GSS General Assembly Meeting

Minutes: September 7th, 2012

Jeff Larocque called the meeting to order. He discussed the contents of the senators’ folders, which included a brown bag lunch promotional flyer, an abridged Robert’s Rules of order, the GSS constitution (includes attendance policy), David and Jeff’s business card, and a GSS pamphlet (dates for the year).

Jeff Larocque took roll (Ellen was unable to attend this meeting)

Jeff Larocque reviewed Robert’s Rules of order (call to order, motion, debate, vote, etc…), using the example “Does GSS like pizza?”
Dr. Jodi Webb, Senior Associate Dean of Students & advisor for GSS, addressed the GA. She introduced herself and explained that she was available as a resource for the GA. 

Dr. Margaret Booth, Associate Dean of Graduate College, addressed the GA. She introduced herself and explained her background. She founded MACIE and is invested in international student relations. Dr. Booth works directly with Dr. Ogawa, and is in charge of the development of new programs and new courses for graduate students at the university. One of her jobs is to implement the graduate strategic plan created during last academic year. 
Old Business: (none)

New Business:

David Sleasman addressed the GA and introduced himself. He explained the importance and power the GA has for senators as both a vehicle for change and a responsibility for engagement. David explained various initiatives currently of concern to the GA

New Health Center: negotiating with Wood County Hospital, new facility should be open 1 year from now. Details are still being worked out (where will it be?). Suggested location would require a light to make it safe.

GA payroll deduction for health insurance: has not occurred yet, but is coming soon to make it easier for graduate students to afford student health insurance.

Graduate strategic plan implementation committee: more information coming soon.
International Student Fee: Several students (59) had been unintentionally charged an international fee. This has been rectified.

Board of Trustees Voting Rights: There is a new Board of Trustees Representative, Vivienne Felix. She addressed the GA and introduced herself. Vivienne does not currently have voting rights. Legislation is currently underway to change that so that the student representatives would have voting rights.

Master Plan Forum: September 26, 6:30 at Student Union Theater. Discussion of direction of university plan and improving communication between administration of the university and students. 

Background Checks: Any GA contract signed after September 1st, 2012will require a background check. This is a federal statute. Implications and details are forthcoming. Currently Dr. Booth makes final decisions regarding any concerns brought up by background checks. Those who signed contracts previous to September 1st will not need to have a background check.
Grievance Procedure: Non-academic grievance procedure. This procedure has not been updated since 1993. Proposed update for this process to make it consistent with current changes in the university and grad college. Other schools’ policies have been under review for comparison. 

Vice President of University Advancement candidate meetings: David encourages graduate students to attend

Homecoming: Upcoming event, encourages grad student participation and with USG.

Tailgate party with University of Toledo: For the game next weekend BG vs Toledo (9/15).

Ex Officio- ISA, BGSO, WC: groups David would like to see graduate students represented in. 

Dr. Ellen Mazey, president of BGSU, was introduced by David Sleasman. Dr. Mazey introduced herself and explained about her role. She discussed the possibility of a Legacy Campaign created by undergraduate students to raise the funds for a new entrance to the university that resembles the original entrance to BGSU. She also explained about Big Data Day, where presenters from all over the country came to BG to discuss the field of analytics (electronic database research). She answered student concerns about buildings being torn down (several over the new couple years), the importance of engaging with alumni to maintain relationships with the university, and concerns about the cost of making it free to attend theater performances. Dr. Mazey suggests that theater costs could be covered if the theaters could make money by selling tickets to non-students. Dr. Mazey addressed concerns about monetary losses of the BGSU sports program. She suggests that if we could win more, we would solve our sports program budget problems. She explained that BGSU is considering creating a Forensic Science department (and crime lab), a Business Analytics Department, and places where departments can create cross-disciplinary degree programs. Dr. Mazey plans to promote and create a Shanklin Alumni reunion event (Thursday, April 13th).
Announcement of open positions: 
Publicity Chair, Social Chair, and Graduate Allocations Representative
Jeff Larocque explained that Senators will be required to serve on a university committee. Preference forms will go around next GA.

GSS committees for this semester: Chris Weinland will head a committee on stipends, tuition, and fees. This is an information gathering committee. What are the fees for students? How much are GA stipends
Senate Executive Reports:

Michael Salitrynski, Treasurer, spoke about Funds for Professional Development and how that process works.
Christian Von Pohle, Professional Development Chair, explained about upcoming events, Brown Bag Lunch Series, Professional Development day, the Shanklin Reunion, and the discussion groups available through the center for Teaching and Learning for teaching GAs.
Chris Weinland and Nivethasree Balasubramanian introduced themselves and made themselves available to answer concerns of the GA as Representatives at Large.

Black Swamp Festival this weekend. Enjoy.

