Michael Ogawa, Interim Grad Dean

· Said it his 21st first year with the university , began as an associate professor, started in chemistry department, served as graduate coordinator and department chair

· Hopes to install mechanistic apparatus to help increase activities between GSS and Associate Dean

· Said there was  not a clear line of communication between all constituencies

· Said leadership group has been created to address communication issues; will meet monthly (has met twice); will identify issues needing to be addressed

· Wants to initiate strategic planning process for graduate education at BGSU (What goals do we have for the university? Sustainability? Fiscally? Socially?); strategic plan will serve as guide for predecessors

· Offered to entertain questions from the gallery, none were posed
· John Ellinger, Chief Information Officer

· Old Business – David took the podium
· Discussed a resolution that was posed by former University President Carol Cartwright
· Vacant SEC Positions

· Vice President
– Explained the need for AJ Wilhelm to resign as GSS V.P.
· Explained Rep at Large position was open
· Stated the application for VP was available online

· Stated open positions for grad housing chair, publicity chair, and Jeff’s vacant Rep at Large position. 
· Representative-at-Large

· New Business: 
· 9/11 Resolution (R2011-2012.1)
· Introduced by Jeff LaRocque

· First Reading Done by Jason Ratliff

· Second Reading was waived by GSS GA

· Hard Vote Done by GA (39 – Y, 4 –N)

· Senate Executive Committee Reports 
· President- David Sleasman


· Charter

· Said several parts of the charter were eliminated in December 10th, 2010

· Said Dr. Mazey has been approached by Faculty Senate

· Said Dr. Mazey might be receptive to restoring charter back to where it was before December 10th, 2010.

· Said Alice sent out a link to old charter to all senators 

· Explained how to read the old charter to see what had been eliminated
· Graduate Council

· Says Dr. Ogawa comes into position with fresh set of eyes

· Said graduate council was passing too many motions last year without giving GSS adequate time to respond; said too many decisions were being made without GSS input

· Handed out document concerning program closure recommendations, said GSS had no time to react
· Strategic Plan- graduate education

· Initially only one member from GSS but was able to advocate to get two members on the committee
· New Administration/Changes

· Passed out organizational chart explaining changes in university hierarchical structure
· Search Committees- Provost, CCO, Diversity Director, VPSA, Grad Dean

· Is sitting on search committee for new Provost

· Search Committee for CCO has just concluded

· Diversity Director is being rolled into general council, posed that there might be a conflict of interest

· VPSA and Grad Dean searches are currently on hold for the current moment
· 9/11 Joint statement with USG

· Mentioned that he will be attending the Volleyball Game at the Stroh Center to make a statement regarding 9/11
· Vice- President –Interim- Jeff Larocque

· Senators

· Committees

· Explained the list of committees and that each senator needed to sign up for at least one committee. Stated that senators should list their most desired selections. Would try to assign senators to committees based on expressed interests.
· Academic Affairs Representative- J.R. Ratliff

· Stated that a proposal was brought forth to develop a new Masters in Interdisciplinary Studies in Gerontology program
· Secretary- Jonathan Sudler

· Was absent from today’s meeting
· Treasurer- Christina Wright (absent from meeting) (GAR delivered her report)
· Funding

1. Deadline to apply for funding is September 22nd @ 11:59 p.m. for activities between today and January 9th, 2012.

2. Notification will be given to all on or before September 30th, 2011.

3. As of today September 9th, 2011, 22 people have applied for funding.

4. Estimated award is between 50 and 75 dollars dependent on how many applicants we receive.

5. Might be a difference in awards given to presenters and attendants.
· Professional Development Chair- Keisha Hicks

· Lunch Series

· Stated that the Deadline for PDF requests was September 22nd, 2012

· Student Affairs Chair- Sherry Early (absent from meeting)
· Multicultural Affairs Chair- Leo Pinheiro (absent from meeting)
· International Student Affairs Chair- Anton Petrov

· Discussed Student Health Insurance Policy

· Said he is studying health insurance policy at other Ohio universities

· Said he is in talks with Paul Hoffman
· Graduate Allocations Representative- Jared Brown

· Same Report as Treasurer 
· Representative-at-Large- Lingxiao Ge
· Spoke about Falcon Landing (Off campus Graduate Housing)
· Issues and Concerns
· Senator asked about the Stroh Center fee being attached to students.

· A document was passed out by President and Vice President regarding the fee. Said a vote was taken by the undergraduates and was not very inclusive of graduate student body.

· David said the higher administrators are being contacted consistently regarding these fees. Said we need to learn the lesson that can come out of having been saddled with this fee.
· Senator says she is interested in addressing the fees around the new Stroh Center

· David says students will be collecting fees for Stroh Center over 30 years time.

· Student raised concern regarding the late fees and general fees.
· Announcements
Meeting Officially Adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
Please make sure to return department cards at the end of the meeting.
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