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About one-third of children have spent some time in a cohabiting
union. Only 7 percent have lived continuously with a single mother.
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these dimensions of family structure change in a single analysis.

* In the United Kingdom’s Millennium Cohort Study (a nationally-

continuously single mother have the most compromised vocabulary scores. Children living with social fathers only or in cohabiting
families also have lower scores. It appears that early family transitions are more strongly associated with children’s diminished
vocabulary scores at age 5 than are later transitions.
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Time with a social father or in a cohabiting union is associated with more frequent conduct problems. Overall, father presence appears

Early family transitions (by age 3) occur about twice as often as later
transitions (between ages 3 and 5).

to have more explanatory power than union history in explaining conduct problems. The fact of experiencing family transitions at all
appears to be more salient than the timing of transitions.




