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Alumni  Newsletter
LETTER  FROM  THE  CHAIR
Dear  Journalism  Alumni:

We’re  still  reveling  in  the  glow  of  our  annual  department  awards  ceremony.  We  honored  the  best  and  the  brightest  students
and  they  heard  inspiring  words  from  Chris  Hawley,  an  alumnus  inducted  into  the  Kappa  Tau  Alpha  Hall  of  Fame.  Hawley,
managing  editor  of  digital  content  for  Raytheon,  described  how  passions  sparked  at  BGSU  had  shaped  his  life.  On  the  trip  in
from  the  airport,  he  talked  about  how  much  associate  professor  Catherine  Cassara  meant  to  him.  During  his  presentation,  he
described  the  value  of  her  advice  to  learn  how  to  fly  a  plane.  Following  the  ceremony,  Hawley  caught  up  with  Cassara  at  the
door.  After  a  brief  conversation,  they  shared  a  long,  warm  hug.  I  hold  tight  to  that  mental  picture  because  it  typifies  connections
between  alumni  and  faculty  members.

Some  graduating  seniors  have  been  asking  what  they  could  have  done  to  convince  other  students  to  spend  more  time
working  in  student  media  and  attending  professional  conferences.    They  recognize  how  they’ve  grown  from  these
experiences.  It  seems  as  if  your  encouragement  about  the  value  of  experience  outside  the  classroom  with  early  involvement
in  student  media  and  professional  conferences  could  help  our  students  tremendously.  Students  always  come  back  excited
and  eager  after  attending  a  professional  conference.  Chevon  Anderson  said  her  eyes  were  opened  after  going  to  the  National
Association  of  Black  Journalists  annual  convention.  For  the  first  time,  she  saw  her  future  as  a  professional.  Attending  regional
conferences  of  the  Society  of  Professional  Journalists  has  inspired  Alex  Alusheff.  All  of  our  students  benefit  from  hearing  you
reinforce  how  important  student  media,  internships  and  professional  conferences  are  to  career  success.  Your  participation  in
our  Alumni  Mentor  Program  offers  an  easy  way  for  us  to  connect.

You  could  inspire  students  just  by  letting  us  know  what  you  are  doing.  If  you  can  make  the  time,  we’d  love  to  have  you  on
campus  to  share  your  expertise  and  experience.  We  can  also  beam  you  in  via  Skype  or  other  video  technology  if  that  works
better  for  you.  We  know  that  students  and  alumni  all  reap  huge  rewards  from  being  connected.  We  hope  you  can  make  the
time  to  be  a  mentor,  a  visitor  or  the  subject  of  an  article  in  a  newsletter  update.  Your  experiences  in  shifting  industries  can  help
us  keep  current  students  at  the  front  of  change.

With  that  in  mind,  I  encourage  you  to  complete  a  short  survey  you  will  receive  this  summer  about  connections  between
aspects  of  your  education  and  your  work  experiences.  In  it,  we  will  ask  for  your  ideas  about  keeping  connected  with  our
students.  We  need  your  perspective  as  part  of  our  ongoing  effort  to  make  journalism  and  public  relations  at  BGSU  the  best
possible  as  we  negotiate  this  current  era  of  change.  And  this  survey  will  contribute  to  our  multi-­faceted  assessment  efforts.  We
need  you.  We  need  you  to  tell  us  how  you  now  use  basic  skills  as  we  continue  adapting  to  a  changing  professional  landscape
and  strive  to  graduate  the  next  generation  of  skilled  and  adaptive  journalists.

We’re  excited  about  moving  into  a  totally  renovated  building  as  soon  as  August  2014.  We’ve  been  calling  it  Dream  Hall.  You
probably  knew  it  as  South  Hall,  but  this  old  shell  will  soon  contain  a  completely  new  facility  within  its  old  exterior.  We  will  look
south  toward  Wooster  Street  and  north  toward  the  student  union.  Our  faculty  have  been  involved  in  each  step  of  the  planning
process.  Professor  Jim  Foust,  in  particular,  deserves  our  thanks  for  his  work  on  the  building  committee.  I’ll  keep  you  posted  on
the  progress.

Alumni,  students  and  faculty  have  had  many  recent  adventures  and  successes.  Led  by  Cassara  and  Julie  Hagenbuch,  some
of  our  students  spent  spring  break  in  Paris  and  visited  with  European  journalists  and  public  relations  professionals.      For  the
second  year,  one  of  our  students,  Max  Filby,  the  BG  News  Editor  in  Chief,  received  support  from  the  Scripps  Howard
Foundation  for  a  paid,  multi-­media  internship.  Filby  will  spend  his  summer  at  the  Commercial  Appeal  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.
For  the  first  year  at  BGSU,  the  National  Football  League  is  kicking  off  a  new  sports  journalism  and  communication  workshop
in  May.  Faculty  and  students  from  the  department  will  work  with  24  current  and  former  players.  

I  hope  you  enjoy  the  alumni  updates  in  the  newsletter  as  well.  You  can  read  about  Alaina  Buzas,  Tom  Dawson,  Candice
Jones,  Diane  Larson,  Joe  Morehart,  Nick  Paine,  Mizell  Stewart,  and  Maggie  Timlin  in  this  issue.

Sincerely,

Dr.  Kathy  Bradshaw,  chair
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ALUMNI  NEWS
  

Diane  Larson  came  to  BGSU  for  school  from  her  home  in  Canton,  Ohio,  because  she  didn't  want  to  go  to
college  close  to  home.  Twenty-­nine  years  later,  the  area  has  become  more  than  home.  The  anchor  for  13
ABC  News  in  Toledo  is  who  viewers  turn  to  for  the  news.  They  appreciate  her  dedication  and  trust  her
journalism  integrity.    [READ  MORE]

  

Through  his  continued  commitment  to  serving  others  and  promoting  his  profession,  1994  graduate  Mizell
Stewart  will  soon  receive  a  new  distinction.  An  active  member  of  the  American  Society  of  News  Editors’
board  of  directors,  he  will  assume  the  role  of  treasurer  at  the  organization’s  June  24-­26  convention  in
Washington,  D.C,  and  become  president  in  2016.  [READ  MORE]

A  2011  graduate  has  taken  her  journalism  skills  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Lexington,  Ky.,    Alumna  Shannon
Carney  left  Toledo’s  news  station  WNWO  in  July  to  take  the  job  as  the  5  p.m.  producer  at  WTVQ  an  ABC
affiliate.  In  March,  she  returned  to  campus  to  talk  about  her  new  job  and  what  students  can  do  to  prepare
for  a  career  in  broadcast.  [READ  MORE]

  

  

Alumnus  Nicholas  Paine,  2002,  was  promoted  in  January  to  executive  producer  after  seven  years  with
WPVI  Action  News  of  Philadelphia,  an  ABC-­owned  news  channel.  He  has  produced  several  newscasts
since  joining  Action  News  in  2005.  He  started  with  the  6  a.m.  newscast,  then  moved  to  the  5  p.m.
newscast,  and  is  now  doing  the  4  p.m.  newscast.  [READ  MORE]

  

  

  

Thomas  Dawson,  ’66,  could  actually  enjoy  his  retirement  from  Buckeye  Cable  Systems  in  Toledo  if  he
wasn’t  still  working.  Dawson,  who  was  the  director  of  government  and  community  affairs,  retired  in  2009
after  40  years  with  the  Toledo  Blade  and  Buckeye  Cable  System,  and  was  hired  back  as  a  consultant
essentially  doing  what  he  was  doing  before.  Dawson’s  50-­year  career  in  journalism  and  the  media  began
in  1963  as  a  sophomore  at  BGSU  majoring  in  journalism.  [READ  MORE]

  

  

Candice  Lee  Jones,  ’08,  has  ventured  out  of  the  journalism  world  into  the  realm  of  higher  education.  
Jones  accepted  a  position  as  the  assistant  to  President  Michael  Schoop  of  Cuyahoga  Community  College
Metro  Campus  in  downtown  Cleveland.  This  was  a  big  change  for  Jones  since  all  of  her  undergraduate
and  work  experience  was  in  print  journalism.  [READ  MORE]
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and  work  experience  was  in  print  journalism.  [READ  MORE]

  

As  undergraduate  students,  Joe  Morehart,  ’09,  studied  print  journalism  and  Maggie  Timlin,  ’08,  studied
public  relations.  The  two  alumni  share  interesting  stories  of  their  path  to  a  career  in  law.  They  each  share
what  influenced  and  inspired  them  to  go  to  law  school  after  graduation  and  how  their  studies  in  journalism
helped  them  along  the  way.  [READ  MORE]

  

The  news  of  the  deaths  of  three  alumni  has  reached  the  department.

David  C.  Miller,  66,  editor  of  the  Bowling  Green  Sentinel  Tribune,  died  May  18,  2013.    A  1969  graduate,
Miller  was  editor  of  the  1969  Key  yearbook,  which  won  an  All-­American  rating.  He  started  at  the  Sentinel
Tribune  in  1971  as  a  reporter.  He  was  inducted  into  the  BGSU  journalism  Hall  of  Fame  and  provided
opportunities  for  journalism  students  to  do  internships  at  the  paper.  [LINK  to  full  obituary]

Patrick  Mettes,  56,  a  former  director  for  MSNBC,  was  a  1978  graduate  who  did  a  lot  of  work  with  the  PBS
station  WBGU-­TV  while  enrolled  in  the  university.    He  later  went  on  to  work  at  Toledo  news  stations  WTOL
and  WTVG.    Mettes  remained  a  supporter  of  BGSU  after  his  graduation  and  offered  to  mentor  journalism
students.  [LINK  to  full  obituary]

Jerry  Weddell  Cosley,  76,  retired  as  vice  president  of  corporate  communications  with  UtilitCorp  United
Inc.  in  2001.    Cosley  graduated  in  1960  when  journalism  was  in  the  business  college.    While  at  Bowling
Green,  Cosley  was  a  student  counselor  in  Rodger  Quadrangle  residence  hall  program.
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ALUMNA  IS  FACE  OF  13  NEWS  IN  TOLEDO
  

  

PHOTOS:  In  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  August  2012,    President  Obama  granted  Larson  a  five-­minute  interview.  She  was  the  only
television  reporter  in  the  state  to  interview  him  one-­on-­one.    Jerry  Lewis  Labor  Day  Telethon  in  2010  with  Lee  Conklin,  which
Larson  has  hosted  for  nearly  30  years.  News  team  of  Susan  Ross  Well,  Lee  Conklin,  Diane  Larson  and  Stan  Stachak  pose  for
a  photo  on  Stan's  last  day  as  chief  meteorologist.

http://www.bgsu.edu/
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|  by  Kaila  Johnson,  ’13

The  producer  begins  the  countdown…3,  2,  1.

“Good  evening.  I’m  Diane  Larson.”

This  is  the  way  TV-­13  ABC  news  anchor  Diane  Larson  has  started  the  newscast  for  the  past  29  years.

“Wow,  I  can’t  even  believe  it’s  been  that  long,”  Larson  said.

Originally  from  Canton,  Ohio,  she  chose  to  do  her  undergraduate  work  at  BGSU.  “I  knew  BG  had  a  journalism  program  and
that  I  didn’t  want  to  go  to  a  school  so  close  to  home,”  Larson  said.

At  BGSU,  Larson  worked  in  catering  as  a  waitress  to  help  pay  for  her  education.  “I  remember  one  time  I  got  one  of  my
girlfriends  a  job,”  Larson  said.  “I  told  her  it  was  easy  money.  All  you  had  to  do  was  put  the  plates  on  the  tables  and  work
around  athletes.”

Larson  wasn’t  only  a  student  and  waitress;;  she  was  also  an  intern  at  24  WDHO-­TV.  “At  my  internship  I  was  actually  on-­air
reporting  stories  for  a  live  show,”  Larson  said.

The  station  manager  trusted  her  so  much  she  was  given  the  opportunity  to  go  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  report  on  the  World’s  Fair.
“I  think  it  was  just  me  and  a  photographer  who  drove  down  the  day  of  and  covered  the  fair,  then  drove  right  back  the  day  of,”
she  said.

Reporting  on  the  World’s  Fair  was  a  huge  responsibility.  “I  had  to  miss  classes,  and  I  remember  my  teachers  being  so
understanding  because  they  knew  how  serious  this  opportunity  was,”  Larson  said.

Following  her  success  as  an  intern,  the  station  hired  Larson  full  time  after  graduation.  She  stayed  there  for  two  years.

In  1984,  Larson  officially  became  part  of  13  ABC’s  news  team.

“Working  with  Diane  is  a  treat,”  fellow  anchor  Lee  Conklin  said.    “She  is  a  dedicated  journalist  who  is  all  about  the  facts.    She
has  an  incredibly  quick  wit  and  is  someone  I  and  the  television  audience  can  truly  trust.”

Though  viewers  see  her  face  every  weekday  at  5  p.m.,  6  p.m.,  and  11  p.m.,  there  is  a  lot  more  that  goes  into  her  job.

Larson  explained:  “My  day  starts  at  around  2:30  p.m.  I  am  putting  news  briefs  together,  debriefing  reporters,  making  calls  own
my  own  to  fact  check,  and  then  I  anchor  the  5  and  6  o’clock  show.  After  that  I  have  a  dinner  break,  come  back,  read  over  my
scripts,  look  over  reporters’  scripts,  post  stuff  on  the  Web  and  finally  anchor  the  11  o’clock  newscast.”

Larson’s  dedication  extends  to  the  community.  She  participates  in  several  foundations  such  as  Adopt  America,  Taste  of  the
Nation,  and  Milestone  luncheon  hosted  by  YWCA.

“This  community  has  been  so  kind  to  me,”  Larson  said.  “I  feel  like  it  is  my  obligation  to  give  back.”
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Journalism and public ser-
vice have played a significant 
role in the life of distinguished 
BGSU alumnus Mizell Stewart.

Inspired by his late grand-
father and mother, who taught 
him to read with a newspaper 
when he was 3, Stewart devel-
oped a fondness for both at an 
early age, starting a class news-
paper as a third-grader and vol-
unteering in the community.

His unbridled passion for 
public service journalism led 
him to several cities in his adult 
years, including Biloxi, Miss., 
where he managed a news staff 
that won the 2006 Pulitzer Gold 
Medal for Public Service for its 
coverage of Hurricane Katrina.

Through his continued 
commitment to serving others 
and promoting his profession, 
Stewart will soon receive a new 
distinction. An active member 
of the American Society of 
News Editors’ board of direc-
tors, he will assume the role 
of treasurer at the organiza-
tion’s June 24-26 convention in 
Washington, D.C.

ASNE Executive Direc-
tor Arnie Robbins said he is 
thrilled to welcome Stewart to 
the organization’s leadership 
ladder.

“I’ve always been impressed 
with how thoughtful he is,” 
Robbins said. “He comes off as 
a very smart guy. He is going 
to use his experiences in a way 
that will only help our organi-
zation.”

Founded in 1922, ASNE 
champions fair, principled, 
high-quality journalism and the 
protection of First Amendment 
freedoms. The nonprofit orga-
nization’s other areas of focus 
are leadership, innovation and 
diversity. 

Stewart said the organiza-
tion’s members are committed 
to empowering the communi-
ties they serve, an aspect he 
admires.

“Journalism is an outstand-
ing way to give back to the 
community,” he said. “Some-
times, as journalists, we de-
scribe ourselves as being de-
tached observers. I’ve never 
subscribed to that. I believe 
journalist should play a role 
in improving the communities 
that they inhabit.”

It’s a belief he inherited from 
his late grandfather, a longtime 
police officer and community 
activist in Youngstown, Ohio.

“My passion for service 
came from my grandfather,” 
Stewart said. “I came to find 
out that he teamed up with the 
editor of the Youngstown Vin-
dicator to raise money for a 
youth center that still operates 
in Youngstown and bears his 
name. He set a great example. I 
got my passion for community 
through his example.”

Stewart continues to carry 
on the legacy of his grandfather 
through his own involvement 
in community and professional 
organizations. Most of his work 

is directed toward high school 
and college students. 

“One of the most reward-
ing things I do every year is to 
speak to a group of high school 
newspaper advisers in an effort 
to make them and their students 
successful,” said Stewart, who 
is actively involved with the 
Scripps Howard Foundation, 
which supports journalism 
programs at Ohio University, 
Hampton and Florida Interna-
tional.

In addition, the 1994 grad 
remains involved with his 
alma mater, which he credits 
for much of his success as vice 
president of content for The 
E.W. Scripps Co.

“Mizell is truly one of the 
top leaders in journalism in 
America,” said Tim Ethridge, 
who succeeded Stewart as edi-
tor of the Evansville Courier & 
Press in March 2012.

In his current leadership 
role, Stewart develops con-
tent strategy for both print and 
digital platforms in Scripps’ 14 
newspaper markets, including 
the one he left in the care of 
Ethridge.

 “Mizell leads both in spirit 
and by example,” said Ethridge, 
who reports directly to Stewart. 
“He’s a  man whose presence 
will be felt in this field long af-
ter he’s retired to some sunny 
beach.”

A Proven Leader

Prior to accepting his current position 
as chief content officer at E.W. Scripps, 
Mizell Stewart managed an award-
winning news staff as editor of the 
Evansville Courier & Press.

In his five years with the Scripps-
owned daily newspaper, Stewart 
oversaw a staff of reporters and was 
responsible for the editorial con-
tent of the newspaper, its website, 
a monthly business publication and 
a quarterly women’s magazine. He also 
hosted a weekly public television program 
and served as a community ambassador 
through his devout participation in several 
community and professional organizations.

Most importantly, said colleague Tim 
Ethridge, he changed attitudes in the news-
room.

“When he became editor in Evansville,” 
Ethridge said, “it was at what was the be-

ginning of the huge change in the way 
newspapers operate. No longer was it good 

enough to put out a great paper then 
reprint the news online. We were 
at the start of becoming a 24-hour 
news operation.”

Despite advancements in news-
room technology and the incorpora-
tion of digital news mediums, Eth-
ridge said Stewart hasn’t lost focus 
on local journalism. Instead, he has 

helped to strengthen community journalism 
efforts in Southern Indiana and Scripps’ 13 
other markets.

“While we’re staffing our newsrooms 
from 4 a.m. to 1 a.m., tweeting, sending 
text alerts, blogging and Facebooking,” 
Ethridge said, “Mizell is making sure we 
don’t take a pass on our true calling, to 
provide watchdog journalism for our com-
munities.” 

Stewart focuses on local, colleague says

Journalism alumnus Mizell Stewart listens intently during a 2012 meeting with 
the editorial staff at the Naples Daily News in Naples, Fla. Stewart will assume 
the role of treasurer for the American Society of News Editors this summer.

Mizell Stewart, VP  of content for E.W. Scripps 
newspaper division, speaks to the editorial staff at 
the Naples Daily News during a 2012 meeting.

Eric Strachan/Naples Daily News

Eric Strachan/Naples Daily News

Tim Ethridge

ASNE welcomes Stewart 
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Journalism alumnae Courtney Wheaton (left) and Shannon Carney (right) came 
back to BGSU to talk to graduating seniors about life after college.
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to The Bluegrass State

“It’s kind of 
one of those 
things you 
have to be 
ready to be 
thrown to 
the wolves”

-Shannon Carney

A 2011 graduate has taken 
her journalism skills from To-
ledo, Ohio, to Lexington, Ky.  

Alumna Shannon Carney left 
Toledo’s news station WNWO 
in July to take the job as the 5 

p.m. producer 
at WTVQ an 
ABC affiliate.  

She said 
she loves it 
and wouldn’t 
trade it for 
anything in 
the world.

Just two 
months after graduating, Car-
ney had a job as a morning pro-
ducer and reporter at WNWO.  

She produced a two-hour 
show that was later upgraded to 
a two-and-a-half-hour show.  

Carney also was the host of 
“Toledo’s Biggest Loser.”  

This was her first job outside 
of school and Carney said she 
was a little nervous at the be-
ginning.  

“Its kind of one of those 
things you have to be ready to 

be thrown to the wolves,” she 
said, “It’s a lot, but you learn 
quickly.  It’s something you 
have to go and do every single 
day until it becomes second na-
ture.”

After a year, Carney moved 
285 miles away to Lexington.  

Carney said this new 
producer job is stressful, but 
she loves it.  “I have to be ready 
at the drop of a hat to change 
everything in a half hour,” she 
said.  

She said she was thrilled 
when she had a reporter live 
from Rome on her show when 
the pope was elected.  

“You forget how cool your 
job is,” Carney said. “But then 
you get to do typical things as 
a reporter that no one else gets 
to do!”  

Carney interned at three 
news stations as a student, but 
said succeeding is more of who 
you know that what you know.  

Her boss in Lexington, 
Steve France, was briefly in the 
BGSU journalism program and 

Carney said it was helpful that 
they were both from the same 
place.  

While her internships at FOX 
Toledo, WTOL, and WKBN 
helped, Carney said what re-
ally prepared her was  her was 
her advance broadcast class 
with Associate Professor Kathy 
Bradshaw.

“When Carney was a stu-
dent, she always had a profes-
sional attitude,” Bradshaw said.  
“She always knew that she was 
getting ready for a career. She 
never had the ‘learn it for the 
test’ approach to what she was 
doing here at BGSU.”

In late March, Carney came 
back to Bradshaw’s class, but 
this time she was the teacher.  
She spoke with students about 
her new job and what to prepare 
for.  

“She’s a great model for stu-
dents,” Bradshaw said.  “And, 
she wanted to be here. She 
wanted to help our current stu-
dents succeed and find jobs that 
they love.”

Shannon’s 
Journey
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ALUMNUS  MOVES  UP  THE  LADDER  IN  PHILADELPHIA
|  by  Jacob  Amstel,  ’13

Alumnus  Nicholas  Paine  controls  what  the  city  of  Philadelphia  watches  on  television.

Paine,  2002,  was  promoted  in  January  to  executive  producer  after  seven  years  with  WPVI  Action  News  of  Philadelphia,  an
ABC-­owned  news  channel.

He  has  produced  several  newscasts  since  joining  Action  News  in  2005.  He  started  with  the  6  a.m.  newscast,  then  moved  to
the  5  p.m.  newscast,  and  is  now  doing  the  4  p.m.  newscast.

In  an  email  announcing  the  promotion,  Thomas  David,  Action  News  vice  president  and  news  director,  said,  “Whatever  show
Nick  is  producing  he  always  brings  energy,  creativity  and  plenty  of  positive  attitude.”

Paine  has  always  been  interested  in  broadcast.  “I  always  loved  watching  news,  and  it  baffled  me  how  breaking  news  was
presented,”  Paine  said.  “I  was  very  intrigued  about  the  process  and  decided  that’s  what  I  wanted  to  do.  I  also  like  knowing
things  before  everyone  else  and  really  enjoy  digging  to  find  the  truth.”

To  work  in  the  TV  news  industry,  Paine  said:  “You  have  to  be  relentless  and  never  give  up.  You  also  need  thick  skin.  Often
times  because  of  the  nature  of  the  immediacy  of  what  we  do,  there  isn’t  time  for  compliments,  but  only  criticisms.”

During  all  four  years  of  college,  Paine  worked  at  BG-­24  News.  “This  gave  me  the  necessary  foundation  to  be  ahead  of  the
competition  when  I  graduated,”  Paine  said.  “I  owe  my  career  to  working  at  BG-­24  News.  I  think  anyone  at  BGSU  who  wants  to
work  in  TV  news  and  does  not  take  full  advantage  of  BG-­24  is  missing  out.”

Out  of  college,  Paine  used  his  strong  work  ethic  to  land  a  job  right  after  graduation  with  WTVG  in  Toledo.  “I  worked  hard,
showed  dedication,  and  was  offered  a  producing  job  when  I  graduated,”  Paine  said.

When  Paine  was  hired,  Disney/ABC  owned  WTVG,  one  of  10  stations  owned  by  the  network.  “Disney  is  a  company  that
honors  promoting  from  within,”  he  said.    “I  stalked  the  managers  at  WPVI  in  Philadelphia  and  eventually  was  asked  out  on  an
interview  in  2005,  and  I  got  the  job.”

Paine  had  no  show  to  produce  when  he  first  started  at  WPVI,  but  with  persistence  he  received  the  chance  that  he  wanted.  “I
pushed  for  and  got  the  opportunity  to  produce  the  weekday  morning  newscast,”  Paine  said.  “After  a  few  years,  I  pushed  to
move  up  to  the  5  p.m.  newscast.”

As  an  executive  producer,  Paine  manages  the  producers,  works  with  the  reporters  and  is  responsible  for  live  breaking  news
coverage  of  major  events  that  happen  throughout  the  day.

Paine  wants  to  continue  to  move  up  in  management  and  credits  his  success  to  his  “passion,  dedication  and  loyalty.”
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RETIREE  NOT  YET  RETIRED

|  by  Veronica  Cooper,  ’13

Thomas  Dawson  could  actually  enjoy  his  retirement  from  Buckeye  Cable  Systems  in  Toledo  if  he  wasn’t  still  working.

Dawson,  who  was  the  director  of  government  and  community  affairs,  retired  in  2009  after  40  years  with  the  Toledo  Blade  and
Buckeye  Cable  System,  and  was  hired  back  as  a  consultant  essentially  doing  what  he  was  doing  before.

Dawson’s  50-­year  career  in  journalism  and  the  media  began  in  1963  when  as  a  sophomore  at  BGSU  majoring  in  journalism,
he  went  to  work  for  the  Findlay  Courier  as  a  full-­time  reporter  nights,  while  attending  BGSU  full  time  days.      He  kept  that
schedule  through  graduation  in  1966.

He  also  had  worked  while  in  high  school  at  the  Dayton  Daily  News  and  a  weekly  newspaper  in  the  Dayton  area.

After  Graduation  from  BGSU,  he  worked  as  an  assistant  director  of  development  at  Findlay  College  from  1966  to  1969  when
he  joined  The  Blade  as  an  investigative  reporter.    He  served  as  regional  editor,  suburban  editor  and  night  city  editor.

In  1977,  the  paper’s  owners  had  concerns  over  the  future  direction  of  newspapers  with  their  high  labor  costs,  and  expensive
delivery  methods,  and  a  news  cycle  that  was  often  behind  the  electronic  media.  

Dawson  said  the  late  Paul  Block  Jr.,  who  was  publisher,  told  him,  “I  see  the  day  when  there  is  a  large  TV  screen  on
everyone’s  wall  and  we  will  have  to  deliver  the  news  electronically  so  that  they  can  read  it  on  that  screen.”

Block  assigned  Dawson  to  make  that  happen,  sending  him  to  Buckeye  to  develop  more  advanced  delivery  methods  for  the
news  via  cable.

“What  was  there,  was  not  user  friendly,”  Dawson  said.  “What  we  had  was  very  elementary  at  the  time  because  the  equipment
wasn’t  there.”

In  1986,  Dawson  became  a  permanent  part  of  the  Buckeye  cable  operations  as  the  FCC  was  pushing  viability  of  a  wireless
cable  system  and  the  establishment  of  a  multi-­channel  multi-­point  distribution  system.

According  to  Dawson,  educational  television  stations  had  not  been  able  to  make  a  go  of  the  technology  and  the  FCC  turned  it
over  to  private  enterprise  to  see  if  businesses  would  develop  it.  

He  said  Buckeye  saw  this  as  an  opportunity  and  gave  him  the  job  of  checking  it  out  to  see  if  this  would  be  a  viable  business.

The  new  system  would  beam  the  signal  into  hard-­to-­wire  areas  such  as  shopping  centers  that  were  out  of  Buckeye’s  footprint.

Dawson  saw  potential  and  Buckeye  Cable  applied  for  a  license  to  test  use  the  new  technology.

The  FCC  application  was  inexplicably  delayed.  “The  communications  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Canada  calls  for
each  country  to  have  oversight  over  communication  issues  within  50  miles  of  the  border,”  Dawson  said.

The  Buckeye  Tower  is  38  miles  from  the  Canadian  border  in  Lake  Erie  and  the  application  went  to  Ottawa.

Dawson  said  Canadian  officials  were  sitting  on  everything  that  came  north  from  the  United  States  until  they  got  an  answer
from  then-­President  Reagan  on  the  acid-­rain  issues.  “So  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  us,”  Dawson  said.  “It  was  a  political  thing
and  they  wanted  to  okay  it.”

The  project  was  later  abandoned  as  the  window  of  opportunity  passed  .  Dawson  then  was  tasked  with  reorganizing  the
design  and  construction  functions  of  Buckeye.
Another  project  Dawson  oversaw  was  the  development  of  TV5,  an  independent  station.  Under  his  leadership,  the  station  drew
more  viewers.

As  to  the  future,  Allan  Block,  current  chairman  of  Block  Communications  and  Paul  Jr.’s  son,  asked  Dawson  to  write  a  book  on
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12/17/13 RETIREE NOT YET RETIRED - Alumni Newsletter - BGSU

www.bgsu.edu/departments/journalism/newsletter/05-01-13/page132149.html 2/2

As  to  the  future,  Allan  Block,  current  chairman  of  Block  Communications  and  Paul  Jr.’s  son,  asked  Dawson  to  write  a  book  on
the  history  of  Buckeye.    “When  that  is  finished,  hopefully  in  the  next  year  or  so,  I  plan  to  retire  for  good,”  Dawson  said.  

After  that,  Dawson  said  he  will  continue  in  his  volunteer  activities,  plus  pursue  his  hobbies  of  photography,  competitive  pistol
shooting  and  ammunition  reloading,  and  motorcycle  touring.

“I’ve  been  riding  since  1957  and  would  like  to  ride  coast  to  coast,”  Dawson  said.  “I  have  already  been  around  Lake  Superior
twice,  to  Québec,  the  Blue  Ridge,  southwestern  Tennessee  and  points  in  between  on  the  bike.”

He  said  he  also  plans  to  spend  time  with  his  son  and  grandchildren  in  Virginia,  his  daughter  in  Baltimore,  and  do  some
traveling.  

“My  wife  and  I  have  visited  all  the  states  except  Hawaii,  and  hope  to  get  there,  as  well  as  do  some  more  International  travel,  “
Dawson  said.  “To  paraphrase  the  late  Henry  Ford,  when  you  don’t  have  anything  productive  to  do,  you’re  ready  to  die.    And
I’m  not  ready  for  that  just  yet.”
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In their own words...

A 
lumna Candice Lee Jones, 

’08, has ventured out of 

the journalism world into high-

er education.  Jones accepted 

a position as the assistant to 

President Michael Schoop of 

Cuyahoga Community Col-

lege Metro Campus, “Tri-C,” in 

downtown Cleveland.

This was a big change for 

Jones since all of her under-

graduate experience was in 

print journalism and she has 

worked in different print jour-

QDOLVP�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�
years.

She said she moved to 

Cleveland because she wanted 

to be in a city in Ohio.  When 

her husband, Joseph Catullo, 

accepted a teaching position in 

Cleveland they thought it was a 

good start.   

“I was scared to move be-

cause I felt that once I left jour-

nalism full time that I’d never 

be able to go back,” Jones said. 

“But the timing and the feeling 

of this job felt right, so I did it 

anyway. Now I’m very thank-

ful. I feel like I never could 

have planned things this way, 

but that it has worked out. I tell 

people that working in a col-

lege environment is as good of 

use as any for my curiosity and 

interests.” 

She said this job differs from 

reporting because Cuyahoga al-

lows her to work with people 

more and write less.  She still 

receives readers’ feedback, 

faces deadlines, and gets edited 

like she did in reporting, but 

working with people makes all 

the difference.  

“On a day to day basis, my 

favorite thing is that I interact 

with pretty much everyone on 

campus: students, faculty, staff, 

and administrators.  I have a 

very behind the scenes view of 

the college and how everything 

works,” Jones said. 

Corrie Jones, who will graduate in May from the business college, poses with  her 
sister, Candice Lee Jones, a 2008 journalism graduate.

Jones is responsible for writ-

ing the campus newsletter with 

events and announcements, 

making presentations and as-

sisting the campus president. 

Jones said she enjoys work-

ing on the campus newsletter 

because it is something that she 

has been able to create entirely 

on her own and it has received 

a good response from readers. 

Jones’ job is not without 

challenges. She said her job can 

be extremely fast paced and she 

can have long hours when the 

president gets busy. 

Catullo said that he is ex-

tremely proud of how hard his 

wife works. 

Bowling Green to Cleveland 

“She sets her mind to every-

thing she does,” he said.  “She 

moved to Cleveland knowing 

that journalism jobs here were 

practically dried up and Tri-C 

has given her a chance to try 

something new. I think her fu-

ture has so much in store.”   

At Tri-C Jones has also had 

the opportunity to shadow ev-

ery department in the college 

to see where she may want to 

move within the college.   

She sees an abundance 

of room for career growth at 

Cuyahoga.  She said, “My plan 

right now is to stay at the col-

lege for as long as humanly 

possible.”

Job at Cuyahoga Community College
provides new opportunity closer to home

�� -RVHSK�&DWXOOR, husband, said: “I love how compassionate Candice is. She’ll do anything 

IRU�VRPHRQH�LQ�QHHG��<RX�FDQ�UHO\�RQ�KHU��6KH�LV�RSHQ�PLQGHG�DQG�¿QGV�HQMR\PHQW�LQ�DOPRVW�
anything she does.”

�� &DQGLFH�/HH�-RQHV offers a word of advice: “Things 

that look good on paper and things that you’ve thought 

of before don’t always translate into reality. Just keep an 

RSHQ�PLQG�DQG�,�WKLQN�\RX¶OO�¿QG�D�ORW�PRUH�´

�� &RUULH�-RQHV, sister, said her favorite thing about Candice is her 

positive attitude.  “No matter what was going on or what I was 

upset about my sister always knew how to cheer me up. She’s 

really a great person.” 

Alumni Candice Lee Jones, ’08  and Joseph Catullo, ’09
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Ɣ�$WWHQGV�&DSLWDO�8QLYHUVLW\�/DZ�
6FKRRO�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�&ROXPEXV

Ɣ�3ODQV�WR�WDNH�WKH�EDU�H[DP�LQ�
-XO\������

Ɣ�/LYHV�LQ�+LOOLDUG��2KLR��RQ
WKH�ZHVW�VLGH�RI�&ROXPEXV

Ɣ�3OD\V�VRFFHU�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDUP�
PRQWKV

Fast Facts

:K\�GLG�\RX�¿UVW�ZDQW�WR�PDMRU�LQ�MRXUQDOLVP"�
³,�VWUXJJOHG�LQ�(QJOLVK��UHDGLQJ��DQG�ZULWLQJ��%HFDXVH�WKHVH�
ZHUH�P\�ZHDNQHVVHV��,�ZDQWHG�WR�¿[�¶HP��,�VWDUWHG�RXW�DV�D�
FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�PDMRU��,�UHDG�VRPH�ERRNV��DQG�PRVW�DXWKRUV�,�
ZDV�UHDGLQJ�DW�WKH�WLPH�ZHUH�DOO�MRXUQDOLVWV��,�DOVR�FDPH�WR�OLNH�
PRYLHV�YHU\�PXFK��0RVW�IRONV�ZKR�ZULWH�PRYLH�UHYLHZV�ZULWH�
WKHP�IRU�QHZVSDSHUV��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�OHG�PH�WR�MRXUQDOLVP�´

:KDW�ZHUH�\RXU�FDUHHU�JRDOV�WKURXJKRXW�\RXU�\HDUV�DV�
DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH" 
³,�GLG�QRW�JLYH�LW�PXFK�WKRXJKW��,�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�WROG�LI�\RX�
JHW�JRRG�JUDGHV�DQG�\RX�JR�WR�FROOHJH��WKHUH�LV�D�MRE�IRU�\RX��
%\�WKH�WLPH�,�JUDGXDWHG��WKLV�ZDV�QRW�WUXH��,�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��,�VKRXOG�KDYH�KDG�PRUH�FOLSV�IRU�
P\�SRUWIROLR��,�VKRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�P\�ZULWLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV�
PRUH�VHULRXVO\�DQG�SROLVKHG�DQG�SHUIHFWHG�WKHP��,�GLG�WKH�EDUH�
PLQLPXP��$OWKRXJK�,�JRW�JRRG�JUDGHV��,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�PXFK�HOVH�
WR�VKRZ�IRU�LW�´

:KHQ�GLG�\RX�UHDOL]H�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�ODZ\HU"

³,�KDG�D�JLUOIULHQG�,�ORYHG�YHU\�PXFK��,�ZRUNHG�DW�2OLYH�*DUGHQ�
DV�D�VHUYHU��7KDW�JLUOIULHQG�EURNH�P\�KHDUW��,�UHDOL]HG�ZKDW�,�
ZDQWHG�IURP�OLIH��,�ZDQWHG�WR�JLYH�ORYH�WR�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDQWHG�
LW��,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�KDUG�IRU�PH�WR�¿QG�VRPHRQH�HOVH�VLQFH�
,¶P�VKRUW��EDOG�DQG�ZDLWLQJ�WDEOHV��,�GLG�D�ELW�RI�UHVHDUFK�RQOLQH�
DQG�ODZ\HUV�RQO\�QHHGHG�DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�GHJUHH��LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�
DW�DOO��WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�ODZ�VFKRRO��6HHPHG�OLNH�LW�FRXOG�
ZRUN��,¶P�QRW�VR�VXUH�QRZ��WKRXJK��,¶YH�JRW�D�ORW�PRUH�VWXGHQW�
ORDQ�GHEW�DQG�WKH�PDUNHW�IRU�ODZ\HUV�LV�QRW�WRR�JRRG��)LQJHUV�
FURVVHG���´

:KDW�RU�ZKR�LQVSLUHG�\RX�DV�DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH"
³0\�JUDQGSD�GLHG�MXVW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�IDOO�H[DPV�RI�P\�
VHQLRU�\HDU��$W�¿UVW��WKLV�GLG�QRW�VHHP�WR�KDYH�PXFK�LPSDFW�
RQ�PH��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV�WKRXJK��,�VWDUWHG�WR�
UHFRJQL]H�KRZ�FKLOGLVK�,�KDG�EHHQ��,�WKLQN�WKLV�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�
D�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW��DQG�,�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�DQ�DGXOW��ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�PHDQW�
$OVR��FRPLQJ�IURP�VPDOO�WRZQ�2KLR��,�ZDV�TXLWH�D�UDFLVW��,�VDLG�
LQDSSURSULDWH�MRNHV�IRU�FKHDS�ODXJKV��,�WKLQN�%*�GLG�D�YHU\�
JRRG�MRE�DW�WUDLQLQJ�PH�RXW�RI�WKLV��6SHFL¿FDOO\��SURIHVVRU�5RQ�
:HUGHEDXJK�ZDV�VRPHRQH�,�FRXOG�UHODWH�WR�VR�,�DFWXDOO\�OLVWHQHG�
WR�ZKDW�KH�KDG�WR�VD\��,�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�D�FRRO�JX\�´

+RZ�KDV�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�MRXUQDOLVP�KHOSHG�\RX�
GXULQJ�\RXU�FDUHHU�SDWK"�

³,�EHOLHYH�VR��,�KDG�D�JURXS�SURMHFW�LQ�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ODZ�ODVW�
VHPHVWHU��3DUW�RI�WKLV�DVVLJQPHQW�UHTXLUHG�PH�WR�GR�VRPH�HGLWLQJ�
RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�ZRUN��7KLV�PDGH�PH�UHPHPEHU�VRPH�RI�WKH�
MRXUQDOLVP�WUDLQLQJ�,�KDG��7KHUH�ZHUH�WRQV�RI�PLQRU�HUURUV�LQ�
WKLV�ZRUN�DQG�WRQV�RI�XQQHFHVVDU\�ZRUGV�WKURXJKRXW��$OVR��WKH�
FDSLWDOL]DWLRQ�ZDV�LQFRQVLVWHQW��WKH�QRXQV�DQG�YHUEV�GLG�QRW�
DJUHH��HWF��,�WKLQN�P\�MRXUQDOLVP�WUDLQLQJ�KDV�KHOSHG�PH�WR�QRWLFH�
HUURUV�OLNH�WKHVH��:KLOH�ZULWLQJ�P\�RZQ�SDSHUV��,�KDG�DVVXPHG�
HYHU\RQH�KDG�WKLV�W\SH�RI�NQRZOHGJH��6R��ZKHQ�,�JRW�WR�VHH�D�
IHOORZ�VWXGHQW¶V�ZRUN��,�KRQHVWO\�IHOW�OLNH�,�ZDV�D�GHFHQW�ZULWHU���
RU�D�GHFHQW�HGLWRU���DW�OHDVW�´

:KDW�GR�\RX�HQMR\�PRVW�DERXW�WKH�FDUHHU�¿HOG"
³,�OLNH�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�,�DP�JDLQLQJ��WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�KLVWRU\��WKH�
HYROXWLRQ�RI�RXU�FRXQWU\¶V�ODZV��,�ZLOO�EH�JODG�WR�EH�HPSOR\HG�
VRPHZKHUH�LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�¿HOG�VR�,�FDQ�UHVHDUFK�LW�XQWLO�,�FDQ�
DQVZHU�DQ\RQH¶V�TXHVWLRQV�RQ�WKH�PDWWHU���WR�EH�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�WKH�
¿HOG�´



M A G G I E  T I M L I N PAGE BY LIZ NAHRSTEDT, ’14(3<450�5,>:���:7905.�����

Maggie 
Timlin

 Jo u r n a l i s m

L A W 

Q &A

Ɣ�&XUUHQWO\�ZRUNV�DV�D�FRQWUDFW�
DWWRUQH\�DW�5REHUW�+DOI�/HJDO�

Ɣ�/LYHV�LQ�&KLFDJR

Ɣ�$WWHQGHG�'H3DXO�8QLYHUVLW\�
&ROOHJH�RI�/DZ�

Ɣ�(QMR\V�D�QLJKW�RXW�ZLWK�IULHQGV�RU�
IDPLO\��UHDGLQJ��DQG�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�LQ�
KHU�IUHH�WLPH

Fast Facts

:K\�GLG�\RX�¿UVW�ZDQW�WR�PDMRU�LQ�MRXUQDOLVP"�
³,�ORYHG�ZULWLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOHV¶�VWRULHV���,�KDYH�
DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�FXULRXV�SHUVRQ�VR�WKH�IRFXV�MRXUQDOLVP�SXWV�RQ�
JDWKHULQJ�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�WRSLFV�LQWHUHVWHG�PH��
3OXV��,�NQHZ�D�MRXUQDOLVP�GHJUHH�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU�WR�D�YDULHW\�
RI�GLYHUVH�FDUHHU�RSWLRQV�DQG�,�ZDQWHG�P\�FDUHHU�SDWK�WR�KDYH�
ÀH[LEOH�ERXQGDULHV�´

:KDW�ZHUH�\RXU�FDUHHU�JRDOV�WKURXJKRXW�\RXU�\HDUV�DV�
DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH" 

³,�QHYHU�UHDOO\�KDG�GH¿QLWH�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUHHU�JRDOV�LQ�PLQG�DV�DQ�
XQGHUJUDGXDWH���,�NQHZ�,�ZRXOG�EH�KDSS\�LQ�HLWKHU�MRXUQDOLVP�
>RU@�ODZ�EXW�FRXOGQ¶W�SLFWXUH�WKHQ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�P\�LGHDO�SRVLWLRQ�
ZRXOG�EH���,QVWHDG��,�ZRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�VKRUW�WHUP�JRDOV�OLNH�
JHWWLQJ�JRRG�JUDGHV�HDFK�VHPHVWHU�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�XS�P\�UHVXPH�
VR�,�FRXOG�EH�LQ�D�JRRG�SRVLWLRQ�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�JUDG�VFKRRO�RU�
FDUHHU�SDWK�WKDW�ZDV�ULJKW�IRU�PH�RQFH�,�JUDGXDWHG�DQG�VDZ�PRUH�
FOHDUO\�ZKLFK�GLUHFWLRQ�,�ZDQWHG�WR�KHDG�´

:KHQ�GLG�\RX�UHDOL]H�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�ODZ\HU"
³,�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�D�OHJDO�FDUHHU�E\�VRSKRPRUH�\HDU���,�KDG�
WDNHQ�VRPH�ODZ�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�FRXUVHV�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�
PLQRU�DQG�UHDOL]HG�,�KDG�D�VWURQJ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��
3OXV��SHUVXDVLYH�ZULWLQJ�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�P\�IDYRULWH�IRUP�RI�
ZULWLQJ�DQG�LW�LV�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�HYHU\�OHJDO�MRE���,�NQHZ�,�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�DUJXLQJ�IRU�D�SDUWLFXODU�VLGH��ZKHWKHU�
WKURXJK�SHUVXDVLYH�ZULWLQJ�RU�RUDO�GHEDWH���<RX�GRQ¶W�QHHG�D�SUH�
ODZ�PDMRU�WR�JR�WR�ODZ�VFKRRO�VR�,�FRQWLQXHG�RQ�WKH�MRXUQDOLVP�
SDWK�ZLWK�ODZ�VFKRRO�LQ�PLQG�EHFDXVH�,�ZDQWHG�WR�NHHS�RSHQ�WKH�
SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�MRXUQDOLVP�FDUHHU�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��HYHQ�LI�LW�ZRXOG�
MXVW�EH�RQ�D�IUHHODQFH�EDVLV�´

+RZ�KDV�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�ZLWK�MRXUQDOLVP�KHOSHG�\RX�
GXULQJ�\RXU�FDUHHU�SDWK"�
³0\�MRXUQDOLVP�HGXFDWLRQ�WDXJKW�PH�KRZ�WR�EH�D�PRUH�FOHDU�DQG�
FRQFLVH�ZULWHU���,W�WDXJKW�PH�KRZ�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�SHRSOH�IRU�XVHIXO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�KRZ�WR�DVN�PHDQLQJIXO�TXHVWLRQV���$OO�WKRVH�
TXDOLWLHV�RI�D�MRXUQDOLVP�HGXFDWLRQ�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�ODZ�EHFDXVH�
MXVW�DV�MRXUQDOLVWV�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�WR�ZULWH�WKHLU�VWRU\��ODZ\HUV�KDYH�
WR�LQWHUYLHZ�HYHU\RQH�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�FDVH�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�EHVW�
WR�WHOO�WKHLU�FOLHQW¶V�VLGH�RI�WKH�VWRU\�´

:KDW�RU�ZKR�LQVSLUHG�\RX�DV�DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH"
³7ZR�SURIHVVRUV��7RUL�(NVWUDQG�DQG�1HDO�-HVVH���KHOSHG�PH�
JUHDWO\�GXULQJ�P\�WLPH�DW�%*�DQG�DIWHUZDUG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KHOSLQJ�
PH�ZKLOH�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�ODZ�VFKRRO�DQG�ZKLOH�DSSO\LQJ�WR�WDNH�WKH�
EDU�H[DP���%RWK�SURIHVVRUV�VHUYHG�DV�P\�DGYLVHUV�RQ�P\�KRQRUV�
SURJUDP�WKHVLV�WKDW�KDG�D�WRSLF�FRPELQLQJ�MRXUQDOLVP�DQG�WKH�
ODZ���,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�SXW�WKLV�WKHVLV�RQ�P\�ODZ�VFKRRO�DSSOLFDWLRQV���
%RWK�SURIHVVRUV�DOVR�ZURWH�PH�JUHDW�OHWWHUV�RI�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�
IRU�ODZ�VFKRRO�DQG�VHUYHG�DV�P\�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�WKH�
EDU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ���%*¶V�IDFXOW\�DQG�FDUHHU�FHQWHU�ZDV�
DOZD\V�H[WUHPHO\�KHOSIXO�DQG�YHU\�VWXGHQW�RULHQWHG�´

:KDW�GR�\RX�HQMR\�PRVW�DERXW�\RXU�FXUUHQW�FDUHHU"
³,�HQMR\�WKH�SHUVXDVLYH�ZULWLQJ�DQG�RUDO�DGYRFDF\�HOHPHQWV�RI�
SXWWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�D�JRRG�FDVH�IRU�\RXU�FOLHQW�DQG�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�
UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�DQ�RSSRVLQJ�FRXQVHO¶V�DUJXPHQW��´
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Alumni  Newsletter
DEPARTMENT  NEWS
BGSU  TO  HOST  FIRST  SPORTS  JOURNALISM  NFL  BOOT  CAMP
The  School  of  Media  and  Communication  and  the  Sports  Management  Program  will  be  hosting  the  NFL  Sports  Journalism
and  Communication  Boot  Camp  from  May  13-­16.  The  NFL  Boot  Camp,  organized  by  alumnus  and  NFL  consultant  Dick
Maxwell,  aims  to  help  24  current  and  recently  retired  NFL  players  transition  to  a  career  beyond  football  by  focusing  on
improving  each  player’s  writing  skills  for  newspapers,  radio  and  the  expanding  digital  media  industry.  [READ  MORE]

  

BUILDING  PLANS  INCLUDE  A  NEW  HOME  FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT
|  by  Elyette  Yert  ’13

By  fall  2014,  plans  call  for  the  School  of  Media  and  Communication,  which  is  comprised  of  three  departments  –  journalism
and  public  relations,  communication,  and  telecommunications  –  and  a  graduate  program  to  move  from  West  Hall  to  a
renovated  South  Hall.

When  the  announcement  of  the  project  was  made,  School  of  Media  and  Communication  Director  Terry  Rentner  immediately
christened  the  project  “Dream  Hall.”

“This  new  building…has  been  a  dream  of  my  colleagues  and  I  for  as  long  as  I  can  remember,”  Rentner  said.  “It  has  been  my
No.  1  goal  and  my  top  priority  for  the  past  five  years.”  

Professor  Jim  Foust,  who  serves  on  the  building  committee,  said,  “It  is  probably  the  most  exciting  thing  happening  in  the  19
years  I  have  been  at  Bowling  Green  State  University.  It  will  allow  for  greatly  enhanced  teaching  and  learning,  as  well  as
convergence  and  collaboration  opportunities  among  students.”

South  Hall  was  chosen  as  the  new  location  by  the  BGSU  administration.

“The  gutting  of  South  Hall  is  set  to  begin  this  summer,  and  the  alumni  will  not  even  be  able  to  recognize  it  once  it  is  finished,”
Rentner  said.

Perkins  Eastman  Architects  is  overseeing  the  renovation  of  South  Hall,  as  well  as  renovations  on  Moseley,  Hanna  and
University  halls,  which  are  all  part  of  the  university’s  larger  building  initiative.

“It’s  exciting  to  work  with  the  faculty  and  students  to  create  environments  that  respond  to  changing  technology  and  learning
patterns,”  Matthew  Cotton,  an  architect  with  Perkins  Eastman,  said.

The  new  building  will  be  designed  to  meet  today’s  demands  of  media  and  communication.

“The  goal  is  to  have  a  converged  media  center,”  Rentner  said.  “This  will  help  the  students  and  the  university  to  be  competitive
and  leaders  among  the  universities  in  the  field.”

Cotton  said,  “There  will  be  some  types  of  spaces  that  will  be  used  by  students  and  faculty  together  to  create  media  content  for
distribution  by  television,  radio,  Internet,  and  in  the  future,  other  ways  that  we  may  not  fully  understand  yet.”

Rentner  said  something  unique  that  is  being  discussed  for  the  new  building  is  the  possibility  of  a  first  floor  that  would  be
glass-­enclosed  so  people  outside  the  building  could  see  the  students  working.

The  building  will  serve  as  a  strong  recruitment  tool  for  the  university,  Rentner  said.    “It  will  encourage  students  from  freshman
year  to  get  involved  right  away,  which  is  so  important,”  she  said.  “The  department  and  I  are  so  passionate  about  student
learning,  and  we  want  to  give  students  the  best  possible  experience  and  competitive  edge  in  the  job  market.  This  new

building  will  allow  us  to  do  so.”

  

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/journalism/newsletter/05-01-13/page132166.html
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PROGRAM  CONNECTS  ALUMNI  AND  STUDENTS
The  mentor  program  is  a  way  for  alumni  to  help  students  get  the  most  out  of  their  college  career.    The  program  has  been
revitalized  and  six  students  have  been  assigned  since  the  fall  2012.    Junior  Abby  Welsh  and  her  mentor,  Kara  Lopp,  ’95,  are
one  example  of  how  both  students  and  alumni  benefit  from  the  exchange.    [READ  MORE]

  

CAMERAS  GET  UPGRADE  FOR  USE  IN  BROADCAST  CLASSES
|  by  Jacqueline  Gedeon  ’13

The  School  of  Media  and  Communication  upgraded  the  video  cameras  for
telecommunications  and  journalism  students  and  will  fully  integrate  them  into  the
curriculum  in  the  fall.  

Twelve  new  Panasonic  ACCAM  cameras  replace  the  older  mini  DVD  style.    The  new
cameras  have  the  same  design  as  the  older  ones,  but  are  more  durable  and  efficient.

The  new  cameras  will  use  SD  cards  and  students  will  have  to  purchase  their  own  for
storage.

Telecommunications  instructor  Jose  Cardenas  said,  as  the  industry  is  changing,  tape  is
becoming  obsolete  and  challenging.  

The  cost  was  roughly  $3,000  for  each  camera,  battery  and  tripod  set.  

Ken  Garland,  faculty  adviser  to  BG-­24  News,  said  he  is  enthusiastic  about  the  upgrade.    The  new  tripods  are  lighter  and  have
an  adjustable  head  to  balance  the  frame.    The  new  cameras  have  higher  quality  images,  resolution,  color  and  sharpness.

Jonathan  Keilholz,  a  junior  studying  broadcast  journalism,  said:  “I’m  looking  forward  to  getting  some  great  material  for  my
reel.    Though  capturing  HD  content  won’t  get  me  a  job,  it  can  definitely  be  the  cherry  on  top.”

Cardenas  said  there  were  only  a  few  cons  to  switching  to  the  new  cameras.    Besides  the  learning  curve,  students  will  need
their  own  SD  cards,  and  files  will  be  larger  than  mini  DVD  storage.

But  with  SD  cards,  Garland  said,  students  should  save  time  not  having  to  search  for  video  like  they  did  with  the  mini  DVD
tapes.

Garland  added  that  the  new  cameras  are  “better  quality  in  terms  of  video,  but  not  better  quality  on  how  things  are  shot.”  He
said  students  still  need  proper  shooting  techniques  despite  the  advances  in  equipment.

  

BOB  BORTEL  JOINS  TOLEDO  PRESS  CLUB  EXECUTIVE  BOARD
|  by  Matthew  Thacker  ‘14

Bob  Bortel,  director  of  student  media,  was  invited  to  serve  on  the  executive  board  of  the  Toledo  Press  Club.

Bortel  was  asked  to  join  the  executive  board  last  fall  by  Press  Club  member  Tom  Dawson,  ’66,  who  Bortel  has  known  for
years  from  working  with  the  alumni  of  The  BG  News,  where  he  has  been  the  faculty  adviser  since  1982.

Dawson  also  initially  nominated  Bortel  in  2010,  when  he  was  awarded  the  Toledo  Press  Club’s  Golden  Touchstone  Award,
which  is  given  annually  for  “lifetime  achievement  in  the  field  of  journalism  in  Northwest  Ohio.”

“We  like  to  have  connections  with  BGSU,  as  well  as  the  University  of  Toledo,  and  we  hadn’t  had  that  in  some  time,”  Dawson
said.  He  added  that  Bortel’s  background  working  with  students  would  help  bring  younger  members  to  the  Press  Club.

Bortel  said:  “The  Toledo  Press  Club  represents  the  only  professional  networking  in  the  Greater-­Toledo  area,  and  it  combines
a  lot  of  people  in  media  with  public  relations  and  corporate  communications  positions.  I  thought  it  was  a  good  thing  to  be  a
part  of.”

The  Toledo  Press  Club  meets  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  the  Toledo  Club  in  downtown  Toledo.

  

FACULTY  CELEBRATES  SHARED  MILESTONE
Prior  to  their  November  faculty  meeting,  journalism  and
public  relations  faculty  members  acknowledged  the
Association  for  Education  in  Journalism  and  Mass

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/journalism/newsletter/file132157.pdf
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Association  for  Education  in  Journalism  and  Mass
Communication’s  100th  anniversary  with  a  cake.  The
department  is  accredited  by  AEJMC.  Front  Row:  Rick
Busselle,  Jim  Foust.  Second  Row:  Julie  Hagenbuch,  Kelly
Taylor.  Back  Row:  Nancy  Brendlinger,  Catherine  Cassara,
Freddie  Falcon,  Kathy  Bradshaw,  Dave  Sennerud,  Mike
Horning.

Bowling  Green  State  University  |  Bowling  Green,  OH  43403-­
0001  |  Contact  Us  |  Campus  Map  |  Accessibility  Policy
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SMC  TO  HOST  FIRST  NFL  SPORTS  JOURNALISM  BOOT  CAMP
|  by  Kelsey  Rentner,  ’14

The  NFL  Sports  Journalism  and  Communication  Boot  Camp  aims  to  help  24  current  and  recently  retired  NFL  players
transition  to  a  career  beyond  football  by  focusing  on  improving  each  player’s  writing  skills  for  newspapers,  radio  and  the
expanding  digital  media  industry.

This  boot  camp  is  one  of  six  new  camps  added  to  the  NFL’s  Player  Transition  Program  this  year,  which  brings  the  total
number  of  camps  to  10.  Other  boot  camps  include  Business  Management  &  Entrepreneurial  Program,  Broadcast  Boot  Camp,
Business  of  Music  Boot  Camp,  Franchising  Boot  Camp,  Hospitality  &  Culinary  Management  Workshop,  NFL-­NCAA  Champion
Forum,  NFL-­NCAA  Coaches  Academy,  NFL-­NCAA  Future  Football  Coaches  Academy,  and  Pro  Hollywood  Boot  Camp.

As  part  of  sports  journalism  camp,  players  will  take  a  trip  to  a  Toledo  Mud  Hens  game,  which  will  include  a  mock  press
conference;;  write  and  record  their  own  radio  commentary;;  and  take  part  in  a  mock  press  with  BGSU  head  football  coach  Dave
Clawson.

Faculty  members  from  other  NFL  boot  camps  and  BGSU  faculty  members  and  alumni  will  be  teaching  workshops  sessions
during  the  camp,  along  with  former  players  who  are  now  journalists.  Some  of  these  include  Matt  Bowen  of  the  Chicago
Tribune,  Matt  Chatham  of  the  Boston  Herald,  and  Bucky  Brooks  of  NFL.com  and  NFL  Network.

The  idea  of  the  camp  began  when  Rob  Morrissey,  the  NFL  director  of  Player  Engagement,  contacted  consultant  Dick  Maxwell
in  August  of  2012  with  the  idea  of  starting  a  sports  journalism  boot  camp.

Maxwell  helped  coordinate  the  broadcasting  camps  in  Philadelphia  following  his  retirement  from  the  NFL  in  2006.  Maxwell
agreed  and  chose  his  alma  mater,  BGSU,  as  the  host  site.

Maxwell,  a  1970  graduate,  put  the  curriculum  together,  as  well  as  coordinated  outside  professionals  who  would  teach
workshops.  “I  was  honored  to  be  able  to  start  this  connection  between  the  NFL  and  my  alma  mater,”  Maxwell  said.  “I  knew  that
Bowling  Green  would  provide  not  only  great  support  for  the  program,  but  excellent  faculty.”

Terry  Rentner,  director  of  the  School  of  Media  and  Communication,  was  enthusiastic  about  hosting  the  camp.  “BGSU  is  both
honored  and  thrilled  to  welcome  the  inaugural  NFL  Sports  Journalism  and  Communication  Boot  Camp  to  our  campus,”  she
said.  “We  have  both  highly  skilled  professors  and  alumni  teaching  interactive  sessions  and  providing  excellent  instruction  in
the  fast-­changing  sports  media  industry.”

As  the  faculty  coordinator  for  this  event,  Rentner  selected  the  faculty  members  to  lead  workshops  in  journalism  ethics,  social
media  and  multimedia  skills.  Faculty  members  will  assist  the  players  in  writing  two  columns  and  a  radio  commentary.

Professor  James  Foust,  who  will  teach  a  session  on  creating  blogs  and  other  multimedia  content,  said:  “It  will  be  an  exciting
yet  challenging  task  of  taking  the  content  I  teach  in  my  classes  at  BGSU  and  adapting  it  to  a  different  audience.  It’s  cool
knowing  that  what  I  teach  in  my  class  is  relevant  to  an  event  like  this.”

Students,  who  had  to  be  recommended  by  the  chair  of  their  department,  will  also  be  involved.    They  will  help  groups  of
players  navigate  around  campus,  coordinate  transportation  and  supply  logistical  support.

According  to  Maxwell,  including  students  among  faculty  members  is  important  because  they  will  all  help  this  event  run
smoothly.

As  the  boot  camp  approaches,  participants  are  working  closely  with  the  NFL,  the  athletic  department,  and  other  university
areas  to  coordinate  this  event.

“It  is  exciting  that  we  are  able  to  showcase  BGSU  as  one  of  the  top  journalism,  public  relations,  communications,
telecommunications  and  sports  management  programs  in  the  nation,”  Rentner  said.  “We  expect  this  to  be  the  permanent
home  for  the  NFL  Sports  Journalism  and  Communication  Boot  Camp.”

http://www.bgsu.edu/
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The  boot  camp  will  also  help  support  the  Richard  A.  Maxwell  Sports  Media  Project,  a  joint  program  of  the  journalism  and
public  relations  and  sports  management  departments  created  in  2011.

The  Maxwell  Project  includes  an  academic  sports  media  watch  blog,  a  speaker  series  of  prominent  sports  media
professionals,  and  student  scholarships.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

The  department’s alumni mentor 
program is a way for alumni to help 
current students make the most out 
of their college experience, while 
also giving them a start on network-
ing. 

“It’s an opportunity to have a re-
lationship with someone who can 
really help you, someone who’s sort 
of been through what you’re go-
ing and can help you through the 
ropes,” professor Jim Foust said. 
Foust is coordinating a  revitaliza-
tion of the program. 

The program seems to be going 
well, Foust said, and they have as-
signed six students since the end of 
fall semester.  

  Something new to the program 
is an application process.  Part of 
the reason the program lost momen-

tum was that the students were not 
keeping up with their mentors.  

The application process is com-
petitive and assures that the student 
will take full advantage of the op-
portunity they are given with the 
program, Foust said.  

Students must be in the Introduc-
tion to Media Writing course and be 
either a sophomore or early junior.  

After being accepted into the 
program the student is paired with 
a mentor who graduated in the same 
sequence.

Abby Welsh, a junior in the print 
sequence, is partnered with reporter 
Kara Lopp, ’05.  

Welsh said she spoke with Lopp 
IRU�WZR�KRXUV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH���

Now, they speak on the phone 
about every two weeks and email 

back and forth regularly.
Welsh even recieved help from 

Lopp with searching for summer in-
ternships.

Lopp who currently lives in 
Charlotte, N.C., works as an editor 
for the Carolina Weekly Newspaper 
Group.

She heard about the opportunity 
to be a mentor from an article in 
the BG News and jumped at the 
opportunity.  

“I knew how much I appreciated 
having an older classmate there to 
show me the ropes and give me a 
solid foundation to actually enter 
the job force,” Lopp said. 

The internship program has 
worked out well for Welsh and 
Lopp, who said they hope to meet in 
person sometime in the near future.

M E N T O R  P R O G R A M CHRISTINA HEPNER, ’14+,7(9;4,5;�5,>:���:7905.�����

“She has helped me out in a lot 
of different ways by looking 
over my articles, my clips, 
and resume, and giving 
me feedback.”

- Abby Welsh  
boWling green, ohio

“I thought it was 
a unique way 
to give back, a 

great opportunity. 
I was happy to see 

that the college had implemented 
something like this.” - KArA lopp, ChArlotte, north CArolinA

Across the Country
Program connects alumni, students
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KATHY  BRADSHAW,  associate  professor,  presented  research  about  the  international  content  of  network  television  news  in
August,  received  the  2012  Presidential  Award  from  the  American  Journalism  Historians  Association  in  October,  and  learned
about  fundraising  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Schools  of  Journalism  and  Mass  Communication  in  February.
She  heard  from  former  students  Joe  Stoll,  Colleen  Whewell,  and  Nicole  Humphrey,  and  all  have  new  jobs.  Alumni  Shannon
Carney,  Courtney  Wheaton,  and  Marlee  Teedt  spoke  to  students  in  her  broadcast  journalism  classes.

NANCY  BRENDLINGER  was  on  faculty  improvement  leave  last  year.  The  associate  professor  spent  six  months  living  in
Tajikistan,  in  central  Asia,  where  she  worked  to  improve  her  multimedia  skills  and  researched  potential  environmental
communication  curriculum.  While  abroad,  Brendlinger  met  with  journalists  and  immersed  herself  in  the  Tajik  culture  by
teaching,  and  learning  from,  those  she  met  during  her  stay.    [READ  MORE]

CATHERINE  CASSARA  started  the  year  in  a  big  way.  During  opening-­day  ceremonies,  the  university  awarded  the  associate
professor  the  teaching  diversity  award.  Cassara  also  coordinated  a  spring  break  trip  to  Paris  with  students,  her  sixth,  for  the
International  Media  Seminar.  She  was  elected  to  the  teaching  committee  of  the  Association  for  Education  in  Journalism  and
Mass  Communication.  After  20  years  at  BGSU,  she  continues  to  change  cultural  views  one  student  at  a  time.  [READ  MORE]

JIM  FOUST  is  now  lead  author  of  Video  Production:  Disciplines  and  Techniques,  one  of  the  most  popular  video  production
textbooks  in  the  country.  The  book  was  released  in  its  13th  edition  in  Fall  2012.  Foust  also  created  a  series  of  demonstration
videos  that  are  featured  online  to  supplement  the  text.  His  article,  “’So  Vivid  a  Crossroads’:  The  FCC  and  Broadcast
Allocation,  1934-­1939,”  will  be  published  in  the  Spring  2013  issue  of  Journal  of  Radio  and  Audio  Media.  He  has  also  been
promoted  to  Professor  at  BGSU  and  will  be  on  faculty  improvement  leave  for  the  2013-­2014  academic  year.

JULIE  HAGENBUCH  was  promoted  to  lecturer.

MIKE  HORNING,  assistant  professor,  put  together  a  journalist’s  “scavenger  hunt”  game  for  the  BGSU  Center  for  Teaching  and
Learning  Fair.  He  used  a  mashup  with  Google  Forms,  Fusion  Tables  and  Geolocation.  The  basic  idea  is  that  students
complete  a  series  of  tasks  over  the  semester  using  their  phones  and  social  media.  The  completed  game  puts  their  work  on  a
Google  Map.  The  demo  is  still  in  development,  but  Horning  Mike  plans  to  integrate  the  game  into  his  reporting  courses.  [LINK
to  demo]

TERRY  RENTNER  will  be  completing  her  five-­year  term  as  director  of  the  School  of  Media  and  Communication  on  June  30.  
Among  her  accomplishments,  she  is  most  proud  of  her  role  in  facilitating  a  new  building  for  the  School.    During  her  tenure  she
developed  and  maintained  strong  alumni  relationships,  hired  outstanding  faculty,  increased  student  media  participation,  and
established  the  Richard  A.  Maxwell  Project,  dedicated  to  the  study  of  sport  media  and  communication.    As  part  of  this  initiative,
BGSU  will  be  the  home  to  the  annual  NFL  Journalism  and  Communication  Boot  Camp.  She  also  expanded  the  current  MA
program  to  include  distance-­learning  courses.    The  program  is  targeted  toward  industry  professionals  and  can  be  completed
100  percent  online  or  as  part  of  a  blended  program.  She  also  developed  the  “Intersections  in  Health  and  Wellness
Conference”  at  BGSU  that  brought  together  interdisciplinary  research  and  health  programs  across  campus.    She  developed
Media  and  Communications  Day,  now  in  its  fourth  year,  as  a  recruitment  tool  for  the  three  undergraduate  departments.  
Outside  of  her  role  as  director,  she  continued  to  teach  and  conduct  research.  She  is  co-­investigator  on  three  grants,  totaling
close  to  $1  million.  These  grants  focus  on  suicide  prevention,  high-­risk  drinking,  and  misuse  of  prescription  drugs  among
college  students.    She  will  be  on  faculty  improvement  leave  for  the  2013-­2014  academic  year  to  conduct  research  and
develop  programming  on  all  three  grants.

RHONDA  SEWELL,  an  adjunct,  did  more  than  just  teach  classes.  The  former  reporter  for  The  Blade  and  current  media
coordinator  for  the  Toledo-­Lucas  County  Library,  hosted  the  Pulitzer  Prize  winning  “Tiger  Force”  journalists  for  a  special
interview  session,  spoke  in  other  journalism  classes  about  her  career,  and  advised  the  BGSU  student  association  of  black
journalists.    The  multi-­talented  woman  does  poetry  readings,  volunteers  in  the  community  and  is  working  on  a  children’s  book.
[READ  MORE]
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Associate Professor Nancy 
Brendlinger has been the recip-
ient of two Fulbright fellow-
ships in the past—which sent 
her to Indonesia and Slovakia. 

But when Brendlinger 
spent six months of her faculty 
improvement leave last year 
living in Tajikistan, it was due 
to her husband’s Fulbright fel-
lowship.

“I had been given to the 
year to work on projects, in-
cluding upgrading my multi-
media skills and also doing an 
exploration of environmental 
communication curriculum,” 
Brendlinger said. “And be-
cause I had the leave coming, 
he applied for the Fulbright.”

Upgrading her multimedia 
skills included documenting 
her travels, including her time 
in Tajikistan, on her personal 
blog located at http://nan-
cystan.wordpress.com.  

After arriving in Khujand, 
Brendlinger said her plan was 
to do her environmental com-
munication research and stay at 
home for a change.

³)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�RYHU�
20 years I was going to get to 
be the housewife,” Brendlinger 
said. “I was very excited.” 

She said the excitement of 
staying home wore off quickly 
and soon she was looking for 
other ways to immerse herself 
into the Tajik culture. 

Brendlinger began leading 
a discussion group for high 
school and college students at 
the city library in Khujand.  

The city library has a part 
RI�RQH�ÀRRU�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�³7KH�
American Corner,” which is 

¿QDQFLDOO\�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�
U.S. Embassy. The corner con-
tains books, videos and other 
English resources including 
guides to enrolling in Ameri-
can colleges. 

Brendlinger said the group 
was open to anyone who 
wanted to come and a core 
group of regular attendees soon 
formed. 

“Sometimes we would talk 
about important stuff, like the 
environment and other times 
we’d talk about fun stuff,” 
Brendlinger said. “It was more 
like ‘Let’s edu-
cate Nancy.’ ” 

While re-
searching envi-
ronmental com-
munications, 
Brendlinger 
found opportu-
nities to meet 
with native 
journalists to 
discuss indus-
try practices 
and learn more about how the 
profession is practiced there.

In the town of Rushan and 
the city of Khorog, Brendlinger 
met with journalists as part of 
a trip to the semi-autonomous 
province of Gorno-Badakhshan 
in the Pamir Mountains.

The month before that, on 
May 3, 2012, she was invited 
to speak about journalism 
ethics at the Khujand Press 
Association conference, as 
part of the annual World Press 
Freedom Day celebration. 

Brendlinger said that 
because most of the audience 
spoke Tajik or Russian, she 

gave her presen-
tation in English 
while a transla-
tor, translated the 
presentation into 
Russian. 

Another time 
she met with four 
Tajik journalists 
in Dushanbe, 
who were tak-
ing an English 
class taught by a 

friend of hers at Khujand State 
University.

About their conversation, 
Brendlinger wrote on her blog: 
“Another good thing about be-
ing a journalist, they told me, 
is that journalists can help poor 
people. People with problems 
come to them and ask them to 
write about it, and then people 
in the government see the sto-
ries and sometimes help.”

Brendlinger also wrote 
that when she “interviewed a 
broadcast journalist in China 
10 years ago, I was told the 

same story.” 
(She explained 
that she thinks 
this is a differ-
ent journalistic 
philosophy than 
what is often 
found in Ameri-
can journalism.) 

“Gener-
ally speaking, 
I don’t think 
[American] 

journalists have the idea that 
WKH\¶UH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�JRLQJ�WR�
help and develop the country,” 
Brendlinger said later. “That is 
a philosophy of journalism that 
other countries have, especially 
countries that have been under 
Communist regimes.”

She said that she feels 
American journalists start 
with a similar motivation, to 
help people be better citizens 
by informing them, “but it’s a 
slightly different perspective 
on the idea of actually going 
out and saying ‘this is what 
you need, and this is how you 
get it,’ as opposed to saying, 
‘here are your alternatives, 
now you decide.’”   

Brendlinger and her 
husband enjoy traveling and 
have lived for periods of time 
together in four foreign coun-
tries. 

Her husband, David Sears, 
said they still have plans to 
visit more. “We have tickets 
to Brazil. We’re supposed to 
leave in May,” he said. Sears 
said on the Brazil trip the two 

will “just be tourists.” 
One thing Brendlinger said 

she enjoys most about their 
world travels is being out of 
immediate contact. “No one 
knows where we are when 
we’re traveling,” she said. 
“They know what country 
we’re in, but not what town. I 
like being off the grid.”

N A N C Y  B R E N D L I N G E R PAGE BY MATTHEW THACKER, ’14-(*<3;@�5,>:���:7905.�����

Nancy Brendlinger with english majors at 
Khujand State University. Photo by Dildora Toshmatova.

Tajikistan is located in Central Asia and was a former member of the Soviet 
Union.

In the small town of Rushan, Nancy 
Brendlinger speaks with a local 
journalist. Photo by David Sears.

Improving 
in 

Tajikistan
Faculty improvement leave allows for 
six months of teaching, learning abroad

Nancy Brendlinger’s 
 

to see while in Tajikistan.
 

cool sights

The road between 
Dunshanbe 

and Khujand
“Just really gorgeous 
mountain scenery and scary 
roads combined…We were 
looking off the side of the 
road at the carcasses of past 
trucks that hadn’t survived 
the trip.”

Traveling through 
the Pamir Mountains
“We took the route where 
Afghanistan is right across 
the rier so we we’re 
traveling and looking at 
Afghanistan.”

An American 
cultural seminar

“Students put on a theater 
production. It included 
WKH�SLOJULPV�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�
Thanksgiving; song and 
dance; jokes and games; 
and they also did a 
theatrical performance of 
Cinderella.”

Apricot blossoms
in the region

“It was just so beautiful 
driving an old bus through 
the apricot orchards. When 
I think about Khujand that 
is one of the things that 
come to mind initially—
that day we were out in the 
apricot orchards.” 



2012 Diversity Award

C AT H E R I N E  C A S S A R A SAMANTHA BRYAN, ’14-(*<3;@�5,>:���:7905.�����

The value of diversity was 
learned early for associate 

professor Catherine Cassara 
who spent her childhood all 
around the world.

Born on the East Coast to 
a father who taught Ameri-
can history and a mother who 
taught international adult edu-
cation, Cassara lived through-
out Europe because of aca-
demic opportunities that were 
offered to her father.  

Originally from Massachu-
setts, Cassara began her higher 
education journey at the Uni-
versity of Virginia where she 
studied Russian studies. 

After finishing her under-
graduate degree she worked on 
an internship with a news ser-
vice in Washington and as she 
finished was offered a pass to a 
White House press conference 
with President Carter’s press 
secretary Jody Powell

After finishing her under-
graduate degree she worked on 
an internship with a news ser-
vice in Washington and as she 
finished was offered a pass to a 
White House press conference 
with President Carter’s press 
secretary Jody Powell.

“I was sitting in a room with 
different departments, and it 
was hilarious,” Cassara said. “I 
didn’t say a word, just listened. 
I felt like I was at home. I found 
out I really loved writing about 
news, and I was good at it.”

Next she found herself at 
The Fairfax Globe newspaper 

in Fairfax, Va., doing paste-up 
in the paper’s back shop and 
stringing when extra hands 
were needed. While she was 
good at putting the paper to-
gether and proofing the ads, it 
was through those writing ex-
periences that she found where 
her heart really lay.  

To get a chance to report, 
she  moved over to a small 
weekly newspaper in Spring-
field, Va., called The Times, 
where she did general assign-
ment reporting, covered sports, 
and processed the photos she 
and two other staff members 
took.

About then, a friend of her 
mother’s who ran a press ser-
vice in D.C. gave her some career 
counseling that stuck.

“He said you’ll never get a 
job in Washington D.C.--ev-
eryone comes here to work,” 
Cassara said. “He said I needed 
to pick a city and send out re-
sumes there.”

Taking his advice, she sent 
out resumes to every paper 
between Eastport, Maine, and 
New York City-- starting from 
the coast and working  inland. 
She landed one at twice a week 
paper on the coast of Con-
necticut, where she worked for 
three years, before moving on 
to report for a daily papers in 
Maine--first a small daily on 
the coast and then at a larger 
daily inland. After eight years 
and a half years in journalism, 
Cassara said she realized jour-

nalism had become a career but 
that she had little chance to get 
where she wanted--a large pa-
per with bureaus overseas. So, 
in her early 30s,  Cassara at-
tended Michigan State Univer-
sity to receive her master’s. The 
university offered a summer 
reporting program in London 
and Cassara enrolled. While 
there she had the opportunity 
to interview a foreign corre-
spondent about his career.  She 
realized being a foreign cor-
respondent was not what she 
needed.

“You have to pay your dues 
and you really do need a sup-
port system there for you,” 
Cassara said. 

She realized she enjoyed      
teaching journalism, and 
worked to become an academic 
expert for international jour-
nalism  hoping to do foreign 
corresponding during the sum-
mer. To teach, Cassara knew 
she needed to have a doctorate. 
She stayed at Michigan State 
and worked on her dissertation: 
“International News in Ameri-
can Newspapers: Testing Inter-
national News Flow Theories.

Nearing the completion of 
her degree, she applied for a 
journalism position at BGSU 
that included teaching journal-
ism history and public affairs 
reporting. “It was like it was 
made for me,” Cassara said. “I 
loved the students here.”

Nancy Brendlinger, who 
met Cassara in 1992, has trav-

elled and worked with Cassara 
for nearly 20 years. She has 
travelled to Paris and North 
Africa to help Cassara spread 
her education in diversity.

“She is really smart and 
dedicated to her students and 
to providing the best education 
by teaching what is going on in 
the U.S. and the world outside 
of the U.S.,” Brendlinger said. 
“She has taken so much energy 
to teach her students about di-
versity around the world. She 
continually helps other teach-
ers expand their own views.”

Cassara was recently recog-
nized by the university for 20 
years of service. During her 
years here, she has six times 
organized educational trips 
for BGSU students to partici-
pate in the International Media 
Seminar in Paris. 

Cassara’s intensive prepara-
tions were appreciated by her 
students. 

“We learned practical things 
like how to take the Metro 
and navigate Paris, currency, 
common French phrases, how 
and what to pack, business 
etiquette and lot more,” Amber 
Petkosek, a junior public rela-
tions major, said. 

Currently, Cassara is work-
ing on research regarding Al 
Jazeera.  She was recently 
elected to at three-year term on 
the Teaching Standards Com-
mittee of the Association for 
Education in Journalism and 
Mass Communication.

Catherine Cassara was awarded the teaching 
Diversity Award in 2012 from BGSU. She was 
given the award for the work she did on a four-
year project that established a partnership with 
several Middle East universities to study envi-
ronmental journalism.

Associate Professor Nancy Brendlinger, who 
travelled with Cassara to the North African 
countries, nominated her for the award. 

“I nominated her because she puts an amaz-
ing amount of work in educating our faculty 
and students about diversity,” Brendlinger said.  
“With the work she put in she received a tre-
mendously successful grant.”

Funding of $100,000 for the first two years 
came from the U.S. Department of State. The 
second two years were funded by a grant of 
$388,300 from the Bureau of Educational and 

Cultural Exchange.
 “The State Department wanted some kind of 

exchange,” Cassara said. “We built an environ-
ment program to do that work.” 

Cassara and Brendlinger took BGSU students 
to Tunisia twice to work with Tunisian and Al-
gerian students in educational workshops. The 
North African students also came here.

Brendlinger said the American students who 
went to Tunisia said afterward that it was a life-
changing trip. Because of Cassara’s hard work 
students were able to experience the Muslim 
and Arab cultures,  which changed the students’ 
perspectives dramatically, she said.

 Cassara said, “The rewarding part is that the 
students that went are still friends. They still 
keep in touch with each other. That is why you 
do it.”

Education  for the World
After 20 years at BGSU, professor continues her work

to change cultural views one student at a time

photo by Michael Horning

Catherine Cassara poses for a photo 

following her recognition as the 

2012 Diversty Award winner. The 

award was given at the Opening 

Day Ceremony for the College of 

Arts & Sciences held in the Bowen-

Thompson Student Union theater. 



Sewell performs poetry, one of her 
favorite pastimes.

What was it like growing up in BG? 

“My mother and father got 
married when they were 
very young, and they trans-

ferred to BGSU in the 60s. My father was 
president of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.  
At the time, many colleges were just start-
ing to have black Greek life on campus. 
The fraternity listed my mom as a den 
mother, so the administration never caught 
on to the fact that she and I were also living 
in the house. I lived in that fraternity house 
until my dad graduated.”

Education

Sewell moved to Ann Arbor, Mich., in high 
school. She graduated from Ann Arbor 
Pioneer High School in 1984. She received 
her bachelor’s in journalism from Michigan 
State University in 1989. After graduating, 
Sewell attended City University of London 
and studied international journalism.  

 Sewell, 21, in Paris, France.  

What made you decide to pursue

 a career in journalism?

“I was always writing and reading. 
Everything started with my 
mom.  She would read Nicki 

Giovanni and other black literature to 
me. She fostered my love for writing and 
poetry, but it was my love of hearing and 
documenting people’s stories that got 
me into journalism.  Journalists are like 
historians in a way.”

carEEr

Currently, Sewell is the media relations 
coordinator for the Toledo-Lucas County 
Public Library. She serves as the library’s 
key spokeswoman. She is also responsible 
for promoting the library through special 
events, publications and commercials. 

Sewell joined the Toledo library system 
after a notable 18-year career as a reporter 
for The Blade. She was hired at the age of 
21 by one of her professors who worked 
at the City University of London and was 
DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK�7KH�%ODGH��

Sewell traveled as an international 
correspondent for The Blade during the 
summer of 1988. 

For 10 years, Sewell was a fashion writer 
for The Blade and frequently traveled 
to New York to cover fashion events and 
interview designers such as Donna Karan, 
Kenneth Cole, Yves Saint Laurent and 
Marc Jacobs.

During her Blade career, Rhonda 
LQWHUYLHZHG� SURPLQHQW� ¿JXUHV� VXFK� DV�
author Maya Angelou, singer Usher, activist 
Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, and 
the late actress and activist Dana Reeve. 

R H O N D A  S E W E L L-(*<3;@�5,>:��:7905.����� 7(.,�)@�:0465,�1(*2:65�»��

community involvEmEnt 

Sewell is an award-winning member of the 
former Northwest Ohio Black Media As-
VRFLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�DQ�1$%-�DI¿OLDWH�

She is active in numerous community 
organizations and currently is Director-at-
Large/Advocacy Chair for the executive 
board of the Northwest Ohio chapter of the 
Public Relations Society of America.  

Sewell resides in Sylvania, Ohio, with her 
twin daughters, Sarah and Savannah.  She 
is currently working on several projects, 
including a children’s book titled “Fly Girl! 
The Story of Willa B. Brown, America’s 
First Black Female Licensed Pilot.” The 
late pilot is Sewell’s maternal cousin. 

“You need to be militant 
about the validity of 
your story.”

               -Gloria naylor

Award-winning Journalist
Media Relations Coordinator at the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library
Adjunct Instructor to BGSU Department of Journalism and PR
Adviser to Bowling Green Association of Black Journalists

All photos provided by Rhonda Sewell.
Story was originally published in the Obsidian on April 26, 2013

Sewell with her twin daughters, Sarah and 
Savannah, 13.

one
on
one
Rhonda Sewell 

W
ith

What was your most 

memorable experience

 as a reporter? 

“I    landed an interview with 
William Dufty, who was 
the author of “Lady Sings 

the Blues,” a biography of Billie 
Holiday. She is my icon. Dufty 
knew Billie Holiday really well, 
so it was like she was there. Dufty 
had terminal cancer at the time 
of the interview and told me that 
we would only be able to talk 
for about one hour, but we ended 
up spending the whole day to-
gether.  He gave me a couple of 
his books and in one of them 
he wrote ‘Thank you for delay-
ing the roses.’ He died soon after. ”    

Sewell, 21, in Paris, France.  

favorite quote

What advice do you have for

 young journalists and Pr 

professionals?

“1. Never stop reading.

2. Get involved in journalism and 
public relations related organizations,  

        such as PRSSA.

        3. Look into writing for online-based 
        publications. 
 ”
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Alumni  Newsletter
STUDENT  NEWS
ALUMNI  GROUP  GIVES  BG  NEWS  EDITORS  CAREER  ADVICE

Six  alumni  returned  to  campus  to  participate  in  a  panel  discussion
about  jobs  and  internships  with  The  BG  News  editors  and  other
journalism  students  in  late  April.

The  event,  which  was  sponsored  by  The  BG  News  Alumni  Society,
also  included  one-­on-­one  interviews  and  resume  critiques  following
the  question  and  answer  session.

This  is  the  list  of  alumni  who  participated:
Sarah  Bednarski  ’00,  director  of  public  relations  at  Mercy  Health
Systems
Scott  Brown  ’98,  managing  editor  at  the  Canton  Repository
Ron  Fritz  ’88,  sports  editor  at  the  Baltimore  Sun
Chris  Hawley  ’95,  managing  editor  digital  content  at  Raytheon
Kacee  Farrell  Snyder  ’04,  ’11,  BGSU  alumni  career  services  counselor
Jared  Wadley  ’00,  senior  public  relations  representative  at  University  of  Michigan

Additionally,  Bridget  Tharp  ’06,  who  is  vice  president  of  The  BG  News  Alumni  Society  and  works  in  marketing  and
communications  on  campus,  helped  organize  the  event  with  Brown,  president  of  the  alumni  society.  

  

THE  BG  NEWS  EDITOR  RECOGNIZED  FOR  HIS  LEADERSHIP
|  by  Kelly  Taylor,  lecturer

Late  in  the  semester,  Max  Filby,  editor  of  the  BG  News,  received  an  email  from  Undergraduate  Student  Government  inviting
him  to  the  group’s  annual  end-­of-­the-­year  banquet.

“I  thought  it  was  a  little  weird,”  Filby  said.    “I  am  not  too  close  with  USG.”

So,  Filby  did  what  every  good  reporter  would  do.  He  called  up  USG  President  Alex  Solis  and  asked  what  this  was  all  about.
Solis  told  Filby  he  had  been  invited  because  he  was  getting  an  award.

Turns  out,  USG  named  Filby  Student  Leader  of  the  Year.

Bob  Bortel,  director  of  student  media,  was  not  surprised  by  USG’s  choice.  “He  is  a  great  example  of  what  BG  aspires  to  have
students  develop  into,”  Bortel  said.  “He  is  a  capable,  all  around  good  leader.  I  am  not  sure  a  BG  News  editor  has  ever  been
nominated,  which  speaks  well  of  Max.”

Filby,  who  transferred  to  BGSU  after  attending  Ohio  University  for  a  year  right  out  of  high  school,  graduates  in  May.  

“I  have  been  here  three  and  a  half  years  and  put  a  lot  of  time  and  effort  in  the  paper,”  Filby  said.  “This  is  a  nice  recognition
when  I  am  getting  to  the  end  here.  At  least,  some  people  think  I  did  a  pretty  decent  job.”

Filby’s  success  as  editor  is  not  only  being  recognized  by  USG,  but  the  Department  of  Journalism  and  Public  Relations  as
well.  

Filby  was  selected  for  a  Scripps  Howard  internship  after  graduation.

Supported  by  the  foundation  of  the  E.W.  Scripps  Co.,  the  internship  in  multimedia  reporting  includes  a  $3,000  stipend  for  a
junior,  senior  or  graduate  student  and  a  $500  scholarship  for  students  who  are  returning  to  school  following  the  internship.  

One  internship  is  available  to  each  of  the  37  schools  partnered  with  the  company.

http://www.bgsu.edu/
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One  internship  is  available  to  each  of  the  37  schools  partnered  with  the  company.

BGSU  partnership  with  Scripps  came  through  alumnus  Mizell  Stewart  III,  vice  president  of  content  for  Scripps.

“I  was  telling  someone  the  other  day  that  it  is  ironic  that  OU  is  the  Scripps  School  of  Journalism  and  my  first  choice  for  a  paper
is  a  Scripps  paper,  but  I  got  it  after  coming  to  BG,”  Filby  said.

Several  professors  in  the  department  approached  Filby  about  the  internship  opportunity.

“I  was  set  on  trying  to  find  a  job  and  not  doing  a  post-­graduation  internship,”  Filby  said.  “They  helped  me  see  this  a  was  a
good  thing  for  me,  and  it  helped  the  journalism  department  to  be  able  to  get  more  scholarships.”

Filby  chose  to  complete  his  internship  at  the  Commercial  Appeal  in  Memphis  because  the  newspaper  has  several  job
openings.    He  talked  with  managing  editor  Louis  Graham  about  possibilities  of  moving  into  a  reporting  position  at  the  end  of
his  internship.

Filby  said  he  is  excited  about  going  to  Tennessee.  “I  have  never  been  in  the  South  before,”  Filby  said.  “I  heard  it  is  a  very
different  culture.  The  Commercial  Appeal  also  has  an  interesting  history.”

The  Commercial  Appeal  was  founded  in  1841  and  survived  the  Civil  War.    

  

THE  BG  NEWS  WEBSITE  IS  A  FINALIST  FOR  PACEMAKER  AWARD  –  AGAIN
|  by  Nate  Lowe  ’14

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  online  version  of  The  BG  News  has  been  selected  by  a  panel  of  professionals  with
extensive  media  experience  as  a  finalist  for  an  Associated  Collegiate  Press  award.

The  online  publication  was  the  only  collegiate  publication  in  Ohio  and  the  MAC  to  be  selected  as  a  finalist  for  ACP’s  Online
Pacemaker  Award.  Winners  will  be  announced  at  the  92nd  Annual  ACP/CMA  National  College  Media  Convention  in  New
Orleans  on  Oct.  26.

When  the  website  was  recognized  as  one  of  12  national  finalists  for  the  same  award  at  the  same  convention  last  October,  it
marked  the  first  time  a  university  publication  has  been  nominated  for  the  ACP’s  highest  honor.

“This  speaks  volumes  for  the  commitment  to  quality  work  that  our  students  have,”  Bob  Bortel,  director  of  student  media,  said.
“To  be  included  in  a  group  with  other  universities  that  are  large  and  well-­known  speaks  highly  to  the  quality  of  students  we
have  here.”

The  Best  College  Website  Award  is  based  on  design,  ease  of  navigation,  writing  and  editing,  graphics  and  interactivity.  [LINK
to  BGNEWS.COM]  

  

JOURNALISM  STUDENTS  WIN  PRESTIGIOUS  UNIVERSITY  AWARDS,  COLLEGE  HONORS

Catherine  “Cat”  Tomanski  and  Danae  King  will  each  receive  $10,000  after  being  chosen  for  a  Frazier  Reams  Public  Affairs
Undergraduate  Fellowship  for  2013-­14.    The  highly  competitive  fellowships  are  awarded  annually  to  rising  seniors  who  intend
to  pursue  careers  in  journalism,  political  or  governmental  service,  public  health,  law,  education,  community  service  or  other
fields  in  the  public  sector.  A  minimum  accumulative  grade  point  average  of  3.2  is  required.

At  the  Service-­Learning  and  Civic  Engagement  Awards  program,  Mykel  Lindsay,  a  senior  in  broadcast  journalism,  was
honored  in  the  Individual  Undergraduate  Student  division  with  the  Kurt  E.  Hofmeister  Student  Excellence  Award.    Lindsay
established  E.A.S.Y.  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  organization,  in  2012  to  help  students  in  eighth  through  12th  grade  in  the  Detroit  Metro
area  further  their  education  to  a  collegiate  level.  The  program  includes  mentorship  and  presentation.

Several  students  were  awarded  scholarships  by  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  during  the  annual  spring  honors  night.  
They  were  Chevon  Anderson,  the  Darlene  E.  Thomas  Book  Award;;  Jacqueline  Gedeon,  the  Janet  M.  Shanklin  Memorial
Scholarship;;  Emily  Gordon,  the  Rosemary  Kovacs  Scholarship;;  and  Patrick  Pfanner,  the  Gordon  Journalism  Scholarship.

  

  “THE  FUTURE  STARTS  NOW”  FOR  BGSU  PRSSA  STUDENTS
|by  Kelsey  Rentner  ’14

After  several  months  of  planning,  six  students
who  were  a  part  of  the  BGSU  PRSSA  chapter
attended  “The  Future  Starts  Now”  PRSA
International  Conference  in  San  Francisco  Oct.

http://www.bgnews.com/
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International  Conference  in  San  Francisco  Oct.
13-­16.

Six  executive  board  members  and  adviser  Julie
Hagenbuch  attended  this  conference  at  the
Mariott  Marquis.

Keynote  speakers  included  Twitter  co-­founder
Biz  Stone,  Pandora  founder  and  Chief  Strategy
Officer  Tim  Wetergren,  consumer  behavioral
expert  June  Cotte  and  MSNBC  political  analyst
Michael  Steele.

“Not  only  was  the  sightseeing  amazing,  but  we
got  to  hear  from  so  many  fascinating  people  in  the  field,”  PRSSA  social  media  coordinator  Sarah  Trusz  said.  “My  favorite  was
hearing  from  Biz  Stone,  the  co-­founder  of  Twitter.  His  passion  was  contagious.”

Students  attended  breakout  sessions  on  topics  ranging  from  creativity  to  fashion.

Students  also  had  plenty  of  free  time  for  sightseeing.  They  visited  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  Alcatraz  Island,  Fisherman’s  Wharf,
Ghirardelli  Square  and  Lombard  Street,  known  as  “The  World’s  Curviest  Street.”

T  he  2013  PRSA  International  Conference  will  be  held  Oct.  26-­29  in  Philadelphia.

  

SPJ  MEMBERS  TRAVEL  TO  DETROIT  AND  DAYTON

BGSU’s  Society  of  Professional  Journalists  chapter  was  active  this
semester.

Six  members  took  a  trip  to  the  Detroit  News  and  Detroit  Free  Press
in  March  to  visit  the  newsrooms  and  talk  with  reporters  and  editors
about  preparing  for  a  job  in  journalism.

Students  got  to  see  the  Pulitzer  that  the  Free  Press  recently  won  for
its  coverage  of  the  Kwame  Kilpatrick  scandal,  and  they  also  talked
with  online  editors  about  the  way  they  are  using  mobile  to  cover
breaking  news.

They  also  got  a  tour  of  the  original  library  at  the  Detroit  Press  that
once  employed  20  librarians  to  help  reporters  with  their  research.
The  building  is  up  for  sale,  and  both  papers  will  be  moving  out
soon.

Also,  10  students  attended  the  SPJ  region  4  conference  in  Dayton.

The  highlight  of  the  event  was  listening  to  Ross  Gallabrese,  the  executive  editor  of  the  Herald-­Star  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  talk
about  coverage  of  the  Steubenville  trial.

In  another  seminar  Glenn  Hartong  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  discussed  how  all  the  reporters  were  now  using  iPhones  in  their
coverage  to  shoot  video.

The  Columbus  Dispatch  also  showcased  copies  of  the  newly  resized  paper  that  they  have  developed  along  with  the  Enquirer.
Alumnus  Ben  Marrison  leads  the  Dispatch.

  

JUNIOR  IN  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  LEARNS  ABOUT  OTHER  CULTURES
|  by  Liz  Nahrstedt  ’14

For  Lisa  Wendel,  a  break  from  school  means  a  chance  to  do  service  and
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For  Lisa  Wendel,  a  break  from  school  means  a  chance  to  do  service  and
learn  about  other  cultures.  Wendel  visited  Tanzania  as  an  ROTC  cadet
during  the  summer  2012  for  about  three  weeks.  Over  spring  break  2013  she
joined  a  Navajo  Nation  trip  in  Arizona.

For  her  trip  to  Tanzania,  Wendel  was  part  of  the  Cultural  Understanding  and
Language  Program  which  sends  cadets  from  around  the  United  States
abroad.

They  spent  the  beginning  of  the  trip  in  Fort  Knox  to  prepare  for  their
experience  in  Tanzania.

“It  was  cool  to  work  with  other  cadets  from  other  states  and  schools  and  learn  how  they  did  things,”  she  said.  

In  Bagamoyo,  Tanzania,  Wendel  and  the  other  cadets  taught  English  to  children  from  toddlers  to  junior  high  schools  students.  
She  said  this  was  challenging  because  most  of  the  children  only  knew  some  English  and  the  toddlers  did  not  know  any.

The  cadets  also  worked  together  to  help  build  a  foundation  for  a  new  school  in  town.

In  addition,  they  got  to  spend  time  during  their  trip  in  Zanzibar,  where  they  visited  the  wildlife  reserve,  monuments  and
different  slave  ports.

The  overall  experience  was  rewarding  Wendel  said.  “I  learned  how  to  communicate  with  other  people..from  other  cultures,
other  schools,  and  professionals,”  she  said.  “I  analyzed  as  a  leader  how  to  apply  what  I  learned  for  when  I  am  overseas  with
my  troops.”

After  her  experience  in  Tanzania,  Wendel  took  the  opportunity  to  go  on  the  Navajo  Nation  Spring  Break  trip.

On  the  trip  in  Arizona,  she  taught  a  Swahili  lesson  at  the  high  school  and  shared  a  lot  about  her  experience  in  Tanzania  with
the  students.

She  also  felt  that  she  wasn’t  the  only  one  doing  the  teaching,  as  the  students  would  teach  her  basic  Navajo  words  in
exchange  for  her  Swahili  lessons.

“It  was  interesting  how  the  two  trips  related  and  the  high  school  students  really  liked  hearing  about  the  military,”  she  said.

Besides  learning  about  the  Navajo  education  system,  the  college  students  visited  several  cultural  sites  throughout  the  area
including  Chaco  Canyon  and  Canyon  de  Chelly.  

“I  really  enjoyed  the  trip  a  lot  and  I  had  never  been  out  West  before  so  it  was  a  neat  experience,”  Wendel  said.  “I  recommend  it
to  anyone  that  is  looking  to  learn  more  about  another  culture  and  try  some  new  things.”

  

BROADCAST  STUDENT  DEDICATED  TO  BECOMING  A  PRODUCER
|  by  Kaila  Johnson  ’13

The  alarm  goes  off  at  6  in  the  morning  and  it  is  time  for  Chevon  Anderson  to  start  her  day.
She  hits  the  snooze  button  one  or  two  times  because  she  knows  she  has  a  long  day  ahead.

“Sometimes  I  hit  it  more  than  that.  Then  I’m  like  oh  crap  I  only  have  seven  minutes  to  take  a
shower  versus  15  minutes  now,”  the  junior  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  said.

Anderson  spends  most  of  her  days  in  West  Hall  doing  voice  overs,  editing  her  packages  for
classes,  and  working  behind  the  scenes  for  BG-­24  News.

“I’m  in  the  editing  suites  almost  everyday,  if  not  everyday,”  Anderson  said.

When  she  is  not  editing  she  is  helping  with  the  Bowling  Green  Association  of  Black
Journalists,  and  serving  as  a  Resident  Advisor  for  26  residents.

“Her  efforts  with  BGABJ  and  her  work  there  to  help  other  students  understand  the  importance  of  being  apart  of  a  professional
organization  shows  the  kind  of  person  she  is,”  Assistant  Professor  Kathy  Bradshaw  said.  She  is  always  trying  to  help  others
be  successful.”

Anderson  also  works  at  the  Office  of  the  Dean  of  Students  as  a  student  assistant  and  at  Kohl  Hall  as  a  desk  clerk.  Finally  after
all  that,  she  still  finds  time  for  her  studies.

“It  gets  exhausting  sometimes,  but  I  am  doing  what  I  have  to  do  to  get  out  of  college  on  time,”  Anderson  said.
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Through  her  organizations  she  has  learned  a  lot  about  herself  and  skills  that  will  help  her  in  the  real  world.  She  wants  to  take
what  she  has  learned  and  become  a  producer.

  “I  love  production,  she  said.    My  dream  job  is  to  work  for  TNT  Sports  and  produce  the  ‘TNT  Halftime  Show’  and  ‘TNT's  Inside
the  NBA’.”
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Alumni  Newsletter
GUEST  SPEAKERS

Nov.  13,  2012  •  Currier  Lecture

Brian Bull
public  radio  reporter  and  producer  with  Cleveland's
ideastream®
speech  title:  "Seeing  Red:  A  Native  American  Journalist

Reflects  on  His  Work  and  Path"

also  spoke  in  journalism  classes

     

ALUMNI  IN  THE  CLASSROOM
Several  alumni  returned  throughout  the  year  to  talk  with  students  about  the  industry  and  how  to  better  ready  themselves  for  a

career  in  the  field

Hal  Brown,  ’72,  city  and  web  editor  Sentinel  Tribune
spoke  to  introductory  media  writing  and  copyediting  students

Shannon  Carney,  ’11,  news  producer  at  WTVQ  in  Lexington,  Ky.
spoke  in  the  broadcast  capstone  course  

Nate  Doolin,  ’12,  athletic  media  relations  at  University  of  Notre  Dame
spoke  in  the  introductory  media  writing  class

Chris  Hawley,  ’95,  managing  editor  for  digital  content  at  Raytheon
spoke  in  the  copyediting  class

Courtney  Wheaton,  ’12,  broadcast  journalist
spoke  in  broadcast  capstone  course  

Enoch  Wu,  ’11,  photojournalist
spoke  in  feature  writing  class

Bowling  Green  State  University  |  Bowling  Green,  OH  43403-­0001  |  Contact  Us  |  Campus  Map  |  Accessibility  Policy

http://www.bgsu.edu/scripts/contact.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/map/
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/cio/webdev/page74323.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/


12/17/13 DEPARTMENT AWARDS - Alumni Newsletter - BGSU

www.bgsu.edu/departments/journalism/newsletter/05-01-13/page131169.html 1/2

Alumni  Newsletter
DEPARTMENT  AWARDS
HAWLEY  CHOSEN  FOR  HALL  OF  FAME

This  year’s  Kappa  Tau  Alpha  Hall  of  Fame  Award  winner  is  1995  graduate  Christopher
Hawley.  

Hawley  has  been  the  managing  editor  for  digital  content  at  Raytheon  for  the  last  year.  He
oversees  an  external  website  and  social  media  content  for  the  $24  billion  aerospace  and
defense  company.

For  25  years,  he  was  a  news  editor  and  reporter.  His  first  job  was  writing  columns  for  the
Harbor  Beach  Times  in  Huron  County.    During  his  time  in  Bowling  Green,  Hawley
covered  the  courts  and  city  hall  for  The  BG  News  where  he  served  as  editor.    He  spent
some  of  his  time  at  BGSU  working  on  a  drive-­time  radio  show  for  WBGU.

During  college,  Hawley  also  spent  a  year  abroad  in  Spain.  While  there  he  wrote  articles
for  a  local  paper.  After  graduating  he  began  work  in  Latin  America.  He  first  started  as  a
newspaper  reporter  for  the  San  Juan  Star  in  Puerto  Rico.  He  moved  on  to  The  Associated  Press  where  he  worked  as  a
Caribbean  Desk  Editor.  

While  he  was  at  the  Associated  Press,  his  job  included  editing  articles  by  reporters  in  26  countries  and  territories  from  the
Bahamas  to  Suriname.  In  2000,  Hawley  became  an  editor  on  the  International  Desk  at  AP’s  headquarters  in  New  York.  There
he  helped  direct  coverage  of  the  9/11  attacks,  the  Afghanistan  and  Iraq  wars,  and  proceedings  at  the  United  Nations.  In  2004,
Hawley  returned  to  full-­time  reporting  as  the  Arizona  Republic’s  correspondent  in  Mexico  City.

In  2009,  he  won  the  Maria  Moors  Cabot  Prize,  a  career-­achievement  award  for  foreign  correspondents  and  other  reporters
working  in  the  Americas.

He  returned  to  the  AP  in  2010  as  an  enterprise  reporter,  based  in  New  York,  where  he  produced  in-­depth  and  investigative
articles.  Last  year,  Hawley  and  three  other  AP  reporters  won  the  Pulitzer  Prize  in  Investigative  Reporting  for  a  series  about  the
New  York  Police  Department.  Through  his  career,  Hawley  has  won  numerous  other  awards  such  as  the  Polk  Award,  the
Tobenkin  Award  and  a  Best  of  the  West  Award.

He  is  fluent  in  Spanish  and  enjoys  flying  his  own  plane.

  

MOSER  NAMED  CURRIER  YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL

The  Currier  Young  Professionals  Award  was  established  in  2005  to  honor  outstanding  accomplishments  of  a  recent  graduate.
This  year’s  honorary  is  Bob  Moser,  a  2006  graduate

Moser  was  an  active  student  while  at  BGSU.    During  his  senior  year,  he  served  as  editor-­in-­chief  of  The  BG  News  and  earned
the  Waugh  Trophy.  The  Waugh  is  awarded  to  an  outstanding  senior.  He  worked  at  The  BG  News  as  a  reporter,  copy  chief,
and  city  news  editor  throughout  his  undergraduate  years.      He  visualized  and  then  coordinated  the  Great  Lakes  Journalism
Job  and  Internship  Fair  held  at  BGSU,  which  hosted  recruiters  from  more  than  90  publications,  161  students  and  a  guest
speaker  from  the  New  York  Times.

Moser’s  first  job  after  graduating  was  with  The  Daily  Advertiser  in  Lafayette,  La.,  where  he  covered  regional  business  and
agriculture  like  the  oil,  sugar  cane  and  soybean  industries.    In  2007  he  won  a  prestigious  fellowship  from  the  International
Center  for  Journalists  in  Washington,  which  allowed  him  to  report  about  ethanol  in  Brazil  and  Louisiana.  

In  2008,  the  14-­part  series  won  him  first  place  for  Interpretive  Story  or  Series  from  the
Associated  Press  Managing  Editors,  Louisiana/Mississippi  Region.

Moser  married  Anna  Flavia,  a  Brazilian  journalist  who  severed  as  his  interpreter  while  he
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Moser  married  Anna  Flavia,  a  Brazilian  journalist  who  severed  as  his  interpreter  while  he
covered  the  story  in  Brazil.  He  moved  to  Sao  Paulo,  where  he  learned  Portuguese  and  is
a  full-­time,  freelance  reporter  and  writer.    He  writes  for  business  publications  in  the
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  on  Brazilian  business,  especially  commodities
and  economic  and  consumer  trends.  

Moser  has  been  an  active  member  of  The  BG  News  Alumni  Association  and  works  with
students  on  The  BG  News.  He  presents  them  with  opportunities  to  freelance  for  an
English  language  site  in  Sao  Paulo.

  

OUTSTANDING  STUDENT  AWARDS

Waugh  Trophy  for  top  graduating  journalism  student:  Alissa  Widman

Outstanding  public  relations  sequence  student:  Shirley  O'Nan

Outstanding  print  sequence  student:  Asia  Rapai

Outstanding  broadcast  sequence  student:  Kaila  Johnson

  

SCHOLARSHIP  WINNERS

Nate  Lowe Currier  Rising  Senior
Danae  King John  H.  Walker  Scholarship
Melanie  Mills Journalism  Alumni  Board
Michele  Wysocki Weiss  Journalism  Scholarship
Chevon  Anderson Bev  Murray  Scholarship
Alex  Alusheff Spencer  Canary  Scholarship
Alex  Alusheff SMC  Fund  for  Excellence
Hannah  Hilyard Robert  F.  Collins  Sports  Media  Scholarship

  

OUTSTANDING  COMMITMENT  AWARD:  Recognizes  those  worthy  students  who  make  a  difference  through  their
commitment  to  the  department,  student  organizations,  professional  involvement  and  the  service  ideals  that  are  the
foundations  of  journalism  and  public  relations.
Eric  Lagatta
Patrick  Pfanner
Kelsey  Rentner
Kelly  Savela
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