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Change in the Marriage Rate

e As of 2013, the U.S.
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Five States with the Highest and Lowest Marriage Rate, 2013
¢ In Utah, about 56 women per 1,000 unmarried women over
the age of 15 were married in 2013. That is, roughly 5.6% of
unmarried women were married in 2013.
¢ In Rhode Island, about 24 women per 1,000 unmarried
women over the age of 15 were married in 2013. About
2.4% of unmarried women were married in that year.
 For a ranking table with all states organized by quartiles,

Figure 2. Five States with the Highest
and Lowest Marriage Rates
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State Changes in Ranking from 2011 to 2013 47 louisiana 25.86
* Three out of the five states with the highest marriage rates in 48 New Jersey 25.34
2013 (Utah, North Dakota, and Oklahoma) also had the highest 49 Wash, DC 24.70
marriage rates in 2011. 50 New York 23.99
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each one of the five states with the lowest marriage rates in g
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2011 and 2013.
¢ A slight majority of states (28) experienced decreases in their marriage rates from 2011 to 2013, with
rates for Alaska and West Virginia decreasing the most: Twenty-three states experienced increased

rates, with South Dakota and Washington, DC experiencing the greatest increases.
o Alaska moved from 2nd to 11th highest ranking (56.31 to 38.82)

o West Virginia moved from 18th to 37th highest ranking (35.08 to 29.88)
o South Dakota moved from 31st to 3rd/highest ranking (31.44 to 46.93)
o Washington, DC moved from 51st to/49th highest ranking (19.24 to 24.70)
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Geographic Variation of the U.S. Marriage Rate, 2013

e Among states with the highest marriage rates, the largest share is located in the western region of

the U.S. (Utah, Colorado, Idaho, Wyoming, Hawaii, Alaska, and Washington).

e Among states with the lowest marriage rate, the largest share is located in the northeastern region
of the U.S. (Maryland, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and

Rhode Island).

Figure 3. Geographic Variation of U.S. Marriage Rate Among States

Quartiles

23.73 - 28.89
28.90 - 32.44

32.64 - 37.42
37.70 - 55.58

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2013

005 Williams Hall ® Bowling Green/State University e Bowling Green, OH 43403
http://ncfmr.bgsu.edu # 419.372.4910 ¢ ncfmr@bgsu.edu

il L


http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr.html

Return Table 1. Marriage Rate per 1,000
Unmarried Women by State, Organized by
Quartiles, 2013

Rank|State Rate MOE

Suggested Citation:
Payne, K. K. (2014).
Marriage Rate in
the U.S., 2013.
(FP-14-15).
National Center for
Family & Marriage
Research.
Retrieved from
http://www.bgsu.
edu/content/
dam/ BGSU/
college-of-arts-and-
sciences/NCFMR/
documents/FP/
FP-14-15-marriage-
rate-2013.pdf

NCFMR

Family Profiles
FP-14-15

7\

National Center for

26 Mississippi 3244  +/- 4.01 Tl
27 New Mexico 31.71 +/- 3.94
28 Georgia 31.57 +/- 2.00
29 Oregon 31.34 +/- 3.08
30 Alabama 31.17 +/- 2.52 This project is
us 31.16 0.36 supported with
31 Vermont 31.09  +/- 6.29 ass'“lénc‘é AT
owling Green
32 Delaware 31.06 +/- 6.91 State University.
33 Arizona 30.65 +/- 2.37 From 2007 to 2013,
34 New Hampshire  30.35 +/- 5.53 support was also
35 SouthCarolina 3031  +/- 2.67 S?Vé‘ier)iz‘r’nt::t
36 California 30.14  +/- 0.97 of Health and
37 West Virginia 29.88 +/- 4.25 Human Services,
38 Ohio 28.90  +/- 1.68 GiEs e e
39 Wisconsin 2889 +/- 2.09 Ass;ff;faiiﬁ;e;ary
40 Maryland 28.17 +/- 1.98 and Evaluation.
41 llinois 27.88 +/- 1.68 The opinions
42 Pennsylvania 27.04 +/- 1.53 and COn(;l:‘Slon.S
. expresse erein
43 Connecticut 26.87 +/- 3.11 are solely those
44  Michigan 26.87 +/- 1.69 of the author(s)
45 Florida 25.99 +/- 1.12 and should not
46 Massachusetts ~ 25.86  +/- 2.10 rif)f;“:;;‘:‘egdt:se
47 louisiana 2586  +/- 2.91 opinions or policy
48 New Jersey 25.34 +/- 1.96 of any agency of
49 Wash, DC 2470  +/- 5.15 the state or federal
50 New York 23.99  +/- 1.05 TR
51 Rhode Island 23.73 +/- 5.16
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