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The increase in cohabitation is one of the most remarkable demographic shifts occurring in the U.S. Most couples now live together
before marriage, meaning that cohabitation has become the dominant pathway to forming a marital union (FP-15-01). Also, much
of the decline in the remarriage rate over the past decades is offset by an increase in postmarital cohabitation (McNamee and
Raley, 2011). More than two-thirds of women remarrying in recent years cohabited with their husbands (Teachman, 2008). This
profile compares cohabitation trends among never married and previously married couples in the U.S. using data from the Current

P

opulation Survey.

Trends in Cohabitation among Never Married and
Previously Married Adults, 1993-2014
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Over the past two decades, cohabitation increased among
both never and previously married adults. The increase was
more pronounced among never marrieds.

) Similar shares (7%) of never and previously married

adults were cohabiting in 1995.

) The proportion of never married adults living with

cohabiting partners doubled from 7% in 1995 to 14% in
2014 (a 100% increase).

) The share of previously married adults in a cohabiting
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union increased by 57%, from 7% in 1995 t0 11% in
2014 (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Trends in Cohabitation among Never Married and
Previously Married Adults
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Changes in Relationship History of Cohabiting
Couples, 1995-2014

) The composition of cohabiting couples has shifted
over time favoring those where both partners have
never been married.

) Two decades ago, the majority (60%) of
cohabiting couples included one previously
married partner, and 40% of cohabiting couples
consisted of two never married adults. In 2014,
about half (47%) of cohabiting couples included
one previously married member and (53%) of
current cohabiting couples were composed of two
never married adults (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Changes in Relationship History of Cohabiting Couples
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey


http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/lamidi-cohab-trends-never-previously-married-fp-15-21
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/content/dam/BGSU/college-of-arts-and-sciences/NCFMR/documents/FP/FP-15-01-twenty-five-yrs-cohab-us.pdf

Changes in the Share of Never Married and Previously Married Cohabiting Couples with Children, 1995-2014

) Over nearly two decades, never married and previously
married cohabiting couples have become more alike in
terms of presence of children in the household.

» In 1995, a greater share of previously married
cohabiting couples (50%) than never married
cohabitors (36%) lived with children. By 2014,
similar shares of never married and previously
married cohabiting couples had children in the
household (Figure 3).

) The growing similarity in presence of children among
never and previously married cohabiting couples
primarily reflects the declining share of ever married
cohabiting couples co-residing with children.

» The share of previously married cohabiting
couples living with children dropped by nearly
one-fifth, from 50% in 1995 to 41% in 2014.

» The share of never married cohabiting couples
living with children increased slightly from 36% in
199510 39% in 2014.
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