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In 2022, nearly 131 million individuals over the age of 15 in the U.S. were married. Meanwhile, slightly over 20 million were
cohabiting, and more than 116 million were single. Using the 2012 and 2022 Current Population Survey (CPS), we contrast
the share of individuals who are married, cohabiting, and single in the U.S. to examine a decade of change between 2012
to 2022. We compare whether and how the composition of single, cohabiting, and married individuals has shifted over
time across key demographic characteristics, including age, race/ethnicity, and educational attainment. This profile is an
update of FP-14-01, which compared single, married, and cohabiting households (Lamidi, 2014). By using the cohabitation
pointers in the CPS (available in the 2012 and 2022 data), we can detect the relationship status of the respondent regardless
of household head status, allowing us to conduct an individual-level analysis (versus household-level).

Changes in the Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married Individuals by Age

e In 2012 slightly more than half of Figure 1. Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married Individuals in the U.S. by Age,
individuals over age 15 were married 2012 & 2022
(51%), a little less than half were single 100% —

(43%), and slightly less than one-tenth
were cohabiting (7%). Ten years later the
distribution was remarkably similar.
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e In 2022, the age group with the greatest
share in a cohabiting relationship was EmMarried @Cohab OSingle
those aged 25-34 (17%). Meanwhile, the
share of individuals who were single was gy rce: NCFMR analyses of IPUMS-CPS, 2012 & 2022
highest among those aged 15-24 (87%).

The share married was generally higher
at older ages, starting with those aged
35-44, but among those aged 65 and
older the share married began to dip.

2012 2022 2012 2022 2012 2022 2012 2022 2012 2022 2012 2022
Total (15+) 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Changes in the Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married Individuals by Race/Ethnicity
¢ In general, like age, the distribution of Figure 2. Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married by Race/Ethnicity, 2012 & 2022
change in the shares of single, 100%
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race/ethnicity is stable, with most
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share married, and cohabiting decreased
and the share single increased.
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highest among Other race individuals,
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Source: NCFMR analyses of IPUMS-CPS, 2012 & 2022
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Changes in the Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married Individuals by Educational Attainment

e There were noticeable shifts in union among those who e In 2022, the distributions of relationship status of those
had not earned a high school diploma and those with a with a H. S. diploma/ GED and those with some college
H.S. diploma/GED, but no college experience. was similar.

o Among those who had not earned an H.S. diploma, ¢ Among those with some college or a bachelor’s degree
the share single increased while the share of married the distribution of single, cohabiting, and married
decreased. Over the last decade those without a H.S. individuals was generally stable in 2012 and 2022.
diploma had the largest share currently single (68% in o In 2022, about equal shares of those with some
2022). college education were either married (46%) or single

o Among individuals with a H.S. diploma/GED, the (45%). Eight percent (8%) were in a cohabiting
share married decreased, the share cohabiting and relationship.
the share single increased over the decade. o Those with at least a bachelor’s degree had the
Individuals with a H.S. diploma had the largest share largest share married in 2022 at 63%. Among those
in a cohabiting relationship (9%). with bachelor’'s degree fewer than one-third were

single (30%) and 7% were cohabiting.

Figure 3. Shares of Single, Cohabiting, and Married by Educational Attainment, 2012 & 2022
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Source: NCFMR analyses of IPUMS-CPS, 2012 & 2022
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