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e Joint children from intact families fare better than those from other family structures e Sibling relationship quality increases over time only for siblings in
intact families
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e However, there is growing evidence that this relationship is more nuanced

e Marital and parent-child relationship quality positively affect

e Joint children in complex families do not seem to fit this pattern ¥ I X I
sibling relationship quality

e These effects, though reduced, remain significant with the

GrOWth Curve MOdElS inclusion of controls

Family Structure

e Intact Families - consist of two biological parents and only their joint children

e Stepfamilies - consist of two parents and stepchildren. Each child is biologically related to only
one parent

e Blended families - contain two parents and half-siblings. At least one child is biologically
related to both parents and the other(s) only to one Resu |tS

Conclusions

e Sibling relationship quality increases over time only for siblings from

intact families
‘ i e Step- and half-siblings have lower levels of relationship quality, which

Goals : i1 decreases with time
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e Family processes may be more important for child well-being than the
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