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Inspired by Larry Smith's innovative 
Six-Word Memoir initiative, we asked 

 participants to consider the following:  
 

"Tell us the story of your life,
share a defining moment, or

sum it up in a few major themes.
Make us laugh, bare your soul,

or anything in between. However
you approach this prompt, the

only rule is that you must keep it
to 6 words or less!"

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PROJECT

 

 

THE PROMPT

In the space of a few months, we collected over 150 notecard
submissions, each one offering something profound about the
lives of individuals in Northwest Ohio. Written with incredible
bravery, raw honesty, hope, pain, determination, and
delightful senses of humor, this collection of mini-memoirs
lends to our ever growing understanding of the human
experience with a few key reminders:  human beings are
resilient in the face of suffering, joyous at the prospect of
changing, and hungry to share their stories. 
 
Now as we prepare to launch the 2nd community writing
project we are publishing our first, both in print at
participating locations and on the BGSU English Department
Community Writing Hub website. It is our hope that this
project can inspire those who read it to tell their own stories
and to never forget all we can learn from one another. 

 

In the fall of 2019, through a collaborative
effort between the campus and greater
Bowling Green community, the BGSU
English Department's Community Writing
Hub launched the first ever Community
Writing Project. Setting up small drop boxes,
posters, notecards, and markers at the
Wood County Public Library, Grounds for
Thought, and the Black Swamp Arts and
Music Festival, we asked community
members to respond to a prompt aimed at
gathering true stories of the lives and
experiences of the members of the local
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE RESULT

A Community 
Writing Project



 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  
This project would not have been possible without the collaborative efforts
of the BGSU English Department and community partners within Bowling

Green who provided the space and time to facilitate the collection of these
beautiful mini-memoirs. 

 
We would like to offer a special thank you to Grounds for Thought for
continuing to serve the Bowling Green community in countless ways,
providing space for collaboration, connection, and of course, coffee.

 
 Additionally, we would like to thank the Wood County District Public
Library for their tireless efforts to enhance the literary community in

Bowling Green, and encourage literacy and connection through reading
and writing for people of all ages. 

 
Finally, we offer our deepest gratitude to the many individuals - students,

seniors, children, community members, and Bowling Green visitors for
participating in this project. It could not have been done without you and
your willingness to trust us with your stories. We truly believe that words
have the power to change worlds, and we hope that yours can bring light,

life, and understanding to all those who read them. 
 

“We die. That may be the meaning of life. But we do language. 
That may be the measure of our lives.”

- Toni Morrison
 
 
 CONSIDERATIONS: 

All submissions to the community writing project are
represented exactly as submitted to us, with the exception
of cards that contained direct contact information for
participants. We whited out this information out of respect
for the privacy and safety of each individual. 
 
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 

Please contact the BGSU English Department at 419-372-
7543, OR email project organizer Lena Ziegler at
lziegle@bgsu.edu. 
Be sure to follow the BGSU English Department on
Facebook and Twitter @bgsuenglish. 
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