Parents’ Use of Everyday Conflict Tactics
In the Presence of Children: Predictors
and Implications for Child Behavior
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Introduction & Rationale

O

o Family Processrd that undermine family stability
e Interparental Discord and Child Development

e Distressed by psychological aggression, constructive conflict
ameliorates (Cummings & Davies, 1994; 2002).

e What types of conflict are children most exposed to?

 Many marital discord studies focus on behavior in dyad and omit
guestions about children’s presence

e Child development studies examine child presence during
conflict in laboratory settings or use methods less suitable for
large-sample studies




Cummings et al.
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Current Study: Research Questions

e Can we measure child presence during parents’ use of
psychological aggression and negotiation using a parent
survey?

e Does it explain greater proportion of the variance when
explaining child outcomes?

e Which parent characteristics (individual, dyad) predict use
of such tactics in the presence of the child?







Measures
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Measures ... continued
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Measures ... continued
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Total Use of Parents Conflict Tactics
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Use of Negotiation
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Use of Negotiation
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Use of Psychological Aggression

O




Use of Psychological Aggression
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Parents’ use of conflict tactics
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Model 1: Predicting Child Internalizing Behaviors
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Model 2:Predicting Child Internalizing Behaviors
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Model 3: Predicting Child Externalizing Behavior
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Predictors of Psychological Aggression
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Model 1:Predicting Mother Psychological
Aggression
Variable B Sig
(R?2=.449)
Constant -025 .862
Maternal Age -.236 .028*
Child Gender .042 .833
Child Age .025 197
Maternal Education -.009 931
Maternal Emotional Problems 585 .000***
Maternal Involvement 176 .098
Maternal Warmth .025 .807
Maternal Marital Adjustment -.082 591




Model 2 : Predicting Mother Psychological
Aggression in Presence of Child

Variable B Sig
(R2=.296)
Constant -.069 .651
Maternal Age -.204 .075
Child Gender .096 .650
Child Age 012 908
Maternal Education -.113 327
Maternal Emotional Problems 282 012**
Maternal Involvement 303 .009**
Maternal Warmth -.106 338
Maternal Marital Adjustment -.122 459




Model 3 : Predicting Father Psychological
Aggression

Variable B Sig
(R2=.344)
Constant 114 493
Paternal Age -.169 187
Child Gender -.124 583
Child Age 103 404
Paternal Education -.281 .020*
Paternal Emotional Problems 253 .044*
Paternal Involvement 027 821
Paternal Warmth -.091 578
Paternal Marital Adjustment -.265 .032*




Model 4 : Predicting Father Psychological

Aggression in Presence of Child
Variable B Sig
(R?2=.426)
Constant .025 870
Paternal Age -.269 .026*
Child Gender 075 721
Child Age .005 968
Paternal Education -.145 191
Paternal Emotional Problems 292 .014*
Paternal Involvement .083 457
Paternal Warmth -.173 .259
Paternal Marital Adjustment -.399 001***




Summary
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Future Work
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