fldren’s Economic Well-Being in Single-Parent Families:

Cl

Gender. and Lone Parent versus IMultigsenerational Households
EFamilyand
sDemographic

Background

Data and Sample Percentage of Children in Poverty

Share of U.S. Children T.his study shows ’Flje considgralple diversjty of children in
% of all children % of children in single-parent Poverty Status single-parent families and highlights the importance of both
amilies parent’s gender and household composition for children’s
economic well-being.

e Extensive research has linked child poverty to a host of negative
outcomes in adulthood, such as poor health, economic insecurity,
and behavioral problems.

. . . Gender:

e 22% of all children are poor, and 2/3 of all poor children live in :o " e Parent’s gender remains a significant predictor of poverty among
single-parent families, a diverse group with differences in child ‘ : I S children in lone households. Children of lone mothers have the
outcomes by parent’s gender and household composition: § . . . . highest odds of falling into poverty compared to all other groups.

e Children of single mothers are at the greatest disadvantage. S parent Hoeeholde . e "hFh e The szlds of falling into poverty do not differ significantly by

e Parents who lack il . r o mor . Lonc Fathar. tone " Lone " Multigenerational  Multgenerational parent’s gender among those in multigenerational households.
. aren .SW. otat .essen a. SCONOMIE TESOUICES are MOore " Married/Cohabiting/Other Multigenerationl Father e Children living with single fathers are less likely than those living
likely to live in multigenerational households. with single-mothers to receive school lunch subsidies.

e Household composition is linked to resource flows and Heterogeneity Among Children in Single-Parent Families Odds of Poverty & Receipt of Assistance e Children with their mothers have higher odds of receiving EITC

than those with their fathers.
Household Composition:

: Receipt of Assistance e Net of demographic characteristics, children in lone parent
: Prior Research Child's Age I " Odds of Poverty households are more likely than their counterparts in :

Child's Race-Ethni C|ty Logistic regression of public assistance receipt on household composition and gender of

shapes eligibility for public assistance.

Logitistic regression of poverty status on household type & gender of parent, net of demographic

Single-Parent Families: ) a " : - L — L - multigenerational households to be in poverty.
e 24% of US children live with single parents without cohabiting | o omosmoior| s . o Chlldren in multigenerational homes are less I|!<ely to gain
partners | | el e oo o om owe ame assistance through the Earned Income Tax Credit.
, S A v e Children in multigenerational households are younger, and are
Gender: . | | |
: : . . o R I - — i 10 s - - more likely to have young, never married parents than those in
e A growing share of single-parent families are father-only families. e || e | e 0 o O = = = ot o o one households. They are less likely to have a highly educated
o Single fathers have smaller families, are less likely to be poor, S | N Lo varent or to live with siblings
more likely to be employed, and are better off economically than o 05 25 e Children in lone households have higher odds of receiving SNAP
single mothers. o] e o and school lunch assistance than those in multigenerational
e Poor and near poor father-only families are less likely to receive Number of Siblings Parent's Marital Status o I P homes.
public assistance than poor and near poor mother-only families. o sty e ez ey Limitations & Future Directions
Household Composition: °
e Single-parent families assuage financial burdens by living with l I I LITll'tat'-’lconS: e 1o b - olde without other adult t
: : SETIINT : : : - : e | limit my analysis to households without other adults present.
their parents, though this decreases their likelihood of public _ Percentage of Children in Poverty Receiving Assistance y anay . ) , P .
Jccictance receint Future research should examine how children’s poverty and public
, p ' , , , , o e o n assistance receipt is impacted by residence in these household
e 2/3 of children in multigenerational households with their v types
fathers would be poor if they only lived with their father. Public Assistance Receipt e This study is unable to address the issue of selection into these

household types — children in multigenerational households
benefit from having grandparents who are willing and have the

Parent's Educational Attainment

Present Study: Research Questions

Age of Parent

e Provides a demographic comparison of children’s economic well- )

o B : resources to take them in.
being in lone and multigenerational households. ’ . 45% " Questions to be addressed in future research include:

e Examines share of children below official and relative poverty I - o e How are children’s movements in and out of poverty influenced
thresholds and the share of those receiving public assistance. l . g I - by changes in family structure and household composition?

e Provides the odds of both poverty status and public assistance _ _ _ _ . e What other factors encourage or discourage public assistance
receipt, net of demographic characteristics. R e R R oo Stamps [SNA? seoottunchsubsidy - Famedincome Tax credk receipt among single-father families?

e Expands on extant child poverty literature by examining the role " Lone with Miother O with Father - Miultigenerational with Mother 0 with Father
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of parent’s gender and household types among single-parent
families (without cohabiting partners).




