Description for HNRS 4000 seminars

Title of Class: “All Flourishing is Mutual”: Exploring the works of Robin Wall Kimmerer
Faculty name and title: Heidi Nees, Associate Professor 
Term: Spring 2026; HNRS 4000, section 1003; 1-2pm on Tuesdays

Description of Seminar: Through course readings, discussions, and collaborative projects, students will explore relationality and reciprocity in the works of Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer, award-winning botanist and author. We will explore the wide-ranging and far-reaching impacts of Kimmerer’s work and the ways in which it influences wide-ranging disciplines including but not limited to environmental and biological sciences, the arts, education, history, ethnic studies, and cultural studies. This course coincides with Kimmerer’s 2026 visit to BGSU as part of In the Round: a guest speaker series featuring Native American creatives. As such, students will be expected to attend either her campus talk on March 27, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. or community talk on March 28, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 


Title of Class: Disability in Outer Space: History and Future
Faculty name and title: Dr. Sheri Wells-Jensen, Professor 
Term: Spring 2026; HNRS 4000, section 1020; 12:30pm-1:20pm Mondays

Description of Seminar: The Final Frontier- How and For Whom? A seminar course offering an introduction to the field of disability studies by examining human space travel. Topics of discussion will dive into what human space exploration currently looks like, who of humankind should be our representative in space, and if there can be astronauts who are disabled. Students will learn about what it will mean to be disabled in a zero G environment, like the International Space Station, and why universal design matters. Similarly, we will address what progress is currently being made on this topic inside space agencies (NASA, ESA, Space X) and their para-astronaut programs. We will discuss how disability studies within space travel can change life on Earth as well as tell us about the first contact with an alien species. Student discussions and guest speakers will provide the chance to question social standards and current beliefs about disability.  


Title of Class: Childism: Prejudice Against Children and the Foundation of Other -Isms
Faculty name and title: Dr. Patrick Vrooman, Teaching, Professor 
Term: Spring 2026; HNRS 4000, section 1001; TBA Time/Day

Description of Seminar: While most modern Americans are familiar with concepts like racism, sexism, classism, even ageism, most of us are unfamiliar with the concept of childism—prejudice against children. In this course, we will investigate the history and universality of childism in human culture, we will challenge our own concepts of child and adult, and develop a critical perspective on things we have long taken for granted. We will use Conceptual Change Theory to analyze individual conceptual ecologies, that is, the constellation of concepts we each think with and the defensive strategies we deploy to avoid seeing what is right in front of us.  This includes examining our own personal biographies and epistemological commitments, our metaphysical beliefs and affective reactions, as well as anomalies in our thinking.  This will allow us to identify our own cultural rules and biases and ideally develop profound insights and a shift in self-description.  


 
