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Guidelines for the Determination of Morbidity


Morbidity is the physical state just prior to death.  This state can be identified by the following characteristics.  Animals displaying these characteristics will be euthanized unless specifically addressed in an IACUC approved protocol.

Rodents and rabbits:


Hunched posture


Pale extremeties due to a lack of vascular circulation


Cold to the touch


Rough fur coat from lack of grooming


Reluctance or inability to open eyes


Rapid weight loss

Pigeons:


Inability to stand


Rapid weight loss


Reluctance or inability to open eyes
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