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This family profile updates previous profileson the marriage-to-divorce ratio (Juteau & Marino, 2022, Reynolds,
2020; Schweizer, 2019; Schweizer, 2019b; Wu, 2017; Eickmeyer, 2015) and examines state variation in the ratio
of marriages to divorces. Using recent American Community Survey (ACS) data, we calculate national and state
level marriage-to-divorce ratios by dividing the number of women’s marriages by the number of women'’s
divorces for a given population in a given year.

Note: Counts for Washington D.C. are excluded from this profile due to observed irregularities in divorce count estimates by sex over time in the ACS.
Although estimates remained within the margin of error for the estimates, the margins of error increased dramatically in 2022.

U.S. Marriage-to-Divorce Ratio, 2022
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Five Highest and Lowest Marriage-to-Divorce Ratios, 2022

Figure 2. Highest and Lowest Marriage-to- e All states had a greater number of marriages than divorces.

Divorce Ratios, 2022 Vermont (3.66), Alaska (3.38), and New Hampshire (2.97) had

State the highest marriage-to-divorce ratios in 2022.

o Vermont went from being ranked the 50" state in 2021
(1.54) to the 1%t in 2022 (3.66).

o Only two states from the top 5 highest ratios of 2021
(Alaska and New Hampshire) returned to the top 5 in 2022.
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State Rankings and Geographic Variation in Marriage-to-Divorce Ratio, 2022

Figure 3. State-Level Marriage-to-
Divorce Ratio by Quartile, 2022
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e Except forthe Northeastwhich had zero states in the bottom quartile,
the other three US Census Regions (West, Midwest, and South)
contained at least one state in all four quartiles.

e Similarto 2021, a majority of the statesin the top quartile of Marriage
to Divorce Ratios were found in the Northeast.

e Forthose in the Western region ofthe U.S., their ratios most often fell
in the top 2 quartiles.

o Exceptionsincluded Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, and New Mexico.

e Otherthan Texas and South Carolina, all states in the South were in
the bottom two quartiles.

e The Midwest only contained one state (lllinois) in the bottom quatrtile,
with a relatively even distribution among the other three quartiles.

Figure 4. Geographic Variation of Women’s Adjusted Divorce Rate Among States,
2022
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