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Conclusion 

Background 

• Residing in a community with high levels of 
violence relates to negative outcomes including 
increased interpersonal violence (as in Latzman 
et al. 2005; Romano et al. 2005; Wright et al. 
2011). 
• The social disorganization tradition explains 

this relationship as a function of neighborhood 
characteristics (as in Bursik and Grasmick 
1993; Sampson et al. 1997). 
• The purpose of this study is to examine how 

psychological states can affect violence. 
• By integrating the stress and coping 

perspective, I conceptualize that continued 
exposure to violence in the neighborhood leads 
to resource depletion placing the individual at 
increased risk for PTSD  (Baumeister et al. 
1998; Pearlin 1999). 
• The hyper-arousal and reactivity characteristic 

of PTSD thus increases the individual’s violent 
acting out. 

Data and Measures Multivariate Results 

Conceptual Model 

• Data from the Collaborative Psychiatric 
Epidemiology Surveys (CPES) are used to 
examine this proposed relationship (Alegria et al. 
2001-2003). 

Measures 
• Violent behavior (sum scale). 
• Neighborhood violence (standardized scale). 
• The PTSD (dummy). 
• Trauma Exposure (log of unique traumatic 

experiences). 
• Control variables: age, sex, race (ref = white), 

education (ref = less than high school), and prior 
violence. 

• Neighborhood violence predicts both 
individuals’ violent behavior and PTSD 
diagnosis. 
• PTSD diagnosis  relates to increased violence. 
• Stronger social support networks are negatively 
related to average neighborhood violence. 

Summary 

• Living in a violent neighborhood increases the 
probability of violent behavior. 
• Psychological well-being is tied to: 
• Healthier neighborhood social conditions. 
• Decreased probability of engaging in 
violence. 

• Strong social networks moderate the effect of 
neighborhood conditions. 

Limitations/Future Research 

• The data are cross sectional 
• Future exploration: 
• Examine relationships longitudinally. 
• Incorporate individual level controls. 
• Explore the nature of the causal relationship 
between individual violence and 
neighborhood violence. 

Results 


