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Fall	2019	Graduate	Courses	of	Interest	

The	Graduate	College	has	been	asked	by	the	faculty	to	provide	extra	marketing	for	several	
courses	for	Fall	2019.	Please	check	with	your	graduate	coordinator	to	determine	how	these	
classes	fit	into	your	degree	requirements.	Contact	the	instructor	and/or	department	for	more	
information	about	the	course.	
		

ACS	7700:	Media	and	Cultural	Studies	

Instructor:	Radhika	Gajjala	

The	course	is	meant	to	give	emerging	scholars	an	introduction	to	the	debates	that	have	
enlivened	the	field	of	Media	Studies.	Contemporary	debates	include	the	role	of	game	
studies,	digital	humanities	and	related	fields	in	Media	and	Cultural	studies.		The	course	is	
also	meant	to	provide	an	overview	of	the	critical	constructs	central	to	contemporary	media	
study.		

The	course	will	analyze	theoretical	positions	on	topics	such	as:	media	specificity;	media	
and	mass	culture;	the	aesthetic	and	economic	effects	of	technological	change;	
representation	and	power;	the	cultural	and	economic	dimensions	of	genre,	star	images,	and	
media	authorship;	interactions	between	normative	and	alternative	aesthetic	practices;	
media	practice	and	structures	of	power	and	so	on.		To	understand	the	dynamic	interplay	
between	different	positions,	the	course	of	study	will	examine	theoretical	developments	
over	time	and	from	different	global	perspectives.			

The	course	is	required	for	American	Culture	Studies	doctoral	students	in	the	track	in	
Critical	Studies	in	Film,	Media,	and	Culture,	and	is	meant	to	function	as	a	gateway	course	
for	further	studies	for	these	students	in	the	field	of	Media	and	Cultural	Studies.	However	
students	from	other	related	disciplines	are	invited	to	take	the	course.	

The	primary	goal	of	the	class	is	for	seminar	participants	to	reach	an	understanding	of	the	
development	and	range	of	critical/cultural	theories	of	the	media	‐	in	the	context	of	“new	
media”	‐	through	the	process	of	debate,	discussion,	critical	analysis,	and	synthesis.	Class	
activities	and	research	projects	will	be	interactive	and	based	in	Active	learning	strategies.	
By	the	end	of	the	course,	students	will	have	a	familiarity	with	several	of	the	key	concepts,	
movements,	and	approaches	to	new	media	and	cultural	studies.	
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Learning	Outcomes:	Upon	the	successful	completion	of	this	course	students	will:	

1.						Know	about	contemporary	scholarly	debates	around	new	media	and	critical/cultural	
studies	

2.						Demonstrate	critical	thinking,	reading,	and	writing	strategies	in	relation	to	reading	
materials	in	Media	and	Cultural	Studies	that	synthesize	multiple	points	of	view.	

3.						Analyze	how	the	principles	of	critical	theory	and	media	studies	work	together	in	
weekly	writing	assignments	and	class	discussions.	

4.						Engage	in	collaborative	projects	per	course	guidelines.	

	

ARTH	6040:	Mosaics,	Space,	and	Culture	(Seminar	in	Ancient	Art)	

Instructor:	Sean	Leatherbury	

The	buildings	that	we	live	and	work	in,	and	the	ways	in	which	they	are	decorated,	are	not	
only	functional,	and	sometimes	beautiful,	but	are	also	potent	expressions	of	cultural	values	
and	norms.	This	course	considers	the	long	history	of	one	form	of	architectural	decoration,	
that	of	mosaic,	in	the	ancient	and	medieval	Mediterranean.	Examining	the	different	types	of	
mosaic	images	that	different	cultures	put	on	the	walls	and	floors	of	their	buildings	allows	
us	to	access	their	aesthetic	tastes	as	well	as	their	conceptions	of	how	built	spaces—homes,	
public	buildings,	churches,	synagogues,	and	mosques—were	supposed	to	function.	These	
mosaic	images	allowed	patrons	and	artists	to	express	aspects	of	their	social,	cultural,	
political,	religious,	and	even	ethnic	identities.	Through	visits	to	museums,	virtual	reality	
tours	of	far	away	buildings,	discussions	with	working	mosaicists	and	other	art	historians,	
and	close	engagement	with	art	historical	and	anthropological	scholarship	on	space	(e.g.	
Pierre	Bourdieu,	Jonathan	Z.	Smith,	Tim	Ingold,	Victor	Buchli),	this	course	uses	mosaics	as	a	
lens	to	investigate	the	range	of	ways	that	ancient	and	medieval	buildings	worked.			

	

EDFI	6010:	Comparative	Education	

Instructor:	Dr.	Bruce	Collet		

Calendar	Description	
Comparative	study	and	critique	of	the	role	of	education	in	national	and	global	
development.	Emphasis	on	the	interrelationship	between	cultural,	economic,	and	political	
factors	and	the	roles	of	education	in	selected	developed	and	developing	nations.		
	
About	the	Course	
Comparative	education	has	from	its	inception	been	an	interdisciplinary	field,	much	like	the	
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study	of	comparative	economics,	comparative	government,	or	comparative	religion.	It	
applies	philosophical,	social,	and	historical	theories	and	methods	from	a	variety	of	
disciplines	to	the	study	of	education	worldwide.	Comparative	and	international	educational	
research	has	over	its	near	200	year	history	taken	on	many	forms,	from	large	scale	
multinational	projects	employing	complex	statistical	multivariate	and	multilevel	analysis	
such	as	the	International	Association	for	the	Evaluation	of	Education	Achievement	(IEA)	
studies,	to	country‐specific	case	studies	using	qualitative	and	ethnographic	research	
methodologies.	What	has	brought	such	a	span	of	studies	under	the	umbrella	of	comparative	
education	research	has	always	been	the	push	toward	understanding	and	insight,	rather	
than	satisfaction	with	simple	descriptive	accounts	of	educational	practices	and	behaviors.	
As	the	great	comparativist	George	Bereday	writes	,	“It	is	the	why	rather	than	the	how	that	
permits	one	to	embark	upon	direct	comparisons”.	The	emphasis	on	deep	understanding	of	
school‐society	relationships	across	a	variety	of	national	and	cultural	locales	has	been	the	
principle	reason	why	comparative	education	has	retained	and	depended	upon	its	
interdisciplinary	identity.		It	is	also	why	comparative	education	has	been	able	to	contribute	
not	only	significant	theoretical	insights	to	the	education	world,	but	also	to	maintain	a	
tradition	as	a	social	movement,	or,	in	the	words	of	Robert	Cowen,	as	“a	set	of	possibilities	
for	action‐on‐the‐world”.	
In	this	course	you	will	be	introduced	to	the	broad	range	of	scholarship	denoted	as	
comparative	education,	and	you	will	be	given	the	intellectual	tools	and	background	to	begin	
engaging	in	comparative	education	research	yourself.	A	fundamental	aim	of	this	course	is	
to	get	you	to	start	“thinking	comparatively”,	or	to	learn	how	to	take	on	a	comparative	
perspective	in	your	educational	work.	By	nature	almost	all	of	us	are	“comparativists”	
already,	in	the	sense	that	we	are	constantly	comparing,	or	making	sense	of	the	world	and	
our	place	in	it	by	constructing	and	maximizing	similarities	and	differences.	What	becoming	
a	comparativist	entails	is	formalizing	this	kind	of	natural	inquiry,	and	directing	it	toward	a	
specific	scholarly	aim.	Comparative	education	can	take	on	a	number	of	differing	hues,	from	
conducting	cross‐national	studies,	to	focusing	on	one	particular	schooling	and	cultural	
context.	In	this	course	we	will	examine	a	range	of	theoretical	and	empirical	comparative	
works	so	that	you	can	gain	a	broad	understanding	of	the	field.		

	

EDFI	6030:		Social	and	Cultural	Foundations	of	Education	

Instructor:	Christopher	Frey	

	Course	Description:	An	interdisciplinary	introduction	to	the	concept	of	culture	and	its	
relation	to	education;	cross‐cultural	and	international	education;	globalization;	text	and	
language;	immigration	and	displacement;	human	possibility,	subjectivity	and	identity.	
	
Course	Details:		
The	study	of	the	social	and	cultural	foundations	of	education	is	a	multi‐disciplinary	
endeavor.	This	course	involves	the	joining	of	at	least	three	major	fields	of	research	and	
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theory:	sociology,	anthropology,	and	education.	Sociology	is	the	scientific	study	of	the	social	
behavior	of	individuals,	groups	and	societies.	Anthropology	emerged	out	of	individual	and	
state‐sponsored	studies	of	colonized	peoples,	and	includes	traditions	of	archaeology,	
biology,	social	and	cultural	studies,	and	linguistics.	(Post‐colonial	studies	emerged	closely	
with	Cultural	Studies).	Lastly,	Educational	Studies	uses	disciplinary	approaches,	and	
educational	research	and	theory	to	understand	phenomena	related	to	the	socio‐cultural	
impacts	on	learning	and	schooling.	Drawing	upon	sociology	and	anthropology	to	
conceptualize	and	theorize	educational	issues	yields	deep	insights	into	education	as	a	
socio‐cultural	practice.	This	entails,	among	other	things,	understanding	the	school	as	a	key	
institution	through	which	a	society	transmits	and	perpetuates	its	notion	of	the	good	life	
and	the	educated	person,	which	in	turn	is	derived	from	its	beliefs	about	“the	nature	of	the	
world,	knowledge	and	values”	(Pai	et	al,	p.6).	Such	an	approach	allows	for	perspectives	
much	broader	than	those	stemming	from	singular	disciplines.	
	
This	course	approaches	the	study	of	culture	not	from	the	perspective	of	“things”	or	
materials,	but	rather	from	the	perspective	of	processes	and	practices.		It	follows	that	
meaning	(ie,	‘the	linguistic	turn’)	is	critical	to	the	definition	of	culture,	and	the	course	will	
devote	a	significant	amount	of	time	to	studying	how	cultural	meanings	are	produced,	
sustained,	and	perpetuated,	as	well	as	how	they	change.	In	conjunction	with	this,	the	course	
will	examine	the	construction	of	meaning	from	a	variety	of	perspectives	(including	various	
marginalized	groups),	and	how	these	meanings	take	shape	in	specifically	educational	
settings.	
	
The	study	of	varying	perceptions	of	culture	and	meaning	is	greatly	enhanced	through	
comparative	and	international	inquiry.	Hence	the	course	will	not	only	examine	these	
phenomena	via	educational	issues	and	problems	within	the	United	States,	but	also	
internationally	and	within	comparative	constructs.	Here	specific	illustrations	will	be	drawn	
from	the	instructor’s	research	experiences.		
	
This	is	a	core	course	in	the	MA	in	Cross‐Cultural	and	International	Education	program,	and	
we	welcome	students	from	across	campus.	Please	contact	Dr.	Christopher	Frey	
cjfrey@bgsu.edu	with	questions	about	this	course.		

	

ENG	6040:	Graduate	Writing	

Instructor:	Dr.	Fernanda	Capraro	

This	course	explores	academic	writing	tasks	and	skills	through	a	genre‐based	approach.	In	
the	course,	students	explore	what	effective	writing	means	in	their	disciplines	by	analyzing	
model	texts	and	composing	a	variety	of	writing	projects.	Critical	reading	and	textual	
analysis	are	emphasized	along	with	use	of	academic	vocabulary	and	tone,	methods	of	
organization	and	development	of	ideas,	and	style.	Students	will	also	refine	strategies	to	
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locate,	synthesize,	and	cite	academic	sources.	Graded	A/F.	Open	to	all	interested	graduate	
students.	

	

ENG	6750/ACS	6750:	Seminar	in	American	Culture	Studies:	Centering	the	1960s	in	
Contemporary	American	Culture	

Instructor:	Dr.	Jolie	Sheffer	

In	contemporary	television	shows,	films,	novels,	and	theater,	the	long	1960s	(ca.	1954–
1974)	functions	as	a	golden	age,	when	under‐represented	groups	created	powerful	
coalitions	to	initiate	political	change	and	usher	in	a	new	era	of	equality,	and/or	a	period	of	
crisis	when	consensus	culture	in	the	U.S.	fell	apart.	This	course	considers	how	21st‐century	
authors	look	back	at	the	era	and	re‐center	their	own	narratives	of	the	past	on	aspects	that	
mainstream	cultural	productions	have	overlooked.	We	will	read	works	by	novelists	such	as	
Susan	Choi,	Emma	Cline,	Gish	Jen,	Dana	Spiotta,	and	Karen	Tei	Yamashita;	playwrights	like	
Tony	Kushner,	Dominique	Morrisseau,	and	Katori	Hall;	and	film	directors	such	as	Ang	Lee,	
Spike	Lee,	the	Coen	Brothers,	Ava	Duvernay,	and	Barry	Jenkins.	This	course	will	investigate	
contemporary	fascination	with	the	Civil	Rights	era	as	a	foundational	moment	for	identity	
politics	and	coalition‐building.	We	will	also	consider	how	the	iconography	and	activist	
methods	of	an	earlier	era	are	mobilized	to	express	the	desires	and	disappointments	of	the	
late‐twentieth	and	early	twenty‐first‐centuries.	Such	contemporary	popular	fictions	reveal	
at	least	as	much	about	the	needs	and	wishes	of	the	current	moment	than	they	provide	
insights	about	the	decades	in	which	they	are	set.	

	

ENG	6800:	Imagining	Palestine	

Instructor:	Khani	Begum	

Employing	Edward	Said’s,	The	Question	of	Palestine,	to	foreground	issues	around	what	it	
means	to	be	Palestinian	and	the	idea	of	an	imagined	homeland,	this	course	explores	how	
popular	cultural	representations	in	literature,	film,	graphic	texts,	music,	and	media	affect	
Palestinian	identity	creation.		The	course	also	explores	the	impact	of	the	ongoing	
Palestinian	Israeli	conflict	on	the	lives	of	ordinary	Palestinian	and	Israeli	citizens	in	
Palestine	and	in	the	diaspora.		Readings	include	some	relevant	essays	in	postcolonial	and	
trauma	theories	including	theoretical	third	cinema	perspectives	such	as	The	Dream:	A	
Diary	of	a	Film	by	Mohammad	Malas,	Against	the	Wall:	The	Art	of	Resistance	in	Palestine	by	
William	Parry,	and	Visualizing	the	Palestinian	Struggle:	Towards	a	Critical	Analytic	of	
Palestine	Solidarity	Film	for	example.		Other	primary	texts	are	novels	and	graphic	texts,	
Palestinian	popular	music,	and	select	feature	and	documentary	films.		Questions	addressed	
include	those	around	long‐term	effects	of	national/cultural	trauma	when	it	extends	over	
several	generations,	can	literature	and	film	adequately	give	voice	to	the	various	positions	
involved,	what	role	does	popular	cultural	representation	play	in	ethically	representing	
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conflicting	positions	and	how	do	literature,	music,	art,	and	film	point	towards	healing	the	
inherent	trauma	of	displacements.		This	course	has	a	CBL	or	Community	Based	High	Impact	
Learning	component	that	involves	a	final	research	creative	project	that	engages	with	a	
community	based	learning	initiative	to	be	determined	during	the	semester.	(CBL	
experience	can	be	advantageous	in	the	current	job	market	for	all	disciplines.)	Other	
assignments	include	position	papers	and	discussion	question	and	comment	assignments.	

	

FREN	5550:	Contemporary	France	

Instructor:	Dr.	Opportune	Zongo	

	Study	of	the	various	manifestations	of	culture	in	contemporary	France.		Within	the	
framework	of	the	history	of	France,	from	the	Gauls	to	the	Fifth	Republic,	we	examine	the	
institutions	and	values	of	contemporary	France	and	their	impact	on	the	relationships	
between	France	and	Europe,	France	and	its	ex‐colonies,	and	France	and	the	Unites	States.	
The	materials	for	the	course	include	a	textbook,	essays,	and	articles	on	the	topic	and	
subtopics.	

	

HIST	6100:	Local	History	

Instructor:	Dr.	Rebecca	Mancuso	

This	course	will	advance	students’	knowledge	and	skills	in	qualitative	historical	research	
methods	while	maintaining	a	focus	on	the	subfield	of	local	history.	The	course	does	not	
concentrate	on	one	geographical	area,	but	on	acquiring	the	necessary	scholarly	approaches	
to	examine	many	facets	of	a	defined	region,	community,	or	institution	of	the	student’s	
choice.	As	a	final	project,	each	student	will	create	a	piece	of	historical	scholarship	with	a	
local	focus,	using	a	variety	of	primary	sources	and	drawing	upon	secondary	literature.	
Anything	but	a	narrow	approach,	doing	local	history	provides	a	fuller,	more	complex	
picture	of	the	human	experience.	It	is	about	seeing	the	larger	world	in	one	place.	

	

HIED	7530:	Advanced	Qualitative	Research	

Instructor:	Ellen	Broido	

	In	this	class	students	will	focus	on	the	data	collection,	analysis,	and	presentation	methods	
within	a	methodology	of	their	choosing,	preferably	one	they	will	use	in	their	dissertation	
work.		They	will	obtain	HSRB	approval	for	their	study,	and	collect	and	analyze	pilot	
data.		Note	a	prior	class	on	qualitative	research	is	a	prerequisite.	
	
Students	who	fully	engage	in	the	learning	activities	of	this	course	will	gain	the	following:	
1.						Identify	the	variety	of	data	collection	strategies	appropriate	for	qualitative	research	
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paradigms,	including	criteria	for	sampling;	
2.						Evaluate	and	identify	appropriate	data	collection	strategies	for	studies	designed	in	
various	qualitative	methodological	traditions;	
3.						Apply	appropriate	trustworthiness	criteria	to	relevant	data	collection	strategies;		
4.						Practice	and	develop	skills	with	at	least	one	qualitative	data	collection	method	(e.g.,	
individual	interviews,	focus	group	interviews,	observations,	document	analysis);	
5.						Develop	familiarity	with	a	variety	of	qualitative	data	analysis	strategies,	including	
coding	and	alternatives	to	coding;	
6.						Identify	strategies	appropriate	for	each	of	five	overarching	qualitative	methodologies	
and	understand	the	differences	between	them;	
7.						Practice	and	develop	skills	with	at	least	one	qualitative	data	analysis	strategy	(e.g.,	
constant	comparative;	thematic	analysis;	open,	axial,	and	selective	coding;	
phenomenological	reduction	and	horizontalization;	restorying;	thinking	with	theory,	etc.);	
8.						Review	and	become	familiar	with	various	strategies	for	reporting	qualitative	data;	
9.						Develop	skills	necessary	to	design,	execute,	and	write	a	report	for	a	pilot	study	using	
qualitative	methods;	
10.					Gain	familiarity	with	academic	publishing	process;		
11.					Practice	with	oral	presentation	of	research.		

	

HIST	6540:	Museology	

Instructor:	Holly	Hartlerode	(Uppal)	

This	course	examines	the	philosophy	of	museums.		It	explores	the	functions	of	museums	
from	collection	and	classification	to	preservation	and	exhibition,	and	public	relations	
aspects	of	a	museum’s	existence.		Considerable	emphasis	is	placed	upon	the	nature	and	
significance	of	the	history	of	material	culture.	Meets	Thursdays,	6‐9pm.	

	

HIST	6820:	Environmental	History	(Problems	in	History)	

Instructor:	Amilcar	Challu	

	An	introduction	to	the	field	of	Environmental	History	through	the	exploration	of	different	
cases	and	approaches	in	the	United	States,	the	Americas,	and	other	areas	of	the	world:	the	
environmental	impact	of	European	conquest	and	capitalist	economies;	the	tensions	
between	conservation	and	resource	exhaustion,	utilitarianism	and	preservation;	the	
emergence	of	the	modern	sensibility	for	wilderness	and	(later)	restoration;	the	creation	of	
the	national	parks;	the	rise	of	an	environmental	movement	in	the	1960s	and	1970s	focused	
on	environmental	justice,	global	climate	change,	and	sustainability.	Organized	around	the	
reading	of	one	book	per	week,	the	course	provides	opportunities	to	explore	environmental	
history	via	interests	in	local	history,	the	humanities,	the	natural	sciences,	and	pedagogical	
applications.		Meets	Wednesdays,	6‐9pm.	
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HMSL	6130:	Motor	Development	

Instructor:	Jessica	Kiss	

Observation	and	description	of	changes	in	motor	behavior	across	the	life	span.	Emphasis	
on	endogenous	and	environmental	factors	that	affect	motor	development	in	education,	
sport,	and	recreation	activity	settings.	

	

LRND	6010:	Principles	in	Learning	Design	

Instructor:	Fei	Gao	

	This	course	will	focus	on	the	development	of	a	framework	for	designing	learning	that	
supports	pedagogical	diversity	and	innovation	for	learning	in	the	public	and	private	
sectors.		
	
We	will	explore	the	development	of	different	technologies	and	suggest	their	potential	
impact	on	pedagogy,	teaching	and	learning.	We	will	also	examine	the	many	issues	facing	
organizations	(business	and	industry,	education,	health	care,	government,	and	military)	as	
they	struggle	simultaneously	with	a	more	competitive	marketplace,	globalization	and	new	
and	emerging	technologies	with	a	focus	on	innovation.	We	will	explore	and	discuss	the	
impact	of	change	and	the	need	for	organizations	to	continually	learn	and	adapt.	Learning	
organizations	are	organizations	where	people	continually	expand	their	capacity	to	create	
the	results	they	truly	desire,	where	new	and	expansive	patterns	of	thinking	are	nurtured,	
where	collective	aspiration	is	set	free,	and	where	people	are	continually	learning	to	see	the	
whole	together.		

	

LRND	6700:	Principles	of	Multimedia	and	Courseware	Design	[ONLINE]	

Instructor:	Fei	Gao	

This	course	focuses	on	the	application	of	evidence‐based	instructional	methods	to	the	
design,	development,	and	evaluation	of	synchronous	and	asynchronous	e‐learning.	The	
course	presents	a	number	of	research‐based	guidelines	for	e‐learning	to	include	1)	an	
explanation	of	the	guideline,	2)	the	evidence	that	supports	the	guideline,	3)	the	psychology	
behind	the	guideline,	and	4)	examples	of	guideline	violations	and	applications.	The	course	
is	relevant	for	any	instructional	professional	who	is	or	will	be	involved	in	the	review,	
selection,	design,	development,	or	management	of	digital	learning	environments.	The	
course	focuses	on	design	and	development	decisions	proven	to	influence	learning	
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outcomes.	The	course	does	not	teach	or	assume	competency	in	e‐learning	authoring	
software.	

	

LRND	6750:	Leadership	Theory	and	Practice	

Instructor:	Dr.	Gary	M.	Benjamin	

This	course	provides	an	overview	of	established	Leadership	Theories	and	discusses	how	
selected	theories	can	be	applied	to	Learning	Organizations	so	as	to	maximize	productivity.	
Our	focus	is	on	the	application	of	leadership	practices	in	learning	environments	
including	the	unique	impact	of	gender	and	culture	on	leadership.	

	

ENG	6800/	POPC	6800:	Seminar	in	English	Studies:	Imagining	Palestine	

Instructor:	Dr.	Khani	Begum	

Employing	Edward	Said’s	The	Question	of	Palestine	to	foreground	issues	around	what	it	
means	to	be	Palestinian	and	the	idea	of	an	imagined	homeland,	this	course	explores	how	
popular	cultural	representations	in	literature,	film,	graphic	texts,	music,	and	media	affect	
Palestinian	identity	creation.	The	course	also	explores	the	impact	of	the	ongoing	
Palestinian	Israeli	conflict	on	the	lives	of	ordinary	Palestinian	and	Israeli	citizens	in	
Palestine	and	in	the	diaspora.	Readings	include	some	relevant	essays	in	postcolonial	and	
trauma	theories	including	theoretical	third	cinema	perspectives	such	as	The	Dream:	A	
Diary	of	a	Film	by	Mohammad	Malas,	and	Visualizing	the	Palestinian	Struggle:	Towards	a	
Critical	Analytic	of	Palestine	Solidarity	Film	for	example.	Other	primary	texts	are	novels	
and	graphic	texts,	Palestinian	popular	music,	and	select	feature	and	documentary	films.	
Questions	addressed	include	those	around	long‐term	effects	of	national/cultural	trauma	
when	it	extends	over	several	generations,	can	literature	and	film	adequately	give	voice	to	
the	various	positions	involved,	what	role	does	popular	cultural	representation	play	in	
ethically	representing	conflicting	positions	and	how	do	literature,	music,	art,	and	film	point	
towards	healing	the	inherent	trauma	of	displacements.	This	course	has	a	CBL	or	
Community	Based	High	Impact	Learning	component	that	involves	a	final	research	creative	
project	that	engages	with	a	community	based	learning	initiative	to	be	determined	during	
the	semester.	(CBL	experience	can	be	advantageous	in	the	current	job	market	for	all	
disciplines.)	Other	assignments	include	position	papers	and	discussion	question	and	
comment	assignments.	
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MC7110:	Mass	Communication	Theory	

Instructor:		Dr.	S.	Melkote	

		This	course	introduces	graduate	students	to	the	epistemology,	methodologies,	and	other	
disciplinary	perspectives	involved	in	a	study	of	mass	communication	theory.	This	course	
seeks	to	ground	students	within	the	varied	assumptions	and	premises	of	the	areas	of	mass	
communication	theory	and	media	effects	on	society.			
	
This	course	centers	on	three	kinds	of	exposure.		First,	through	readings,	lectures,	and	class	
discussions	students	will	be	introduced	to	the	history	and	epistemology	of	the	field,	the	
theoretical	commitments	of	the	discipline,	and	many	areas	of	study	the	field	
encompasses.		First,	it	will	attempt	to	provide	a	strong	grounding	in	historical	development	
of	the	field	noting	the	epistemological	foundations	and	the	competing	theories	and	
methodologies	at	different	times.	Second,	this	course	will	provide	an	in‐depth	and	critical	
exposure	and	analyses	of	the	social‐behavioral	theories	and	the	interpretive,	critical	and	
cultural	theories	that	have	dominated	this	field.	Finally,	this	course	will	further	hone	your	
skills	in	writing	academic/research	papers.	

	

MC	7150:	Communication	and	Social	Movements	

Instructor:	Ellen	W.	Gorsevski	

This	graduate	level	course	introduces	graduate	students	to	contemporary	theories,	
concepts,	and	methods	of	studying	social	movements	and	activism	in	media,	
communication	and	multidisciplinarily	related	fields.		This	course	enables	students	to	
critically	analyze	co‐cultures	and	forms	of	media	and	communication	used	by	a	variety	of	
legal	and	extra‐legal	movements,	ranging	from	established,	longterm	social	movements,	
such	as	the	U.S.	Civil	Rights	Movement,	to	cutting‐edge	techno‐movements	like	WikiLeaks;	
to	nonviolent	social	movements	such	as	pre‐1950s	African	National	Congress	(ANC);		
	to	middle‐spectrum,	non‐personnel	sabotage	like	early	60s	Spear	of	Nation/uMkhonto	
weSizwe	(MK)	or	early	80s	Greenpeace,	to	violent	social	movements	such	as	ISIS	and	White	
supremacists.				
Areas	we	will	explore	include	factors	of	social	movement	evolution	and	communicative	
management,	such	as	phases,	staging,	logistics,	uses	of	rhetoric	and	media	technologies	for	
recruitment	and	expansion,	charismatic	leaders,	to	nonhierarchical	leadership	and	
structural	forms	or	formlessness,	such	as	Anarchists,	or	laterally	led,	asymmetrical	groups	
like	Animal	Liberation	Front	(ALF).		
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MHSA	6320:	Healthcare	Operations	and	Supply	Chain	Management		

Instructor:		Jinha	Lee,	Assistant	Professor	

This	course	examines	operational	issues	in	health	care	management.	Topics	include	
systems	analysis,	continuous	quality	improvement	and	re‐engineering,	demand	
forecasting,	facility	location	and	design	models,	decision	analysis	techniques,	linear	
programming,	queuing	and	waiting	models,	inventory	control	models,	and	statistical	
quality	control.	The	goal	is	to	instill	an	understanding	of	the	language,	applications,	and	
limitations	of	quantitative	models	with	regard	to	decision‐making	and	problem	solving	in	
health	care	organizations.	
	
Computing	skills	are	required	with	MS	Excel.	

	

PHIL	6110:	Ancient	Philosophy	

Instructor:	Brandon	Warmke	

Epistemology	is	the	study	of	knowledge,	rationality,	and	evidence.	How	did	ancient	
thinkers	in	the	Western	world	understand	these	ideas?	This	is	a	seminar	on	ancient	
epistemology	in	the	Western	tradition,	covering	roughly	the	period	from	the	sixth	century	
B.C.	to	the	third	century	A.D.	We	will	discuss	the	broad	range	of	epistemic	concepts	thought	
to	be	important	during	this	period,	including	knowledge,	belief,	justification,	ignorance,	
evidence,	expertise,	and	understanding.	We	will	trace	epistemic	developments	through	
three	main	periods:	(1)	the	Pre‐Socratics	and	the	Sophists	(Homer,	Xenophanes,	Heraclitus,	
Parmenides,	and	Protagoras);	(2)	the	Classical	period	(Socrates,	Plato,	and	Aristotle);	and	
(3)	the	Hellenistic	period	(Stoics,	Epicureans,	and	Skeptics).		

	

POLS	5800:	Nonprofit	Administration	

Instructor:	Abhishek	Bhati	

Nonprofit	organizations	play	a	crucial	role	in	our	lives	and	across	the	world.	Nonprofit	
organizations	help	millions	of	poor	people	by	providing	basic	necessities	such	as	food,	
education	and	health	care	in	the	United	States	and	around	the	world.	Nonprofits	provide	
products	and	services,	sometimes	just	by	themselves	or	in	some	cases	networking	with	for‐
profit	and/or	government	institutions.		

The	course	hopes	to	stir	students’	thought	processes	by	focusing	on	issues	related	to	
poverty	and	social	inequality	and	thereby	laying	the	foundation	for	the	role	of	nonprofits	in	
our	society.	This	course	is	designed	to	provide	students	with	a	general	overview	of	the	
nonprofit	sector,	understanding	the	working	of	nonprofit	organizations,	strategic	planning,	
resource	acquisition	and	management,	and	issues	of	ethical	concerns.	The	course	material	
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aims	at	fostering	critical	thinking	among	students	by	applying	theoretical	concepts	from	
the	literature	to	solve	real‐life	problems	faced	by	nonprofit	executives	and	leaders.	

	

POPC	6800/WS	6800:	Women	and	Bollywood	

Instructor:		Kristen	Rudisill	

This	course	will	unpack	the	long	and	contentious	history	of	women	and	gender	
performance	in	the	Bollywood	film	industry	over	the	past	century.	Women	participate	in	
the	industry	in	varied	roles	including	actress,	singer,	dancer,	director,	and	choreographer.	
Female	stars	are	objects	of	lust,	gossip,	fantasy,	and	sexual	harassment.	Many	early	
actresses	were	dancers	from	hereditary	performing	families,	and	treated	contemptuously	
as	public	women.	The	course	also	addresses	stock	female	characters	such	as	courtesans,	
mothers,	goddesses,	vamps,	and	heroines	and	how	those	stereotypes	and	their	
representatives	have	shifted	over	the	years.	Some	changes	include	actresses	coming	from	
different	racial,	economic,	and	religious	communities.	Female	characters	such	as	the	iconic	
Mother	India	have	been	long	standing	symbols	of	the	nation.	Other	characters,	like	the	
vamp	and	the	heroine	eventually	merged	thanks	to	devices	such	as	dream,	fantasy,	and	
undercover	sequences.	While	dancers	were	out	on	the	public	stage,	especially	those	known	
as	“item	dancers,”	singers	were	kept	in	the	studio,	out	of	the	public	eye,	in	order	to	
maintain	their	reputations	and	marriage	prospects.	We	have	seen	a	rise	in	the	past	few	
years	of	women	directors	in	Bollywood	as	well	as	regional	and	parallel	films.	Body	image	
and	ideas	about	beauty	have	changed	as	well	over	the	years,	and	we	will	discuss	skin	color	
and	weight	in	particular.	In	addition	to	readings,	students	will	be	required	to	watch	a	
number	of	films	and	present	on	individual	women.	

	

PUBH	6700:	Cost‐Effectiveness	and	Cost‐Benefit	Analysis:	Public	Health	and	
Medicine	Perspective		

Instructor:		Jinha	Lee,	Assistant	Professor	

This	course	focuses	on	the	use	of	cost	effectiveness	analysis	and	mathematical	modeling	to	
inform	decisions	about	improving	health.	The	course	also	covers	a	number	of	related	
analytical	tools	such	as	cost	benefit	analysis,	decision	analysis,	and	sensitivity	analysis.	
Students	will	learn	theoretical	justifications	for	these	tools	as	well	as	their	limitations.	The	
main	goal	is	for	students	to	understand	when	cost	effectiveness	analysis	and	related	tools	
are	appropriate	and	how	to	apply	them	in	practice	to	a	broad	range	of	health	issues.	
	
Computing	skills	are	required	with	MS	Excel	and	TreeAge	Pro.	
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THFM	6630:	Introduction	to	Performance	Studies	

Instructor:	Angela	Ahlgren	

Introduction	to	history,	foundational	concepts,	and	methodologies	of	Performance	Studies.	
This	course	is	required	for	students	interested	in	the	Graduate	Certificate	in	Performance	
Studies.		

	

THFM	7600:	Theatre/Performance	Pedagogy	and	Professional	Development	

Instructor:	Jonathan	Chambers	

	Exploration	of	pedagogical	philosophies,	problems,	and	issues	pertinent	to	academic	and	
non‐academic	careers	in	theatre	and	performance	studies.	Course	meets	M	&	W,	11:00‐
12:45.		


