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FACULTY SENATE MINUTES 
March 14, 2017       Assembly Room 
         McFall Center  
      

             
CALL TO ORDER: 2:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Quorum present. 
 
CHAIR REMARKS 
Chair of Faculty Senate: Rachelle Hippler- 
Welcome senators and guests to the 3rd Faculty Senate meeting of the spring 2017 
semester.   
Thank you for taking time out of your day to be here.  As we look ahead, I mentioned 
four initiatives to keep on our radar. 

1. New calendar – adding a “winter session”  
• You will hear more from the Provost as work progresses 

2. University-wide course evaluation of teaching and learning 
• You will hear more about this later in today’s meeting 

3. Textbook Affordability  
• The ad hoc committee is collecting information from the various groups 

working on this issue. 
4. University-wide Policy Alignment 

• You will hear more from Allen Rogel later in this meeting 
 

A special thank you goes to:  
• the Senate Executive Committee for their leadership in planning the Special 

Meeting of the Senate on February 21st to discuss the Welcoming Campus 
Resolution; 

• the guest speakers (Christina Guenther, Valeria Grinberg Pla, Kristie Foell, Dan 
McInnis) for bring these issues to the Senate; and, 

• Dr. Mazey for taking immediate action through her listening tours showing 
sincere concern for the well-being of our students and faculty. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
President: Dr. Mary Ellen Mazey: 
The IUC presidents are focused on three major items relating to the state budget and are 
working together to foster an agenda with the Ohio House of Representatives. The first 
item is the textbook purchase mandate. The presidents hope to eliminate the provision 
from legislation and replace it with a study of the baseline costs. They propose that the 
study be completed by March 1, 2018. Subsequently, each university would submit a plan 
to reduce costs for the fall semester of 2018. Secondly, the IUC has requested an increase 
in the state share of instruction (SSI) by a minimum of two percent in each fiscal year 
which is consistent with the CPI for the previous 12-month period ending December 
2016. If tuition is frozen for the second consecutive biennium, then the increase in SSI 
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should be four percent in FY18 and 4.5 percent in FY19. The third item is a freeze on 
tuition and all other fees with the exclusion of board and room. The IUC presidents think 
that there should be tuition flexibility in the form of allowing public university boards of 
trustees to establish tuition up to a certain, reasonable amount. 
 
Dr. Mazey reported that enrollments for the fall of 2017 are looking strong. The target of 
“admits” has been met, and staff are now are diligently working to encourage housing 
deposits and confirmations. She said that faculty can assist the recruitment/enrollment 
process by calling prospective students as she has done.  
 
President Mazey said that she and Provost Rogers and Vice President of Student Affairs 
Gibson have been on ‘listening tours’ with students, faculty and staff. The President asks 
each member of the BGSU community to find ways to create a climate on campus that 
supports diversity and inclusion. She said that it is very important for the University to 
show respect and dignity to every student, faculty, and staff member. She said that as 
colleagues, all faculty, staff and students need to support each other and BGSU.  
 
President Mazey thanked the Faculty Senate for their work to build BGSU. 
Questions: 
Q: David Border- With increased enrollment do we have housing available? 
A: Pres. Mazey- We do, even with Harshman coming down. We have a partnership with 
some off campus housing. 
Q: David Jackson- What is the update on textbook affordability? 
A: Pres. Mazey- ICU is trying to come up with an alternate plan. 
 
 
CONTITUENT REMARKS: 
BGSU-FA- Christina Guenther- Remarks to Senate: 
1.	FA	elections	took	place	in	February	for	the	position	of	FA	president	and	vice-
president.	Congratulations	to	David	Jackson	and	Steve	Demuth.	Both	have	been	
elected	for	the	regular	three-year	term.	
	
2.		The	FA	is	currently	negotiating	with	the	administration	over	faculty	expectations	
regarding	the	J-Term.	Issues	that	are	of	particular	relevance	to	the	Faculty	
Association	and	need	to	be	negotiated	are	faculty	compensation	&		expectations	of	
faculty	(TTF	and	NTTF)	during	the	extended	5-week	period.	
	
3.		The	Faculty	Senate	&	administration	are	in	the	process	of	aligning	the	Charter	
with	the	CBA.	The	FA—represented	by	David	Jackson	as	ex	officio	member—is	
working	through	the	committee	process	to	ensure	that	as	many	protections	for	TTF	
and	NTTF	are	maintained	in	the	Charter.	
	
4.		Finally,	the	FA	has	scheduled	an	open	informational	meeting	on	this	coming	
Thursday—17	March—at	6:30pm	in	223	Olscamp	to	discuss	legislative	issues,	
particularly	at	the	state	level.	We	invite	everyone—not	just	members	but	all	faculty,	
administrators	and	staff--	to	attend	this	meeting	at	which	the	President	of	the	
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national	AAUP	and	the	Director	of	the	Ohio-AAUP	will	speak	and	answer	your	
questions.		
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

§ Business 
§ Department Merger- ROCS/GREAL 

Theodore Rippy, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences & 
Nathan Richardson, Chair, Professor, Romance & Classical 
Studies 
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Questions: 
Q: Salim Elwanzani- What kind of jobs do students get with this major? 
A: Nathan Richardson- Education is the main road, international business, study abroad. 
A: Ted Rippey- They can do anything they want to. They can go to grad school, pair with 
other areas. 
A: Pres. Mazey- One alum is head of a large private investment firm related to  
international banking. 
 
Motion to vote on proposal- Craig Zirble, Second, Allen Rogel. 
Motion passes 52 for, 1 against, 0 abstain. 
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§ New Online Progam- Career and Technical Education 

§ Frederick Polkinghorne, School of Teaching and Learning- 
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Motion to vote on new program: Nancy Patterson, Second: Joseph Robertshaw 
Motion passes; 50 for, 0 against, 3 abstain  
 
 
 

§ Charter Amendment- Replace President’s Panel with University Council  
§ Allen Rogle, Chair of Amendments & Bylaws 
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Motion to approve Charter changes: Ken Borland, Second: Amy Ryback 

Motion passes: 52 for, 0 against, 0 abstain	 

• Presentations/Updates 
o IT Security Update 

§ John Ellinger, chief Information Officer 
§ Matt Haschak, Security and Infrastructure 

	CIO will send a follow up statement on Security to share by the next Senate meeting. 

o University-wide Course Evaluation Final Report 
§ Rachelle Hippler & Julie Matuga, Co-Chairs 
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Questions: 

Q: Do you use an evaluation kit? 
A: Julie Matuga- Some use kits, some have qualtrics.  There are different tools.  
Please let us know if you hear of any tools. 
Q: Mariana Mitova- We lost a lot of respondents when we switched to qualtrics.  
A: Julie Matuga- We are looking at tools that work with Canvas. 
Q: Craig Zirbel- In the future, will these 6 questions be mandated? 
A: Julie Matuga- This is the implementation process. 
Q: Salim Elwanzani- Good parameters more driven from a faculty point of view? 
A: Julie Matuga- We received a lot of feedback from students concerning the 
questions. 
Q:Steve Koppitch- Will there be discussions? 
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A: Julie Matuga- These questions were created from three open forums. 
 
We are scheduling some Teaching and Learning events there will be one on Active 
Learning Classrooms on March 24th. 

 
 
ISSUES AND CONCERNS:-  
 
 
REPORTS FROM SENATE COMMITTEES 
 
Committee on Academic Affairs (CAA): N/A  

 
Committee on Professional Affairs (CPA): N/A 
 
Adjunct Faculty Committee (AFC): N/A 
 
Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee (FAAC): N/A 
 
Committee on Committees (COM/COM): Chris Rump- Faculty Senate is seeking 
nominations for election to several Faculty Senate standing committees. Vacancies are 
listed below. Self-nominations are welcome, of course. For all other nominations, be sure 
that the nominee is willing to serve. For information about committees see: 
www.bgsu.edu/faculty-senate/committees.html or click on the hyperlinks below. The 
deadline for nominations is 5 PM, Thursday, March 30, 2017. Elections will take place 
by paper ballot at the next Faculty Senate meeting on April 4. Please forward any 
nominations to Robyn Miller at robyngm@bgsu.edu.  Thank you! 
Amendments and Bylaws (A&B): Allen Rogel- Two major facets are realignment of 
what is currently in Part B and other areas of the Charter and putting the CBA in the 
Charter. We are paying attention to national trends. Next fall is scheduled for a complete 
Charter overhaul. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn- Michelle Heckman, Second- Craig Zirbel 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Robyn Miller, Secretary 
 
 


