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Course Description 
Adaptation is ubiquitous. You are a regular consumer—and quite likely also a creator—of it. And that’s how we’ll think about adaptation in ENG 4010 this semester, as both product and process. Studying adaptation in this way invites us to ask questions that are central to English studies and to develop new ways of understanding and applying them in the twenty-first century. For instance, what is a text? What is an author? What is originality? Adaptations inherently compel us to address these questions—questions that take on a new resonance when posed in a culture where multimodal delivery of content is the norm. The study of adaptation further allows us to examine Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital by pointing us to texts a society has deemed worthy of keeping alive, though often in radically altered forms. Thinking about how literary works are transformed over time and across the globe, then, leads us to consider how culture affects the production of art and how, simultaneously, art actively engages in the production of culture. 

Conceiving of adaptation as critical commentary and interpretative intervention, our focus in ENG 4010 will be on Shakespeare and some of the adaptations his works have inspired. The course texts will include plays by Shakespeare and adaptations of those plays that span a wide range of time, genres, and cultures. We will also read adaptation theory as we seek to develop a working definition of the term ‘adaptation’ and ask questions such as: Are prequels and sequels adaptations? Is the belief that Shakespeare’s work is ‘universal’ confirmed or challenged by adaptations? How do evolving technologies shape our understanding of Shakespeare and adaptation?

Early in the term, the course assignments will ask you to demonstrate skills such as comprehension and comparison as we focus on doing intertextual readings, multimedia analyses, and cross-cultural translations. By the end of the course, you will be invited to create your own adaptation, which will be accompanied by an analysis that engages with other adaptations, literary criticism, and adaptation theory. Prior experience with Shakespeare will be helpful but is not required. 

