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Go to the Census 
Bureau website 
www.census.gov. 
 
Click on American 
FactFinder (left side 
of page). 
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The U.S. Population 
Clock provides an 
estimate of the size of the 
U.S. population updated 
every minute.
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Fast Access to Information: 
By entering a city, town, 
county, or zip code (and state), 
you can get quick information 
about sex, age, and racial 
composition, as well as social 
and economic and housing 
characteristics. 
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Reference Map: 
Clicking on this link brings you 
to a map of the area you have 
selected. See map on page 5. 
 
Map: 
Clicking on this link brings you 
to a map of the area you have 
selected. See map on page 6. In 
this example, the percent of 
persons over age 65 are 
highlighted with different 
colors. 
 
Brief: 
Clicking this link opens the 
Census 2000 Brief (PDF) for 
the selected topic. These are 
national data and provide a 
national summary of the topic 
selected. 
 
Show More: 
Clicking this link expands the 
categories for many of the 
characteristics. For example, 
the age category expands to 5-
year age intervals.
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Reference Map 
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Zoom. 
 
Legend. 
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Population Finder: 
Clinking this links brings you 
a population estimates for the 
most recent year, the 
population trend, and 
population ranking for the 
area selected. 



American FactFinder Workshop 
Summer 2005 

9

People: 
Clicking on this link brings 
you to maps and tables for a 
variety of categories. 
 
 
Use the legend to find the 
appropriate table or map. 
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Housing: 
Clicking on this link provides 
information regarding 
housing: physical and financial 
characteristics. See page 12. 
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Business and Government: 
Clicking this links brings you 
to information regarding 
business and industry, foreign 
trade, and government. 
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In order to access more detailed 
information, click on one of the 
two Data Sets links. See page 
14. 
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1990& 2000 Decennial Census 
The Decennial Census occurs every 10 years, in 
years ending in zero, to count the population and 
housing units for the entire U.S. Its primary purpose 
is to provide the population counts that determine 
how seats in the U.S. House of Representatives are 
apportioned. 
 
2000-2003 American Community Survey 
The American Community Survey is a way to 
provide the data communities need every year 
instead of once in ten years. It is an on-going survey 
that the Census Bureau plans will replace the long 
form in the 2010 Census. 
 
Annual Population Estimates 
Population estimates are prepared annually for the 
years after the last published decennial census. 
 
1997 & 2002 Economic Censuses 
Economic Census data from 2002 and 1997 are 
available in American FactFinder. 
 
Annual Economic Surveys 
The Census Bureau collects and publishes data for a 
number of annual economic surveys. American 
FactFinder provides access to detailed statistics 
from the Annual Survey of Manufactures. 



American FactFinder Workshop 
Summer 2005 

14

 

First, select the survey you 
would like to use by clicking on 
the tab. 
 
Second, choose which data file 
you would like to use. 
 
Third, select the type of tables 
or maps you would like. 
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Using Detailed Tables: 
 
First, select the type of 
geography that you want to 
look at (nation, state, county, 
MSA, zip, etc). 
 
Second, select your specific 
geographical area of interest. 
 
Third, add each of your areas 
by clicking Add. 
 
Fourth, click Next.
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There are three ways to search 
detailed tables. The default on the 
American FactFinder website is 
Show All Tables, which lists all 
detailed tables in numerical order 
by type. By Subject allows you to 
search for tables by pre-defined 
subject areas. By Keyword 
allows you to search tables using 
your own keywords. 
 
Click Show Result when 
finished.
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Once you have your results, you 
can print or download them. 
 
First, click Print/Download. 
 
Second, select Print or 
Download. 
 
You can download in comma 
delimited (.csv), tab delimited 
(.lst) or rich text (.rtf) formats. 
 
Once data have been downloaded, 
you can open the file with Excel.
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Using Geographic Comparison Tables: 
 
These tables can be used to compare 
Census data between geographic areas. 
 
Geographic Comparison Tables are only 
available for Decennial Census and 
Population Estimates data. 
 
First, select type of geography. 
 
Second, select the specific geographic 
area. 
 
Third, select a table format from the 
available options. 
 
Fourth, click Show Result. 
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Using Custom Tables: 
 
Custom Tables are only available 
for Decennial Census data. 
 
First, select your geography of 
interest from a list, using a name 
search, an address search, from a 
map, or select geography within 
geography. 
 
Second, select tables that contain 
your variables of interest, and then 
select each variable that you want 
to include in your custom table. 
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To learn more about the 
different types of maps and 
geography, click on the Maps 
and Geography tab on the left 
side of the page. 
 
There are two types of maps: 
 
Reference Maps show the 
boundaries of Census 
geographies, down to the 
Census tract level. 
 
Thematic Maps show Census 
data (such as race or income) 
in a graphical format. 
 
Both types of maps are 
available for the Decennial 
Census data. 
 
A tutorial on Creating and 
Using Maps is available on 
this page. 
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Census Geographical Hierarchy 
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If you have any questions or comments, please contact the  
Center for Family and Demographic Research: 

 
Campus Address: 240 Williams Hall 
 
Phone: (419) 372-7279 
 
E-mail: cfdr@bgsu.edu 
 
Website: http://www.bgsu.edu/organizations/cfdr/main.html 


