






The evaluation findings demonstrate that STEM in the Park 

was also beneficial for participating exhibitors. Almost all 

of the 29 exhibitors who completed the evaluation survey 

reported that STEM in the Park was a worthwhile experience,

and most reported that being an exhibitor was beneficial 

for their organization. The figure to the right illustrates the 

exhibitors’ response patterns regarding the value of their 

STEM in the Park experience.

~ This is an excellent event that we make sure to attend every year.  Love that

you offer a FREE lunch as well, and that it is substantial.  Hope this event 

continues to grow and prosper.

~ This event is terrific. We loved every minute of it. We invited another family

to come with us this year and they loved it as much as us. Thanks for all the

work required to put on this fabulous event.

~ What a great educational yet fun event for kids!  The kids looked forward to

returning this year and they were not disappointed!  Thank you.

~ I was VERY impressed by this event. I've worked in higher education for 

14 years and at 5 institutions and have never seen a community partnership

program quite like this. I REALLY enjoyed it and I think that this is what public

higher education is all about. Well done! 

~ We were very impressed with the extensive community involvement, as well

as the quality of the "presenters." The atmosphere was very positive and 

encouraging. It was great that kids could wander from place to place and

do whatever caught their interest. 
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“We enjoyed it so much we wish it was
once a month! “

Exhibitors’ perceptions regarding the value of
their STEM in the Park experience (n = 29)
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The value that exhibitors placed on their STEM in the Park experience generally fell

into two categories: 1) increased exposure and business and 2) having opportunities

to teach and interact with the community. Several exhibitors mentioned that being

at STEM in the Park helped to increase attendees’ awareness of the exhibitors’ 

organization and increased the potential for attendees taking advantage of the 

exhibitors’ services. Other exhibitors suggested that the value of their participation

rested on the opportunities afforded to them to interact with and educate members

of the community. Some of the exhibitors wrote:

~ We had the opportunity to meet community and campus people who may

be able to use our services.

~ There were a LOT of kids there who were able to participate in the 

activity at our table. We were also able to interact with many families 

and encourage them to bring their kids to [our organization] for many 

more similar activities.

~ Wonderful program that gives us an opportunity to teach people as well as advertise other opportunities 

we offer.

~ STEM in the Park is a great opportunity for [our organization] to connect with children in a community setting.

It is a positive event and we enjoy our participation.

In addition to the aforementioned benefits, some of the exhibitors who had student volunteers working at their activity

station emphasized how beneficial it was for those students to be involved. These exhibitors wrote:

~ The students who ran the stations had a great learning experience.

~ My students THANKED ME/US for allowing them to participate/volunteer in this event. It was worthwhile in

their eyes and mine. 

~ It was great for [the students] to be involved. Gave them some great experience as future teachers and it was

great to see the kids' enthusiasm. 

The positive experiences reported by the exhibitors were also reflected in their willingness to participate in future events.

Almost all of the exhibitors said they are likely to return next year; 90% reported that it is very likely that they will return,

and 10% reported that it is somewhat likely that they will return.
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Recommendations for Future Events -----------

The evaluation findings demonstrate that STEM in the Park was successful at increasing attendees’ awareness of 

STEM-related organizations and events in their community, and improving attendees’ knowledge about and interest in

STEM and STEM careers. Furthermore, the evaluation findings indicate that attendees were highly engaged at the activity

stations, and perceived the event in general to be of high quality and value. The attendees also provided some valuable

feedback regarding some aspects of the event that could be improved in future years. The feedback was categorized into

several themes and the following recommendations were made based on the themes.   

RECOMMENDATION 1: Increase the length of STEM in the Park.

For the third year now, the most common theme throughout the attendees’ written comments was a desire to make 

STEM in the Park longer. Many of the attendees commented that there was not enough time to participate in all of the 

activities at STEM in the Park, and suggested that the length of the event be extended. The length of this year’s event was

actually increased by half an hour at the request of the attendees from the first two years. However, the dramatic increase

in attendance this year combined with the increase in activity stations perhaps made it more difficult for attendees to 

do all the activities they wanted in three and a half hours. Therefore, another increase in the length of the event may be

warranted. Evaluation findings from last year demonstrated that most exhibitors were very supportive of increasing 

STEM in the Park from three to four hours. 

RECOMMENDATION 2: Keep STEM in the Park indoors, but use a larger space.

Many attendees commented about the value of having the event indoors. The data suggest that 

attendees perceived the indoor location as valuable for three reasons. First, attendees mentioned that

having the event indoors created a nice “flow” from one activity station to another, and thus the 

organization of the event was improved by having it indoors. Second, attendees suggested that having

the event indoors allowed them to better keep track of their children as they went from place to place

in the Field House. Third, attendees commented that having the event indoors avoided any potential

weather issues such as wind and temperature. Some exhibitors also suggested the event be kept 

indoors, and mostly cited the weather (i.e., wind blowing materials) as their reason. 

Despite the many comments about keeping the event indoors, it is clear that a larger venue is needed

if an indoor event is planned in the future. The second most common theme among the evaluation

responses was the general crowdedness of the event. Attendees reported that some of the activity

stations were crowded, making it difficult to see and do the activities. Other attendees mentioned
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that the crowdedness made it difficult for them and their kids (especially if they were in a stroller) to get around the event.

Many attendees connected the crowdedness issue with the length of the event, and suggested that increasing the length

of the event could also alleviate some of the space issues. This may be true, but the STEM in the Park staff should also 

consider other ways to increase the space available for the event. One specific issue regarding the lack of space was 

the food service. Attendees reported waiting in line for food for a long time, and the food lines often interfered with the 

activity stations that were near the food service tables. If the overall event space were to be increased, food service could

be placed away from the activity stations, thereby providing more room for both attendees at the activity stations and 

in the food area.

RECOMMENDATION 3: Organize activity stations by age-appropriateness.

Although many attendees commented about the wide variety of activities available for children of different ages, several

attendees also suggested that activity stations be grouped by age-appropriateness. Organizing the activity stations in this

way would help attendees to better plan their visit by attending the activity stations best suited for their children. This

format would also allow younger children to have greater access to the activities without feeling lost or left out due to older

children at the activity stations. Despite the benefits of this format, the logistical concerns are likely to present a challenge.

For example, while some activity stations may be better suited for one age group or another, many activity stations include

activities appropriate for multiple age groups. One solution may be to clearly label those activity stations that are 

age-specific, and encourage other activity stations to separate and label their activities by age group. Another solution may

be to create a separate area for preschool and early education (grades K-2) children. In the words of one attendee, this 

would ensure that, “big kids would not be in the way of the younger focused activities and vice versa”.

Attendees and exhibitors made several other suggestions, but none were made so often to warrant a

recommendation on their behalf. However, it is important that these suggestions are documented,

regardless of their frequency, so the STEM in the Park staff can give them consideration in planning

future events. The other suggestions were to:

• Have more visible signage (perhaps above the tables) for each activity station

• Include more activities geared towards older children (preteens and teens)

• Provide exhibitors with boxed lunches to maximize convenience and portability

• Hold STEM in the Park on a different weekend than the Black Swamp Arts Festival

In addition to these recommendations, the STEM in the Park staff also made some recommendations

based on their experiences during this year’s event. These recommendations include making the 

registration process more efficient by having attendees enter their information electronically (perhaps

using iPads) instead of by hand on a registration card.
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STEM in the Park 2012 Budget -----------

Expenses from January 1, 2012 – October 31, 2012

Category TOTAL EXPENSES

Food & Beverages $13,434.95
Personnel* $11,514.35
Supplies $3,925.12
Advertising & Communications $1,625.60
Facility and Equipment Rentals $1,545.87
Evaluation Incentives $474.00
Printing & Copying $627.60
Service Providers 
(Photographer & Balloon Artist) $275.00

TOTAL $33,422.49
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* Note: Personnel includes salary and fringes for two co-coordinators and two student 
assistants from July – October 2012. 


