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OBJECTIVES 

•  To develop an esRmate of the proporRon of 
U.S. teenagers who have grown up with both 
biological parents from the Public Use Micro‐
data files of the American Community Survey. 

•  To examine geopoliRcal and racial‐ethnic 
variaRon in this index. 

•  To relate the index to measures of youth, 
family, and community well‐being. 



ADVANTAGES OF ACS 

•  Very large sample survey (3 million plus 
persons) conducted annually. 

•  High cooperaRon rate because conducted by 
the Census Bureau and legally mandated. 

•  Since 2008, ACS has been obtaining marital 
status, marital history, and detailed relaRon‐
ship informaRon for all persons in household. 

•  Annual samples aggregated over 3 & 5 years. 



LIMITATIONS OF ACS 

•  RelaRonships only defined with respect to one 
Reference Person in Household, not others. 

•  Only date of latest marriage is obtained. 

•  ACS is cross‐secRonal survey, not panel study. 
•  In order to obtain esRmates for smaller 
geographical units, samples must be 
aggregated over mulRple‐year periods. 



METHOD  

•  Locate all sample teens aged 15‐17 in ACS. 
•  IdenRfy those who are biological sons or 
daughters (not step‐, foster, or adopted) of 
Reference Person. 

•  If so, find out whether parent is currently 
married and date of latest marriage predates 
or within two years of birth of teenaged child. 

•  If so, teen is said to have grown up with both 
married parents. 



RESULTS 

•  In 2009, some 5.8 million of 12.6 million US 
teens aged 15‐17 ‐‐ 45.8% ‐‐ had grown up 
with both married parents. 

•  Index shows substanRal variaRon across 
racial/ethnic groups, states and counRes. 

•  Index significantly related to child poverty 
rates, achievement test scores, teen birth and 
death rates, crime and imprisonment rates 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Next Steps/Acknowledgements 

•  Developing mulRlevel regression models 
predicRng teen achievement and behavior 
from family stability and contextual variables. 

•  Will produce index esRmates for smaller 
counRes and ciRes when 3‐year files available. 

•  StaRsRcal and programming support from Dr. 
Philip Fletcher of Westat (now at Pearson). 

•  Work done in collaboraRon with and with 
parRal support from Dr. Pat Fagan. 


