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What is your current marital status? 

Married

Widowed

Separated

Divorced

Never married

Are you now…

Married

Separated

Divorced

Widowed, or

Have you never been married?

Married

Separated

Divorced

Widowed

Never married

Married

Living in a domestic partnership

Divorced

Separated

Single, never married

Widowed

Are you currently…

National Center for Education Statistics, Institute for Education Sciences

(What is (your/this parent's) current marital 

status?/What is the marital relationship of these 

parents?)

*

*

* *

Living with a partner in a marriage-like 

relationship

*

Is [NAME] currently married, separated, divorced, 

widowed, or [NAME] never been married?

*

Cohabitation, Marriage, Household Rosters and Household Composition 
Question Crosswalk
U.S. Department of Education

Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Marital Status-Based Measures
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Married

Separated

Divorced

Widowed, or

Never married?

Married,

Separated, 

Divorced,

Widowed, or 

Never married?

Married,

Separated, 

Divorced,

Widowed, or 

Never married?

Married/Remarried

Separated

Divorced

Widowed

Never Married

Marriage or re-marriage

Separation or divorce

Attending college or boarding school

Living elsewhere for employment-related reasons

Living elsewhere for other reasons

Deceased

In jail or prison

Follow-Up Measures (Longitudinal Data)

*

Why is [FIRST NAME] no longer living in this 

household?

*

* *

(Are you/Is [CHILD'S NAME] 

(father/stepfather/foster 

father/grandfather/[NAME])) currently…

* * * *

(Are you/Is [CHILD'S NAME] (mother/ stepmother/ 

foster mother/ grandmother/ [NAME])) currently…

* *

What is (your/[ADULT'S NAME] marital status? 

VERIFY IF KNOWN.

*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Other (specify)

Yes

No

Yes

No

Married

Widowed

Separated

Divorced

Never married

Yes

No

Biological mother

Biological father

Adoptive mother

Adoptive father

Stepmother

Stepfather

Foster mother

*

During our last interview about a year ago, you said 

that you (were married/were separated/were 

divorced/ had never been married). Is this 

information still correct?
*

Household Roster-Based Measures (from Marriage QCW)

Asked for HH member 14 years or older who is not 

R.  Who in the household is your spouse or partner?
* *

What is this parent’s or guardian’s relationship to 

you?

*

Has your marital status changed since December 31, 

2007?
*

What was your marital status on December 31, 

2007?

*

Living with a partner in a marriage-like 

relationship 

Are you now married to [CHILD]’s (and [TWIN]’s) 

biological father?
*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Foster father

Female partner of your parent or guardian

Male partner of your parent or guardian

Grandmother

Grandfather

Other female relative

Other male relative

Other female guardian

Other male guardian

Biological mother

Biological father

Adoptive mother

Adoptive father

Stepmother

Stepfather

Foster mother

Foster father

Female partner of [teenager]’s parent 

or guardian

Male partner of [teenager]’s parent or 

guardian

Grandmother

Grandfather

Other female relative

Other male relative

Other female guardian

Other male guardian

First Parent

Second Parent

Biological mother

Biological father

Adoptive mother

Adoptive father

*

What is your relationship to [TEENAGER NAME]? Are 

you (his/her) biological parent, adoptive parent, 

stepparent, or someone else?

*

What (is this parent’s relationship/are these parents’ 

relationships) to (him/her)?

*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Stepmother

Stepfather

Foster mother

Foster father

Biological mother

Biological father

Adoptive mother

Adoptive father

Stepmother

Stepfather

Foster mother

Foster father

Male partner of [teenager]’s parent or guardian

Grandmother

Grandfather

Other female relative guardian

Other female guardian

Other male guardian

Grandmother

Grandfather

Other female relative

Other male relative

Other female guardian

Other male guardian

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Brother, including step, adopted, and foster

Sister, including step, adopted, and foster

Grandmother

What is that adult’s relationship to [TEENAGER 

NAME]? If there is more than one,  please answer 

for the one who is most involved in raising 

(him/her).

*

What is (your/[NAME]’s) relationship to [CHILD]? 

VERIFY IF KNOWN .

* * *

*

What is your (spouse/partner)'s  relationship to 

[TEENAGER NAME]?

*

Female partner of [teenager]’s parent  or guardian

* *
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Grandfather

Aunt

Uncle

Cousin

Other relative

Specify

Nonrelative

Specify

Same sex parent

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Sister, including step, adopted, and foster

Grandmother

Grandfather

Aunt

Uncle

Cousin

Other relative

Nonrelative

Same sex parent

(Are you/Is [NAME]) [CHILD]’s ...

Birth mother,

Adoptive mother,

Stepmother,

Foster mother, or

Other parent or guardian?

Female partner of parent

(Are you/Is [NAME]) [CHILD]’s ...

Birth father,

Adoptive father, 

Stepfather,

* * *

* *

* * * *

* *

Girlfriend or partner of (child)’s parent/guardian

Boyfriend or partner of  (child)’s parent/guardian

How is [NAME] related to [CHILD]? VERIFY IF 

KNOWN.

* *

Brother, including step, adopted, and foster

Girlfriend or female partner of  (child)’s 

Boyfriend or male partner of (child)’s 

* *
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Foster father, or

Other parent or guardian?

Male partner of parent

VERIFY IF KNOWN

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Grandmother

Grandfather

Aunt

Uncle

Cousin

Other relative (But not husband/wife)

Nonrelative (But not boyfriend/ girlfriend)

Husband/wife/boyfriend/girlfriend

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Sister, including step, adopted, and foster

Grandmother

Grandfather

Aunt

Uncle

Cousin

Other relative (But not husband/wife)

Nonrelative (But not boyfriend/ girlfriend)

Husband/wife/boyfriend/girlfriend

(Does [CHILD]/Do you) have …

* * * *

What is (your/[CAREGIVER'S NAME]/ [NAME]'s) 

relationship to ([CHILD]/ you)? 

* *

Brothers, including step, adopted, and foster

Sisters, including step, adopted, and foster

What is [NAME]'s relationship to ([CHILD]/you)?

*

Brother, including step, adopted, and foster

*

At least one mother, stepmother, or female 

guardian living in the  household?

At least one father, stepfather, or male guardian in 

the household?

At least one brother or sister living in the 

household?
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Any other relatives living in the household?

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/ adoptive/ step/ foster)

Brother, including step, adopted, and foster

Sister, including step, adopted, and foster

Grandmother

Grandfather

Aunt

Uncle

Cousin

Other relative

Nonrelative

Same sex parent

What is [NAME]’s relationship to [CHILD]?

Mother (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Father (birth/adoptive/step/foster)

Brother/sister

Grandparent

Other relative

Nonrelative

Self (not shown on screen)

(Are you/Is that) [CHILD]’s… 

Birth (mother/father)

Adoptive (mother/father)

Step (mother/father), or

Foster (mother/father)

*

Girlfriend or female partner of (child)’s 

parent/guardian

Boyfriend or male partner of (child)’s 

parent/guardian

*

*

Does [CHILD]’s mother live in the household or does 

(he/she) have a stepmother or foster mother who 

lives in the household?

*

*

Anyone else not related to (you/[NAME]) living in 

the household?

How (are you/is [NAME]) related to [CHILD NAME]? 

VERIFY IF KNOWN.

*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Mother

Stepmother

Foster mother

No

Mother

Stepmother 

Foster mother

No

Yes

No

Living elsewhere

Deceased

Living in household but unavailable

Unknown

Other (specify)

Is [CHILD] (and [TWIN])’s biological father still living?
Yes

No

Yes

No

*

Asked for HH member 14 years or older who is not 

R. Who in the household is your spouse or partner?
* *

[BIRTH CERTIFICATE MOTHER] has not been 

identified as the parent respondent. Where is the 

child’s birth mother living?

*

*

Does [CHILD]’s father live in the household or does 

(he/she) have a  stepfather or foster father who lives 

in the household?

*

Household Membership Measures

Do you have a spouse or partner who lives in this 

household?
* *

I have recorded that [CHILD] (and [TWIN])'s 

biological father is not living in this household. Is 

that correct? *

Do you have another parent or guardian in the same 

household as you and [your biological mother/your 

biological father/your adoptive mother/your 

adoptive father/your stepmother/your 

stepfather/your foster mother/your foster 

father/your parent or guardian's female 

partner/your parent or guardian's male partner/your 

grandmother/your grandfather/your female 

relative/your male relative/your female 

guardian/your male guardian/the first parent or 

guardian you told us about]?

*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Yes

No

Yes, a spouse

Yes, a partner

No

Yes, one parent in household

Yes, two parents in household

No parents in household

Yes

No

Does [TEENAGER NAME] have biological, adoptive, 

step- or foster parents who live in your household?

*

Besides yourself is there another adult in the 

household who has parental  responsibility for 

[TEENAGER NAME] such as a grandparent or another 

relative?
*

Do you have another parent or guardian in the same 

household as you and [your biological mother/your 

biological father/your adoptive mother/your 

adoptive father/your stepmother/your 

stepfather/your foster mother/your foster 

father/your parent or guardian's female 

partner/your parent or guardian's male partner/your 

grandmother/your grandfather/your female 

relative/your male relative/your female 

guardian/your male guardian/the first parent or 

guardian you told us about]?

*

Do you have a spouse or partner who lives in the 

same household as you and [TEENAGER NAME]?

*
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Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Are you currently living with a partner?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Are you male or female?

Male

Female

Sex of respondent 

Male

Female

Sex of each household member

Male

Female

Are you...

Male or

Female?

Is this (person/child) male or female?

SEX1-SEX(n)

Is this adult male or female?

SEX1-SEX(n)

Is this person male or female?

HHSEX1-HHSEX16 SEX

Is [NAME] male or female?

SEX1-SEX(n)

Is this person male or female?

M

F

*

(Are you/Is she) currently living with a partner?

Sex of Respondent and Household Member

*

* *

* *

* * * *

(Are you/Is he) currently living with a partner?

* * * *

*

*

*

*

*

* *

*



BTLS ECLS-B ECLS-K
AE-

NHES

ASPA-

NHES

Youth-

NHES

ECPP-

NHES

HHL-

NHES

PFI-

NHES

SR-

NHES

SS&D-

NHES
NPSAS TFS

2010-

2011

Wave 

5
Wave 5 2005 2005 1999 2005 1996 2007 2007 1993

2007-

2008

2008-

2009

Student Parent

National Center for Education Statistics, Institute for Education Sciences

Questions & Responses

Agency, Survey, and Year

HSLS

2009

Surveys

BTLS: Beginning Teacher Longitudinal Study

HSLS (Student and Parent): High School Longitudinal Study

AE-NHES: Adult Education-National Household Education Survey

ASPA-NHES: After-School Programs and Activities Survey-National Household Education Survey

Youth-NHES

ECPP-NHES: Early Childhood Program Participation - National Household Education Survey

HHL-NHES: Household and Library Use - National Household Education Survey

PFI-NHES: Parent and Family Involvement in Education - National Household Education Survey

SS&D-NHES: School Safety and Discipline - National Household Education Survey

NPSAS: National Postsecondary Student Aid Study

TFS: Teacher Follow-up Survey

National Center for Family & Marriage Research

website: http://ncfmr.bgsu.edu

e-mail: ncfmr@bgsu.edu

ECLS-B: The birth cohort of the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study

ECLS-K: The Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998-99

This project was supported with a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, grant number 5 UOI AEOOOOOI-05.  The 

opinions and conclusions expressed herein are solely those of the author(s) and should not be construed as representing the opinions or policy of any agency of the Federal government.

http://ncfmr.bgsu.edu/

