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Wednesdays (5:00-6:40pm)  
and a field placement (either Tuesday or Thursday) 

Room:  131 Life Science 
Spring 2016 / 2 Semester Hours 

School of Teaching and Learning 
“A Caring, Competent and Qualified Teacher in Every Classroom – A BGSU Tradition” 

Instructor:  Dr. Angela Falter Thomas, NBCT, PhD  
Office:  574 Education Building 
Phones:  (419) 372-9546 (office)
Email:  AngThom@bgsu.edu  
Mailbox:  529 Education Building 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30pm, or by appointment 

Catalogue Description:  EDTL 2503. Introduction to Teaching Language Arts in the Middle 
Grades (2). An overview of teaching language arts in grades 4 - 9. Topics include the nature of 
language arts, an introduction to curriculum standards, lesson planning fundamentals, and resources. 
Open only to middle childhood majors with a language arts concentration. C/F hrs: 30. 
Transportation required. 

Course Description:  The course is designed to prepare teachers capable of teaching language arts 
in grades 4-9. This course will focus on addressing the central issues at stake in language arts 
classrooms through an integrated approach.  

Course Aim: To provide the first in a developmental sequence of courses designed to prepare 
middle childhood majors for teaching language arts. 

Course Topics: 
1. The Six Integrated Language Arts
2. Lesson Planning
3. The Common Core Standards (and Model Curriculum)
4. Resources & Strategies for ELA
5. Engaging Students in Language Arts
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Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the interrelationship of reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
viewing, and thinking.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of lesson planning fundamentals. 
3. Demonstrate a preliminary understanding of major concepts in the Common Core State 

Standards for Language Arts. 
4. Examine teaching strategies and resources such as textbooks, other print materials, video, 

film, recordings, and technologies that  support the teaching of English Language Arts.  
5. Investigate means of engaging students in language arts skills, concepts, and processes. 
6. Observe and assist in the teaching of language arts in the middle grades.  

 
Course Objectives: 

1. Demonstrate how reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking are 
interrelated. 

2. Analyze an aligned ELA lesson plan that includes Common Core State Standards, 
Objectives, Assessments and Procedures.   

3. Examine, evaluate, and select teaching strategies and resources that support the teaching of 
English Language Arts. 

4. Attend classroom settings to observe and assist students and teachers during E/LA lessons.   
5. Develop a presentation that includes information about at least one specific teacher’s 

responsibilities. 
6. Develop a positive disposition toward the implementation of stimulating curricula, effective 

teaching, commitment to learning with understanding, and the use of a variety of teaching 
tools. 
 

Required Readings: 
Akhavan, N. (2014).  The Nonfiction Now Lesson Bank, Grades 4-8:  Strategies and Routines for 
Higher-Level Comprehension. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin. 
 
Daniels, H. & Ahmed, S. (2015).  Upstanders:  How to Engage Middle School Hearts and Minds 
with Inquiry.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann. 
 
Gallagher, K. (2015).  In the Best Interest of Students:  Staying True to What Works in the ELA 
Classroom.  Portland, ME:  Stenhouse Publishers.   ISBN: 978-162531-044-6 
 
Common Core English / Language Arts (E/LA) Standards (Available online at:) 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards 
 
Methods of Instruction: 
The instructor will integrate teaching strategies including, but not limited to:  lecture, large and 
small group discussion, cooperative learning, role play, drama, games, case studies, internet and 
video. Throughout this course, students will be expected to work independently and in groups to 
learn about characteristics of middle childhood students and the teaching of integrated language arts 
in the middle grades. 

Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and 
make a new ending.  Maria Robinson 
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BGSU’s Conceptual Framework for Teacher Preparation: 
BGSU's conceptual framework is theoretically based on the 
seminal work of Charlotte Danielson (2011). Danielson's 
characteristics of a high-quality candidate include the ability to 
plan and prepare, set up the ideal classroom environment, 
know how to deliver good instruction, and develop professional responsibilities. These areas 
directly correspond to BGSU's conceptual framework and contribute to the building of lifelong 
educators who will mold students into lifelong learners at all stages of education. 
  
Preparation, reflection, engagement, and professionalism encompass the extensive range of 
attributes and dispositions that BGSU's educator programs expect their teacher candidates to 
maintain throughout their teaching careers. 
 

P = An effective educator is broadly and thoroughly prepared. 
R = An effective educator is a reflective practitioner. 
E = An effective educator is actively engaged within the larger educational community. 
P =An effective educator is foremost a professional, with a lifelong commitment to learning and to all 
learners. 
 

DISPOSITIONS 
In addition to the above student learning outcomes, educator candidates will be expected to demonstrate  
competencies in the areas of professionalism, technology, diversity/exceptionality and collaboration.   

 
Professionalism 

• It is expected that candidates will demonstrate professionalism throughout this course/experience. For 
educator candidates (initial and advanced), this means compliance with the BGSU Academic and 
Student Codes of Conduct (see Student Handbook) as well as evidencing accepted behaviors and 
attitudes appropriate to the educational circumstances, including but not limited to punctuality, personal 
appearance (dress, hygiene, etc.), speech, preparation, and/or quality of work.  

 
• As professionals, it is the responsibility of candidates to pursue remediation of any deficits revealed 

in their performance as part of this course/experience. 
 

Technology 
• Aspects of this course/experience require evidence of candidate’s technology competency and 

utilization. Should difficulties be encountered with technology knowledge/skills it is the candidate’s 
responsibility to consult with the instructor and/or assistants in the student technology center. 

 
Diversity/Exceptionality 

• Educator candidates who require accommodations based on the impact of a disability should 
contact the instructor privately to discuss specific needs. 

 
• Candidates are expected to respect all individuals, regardless of characteristics or background, and 

endeavor to accommodate communications and actions to learning differences arising from cultural, 
linguistic, and disability origins. 

 
Collaboration 

• During course/experience lectures, activities, and field assignments, candidates will be expected to 
work and communicate with faculty, other students, and school/agency partners in an effective, 
collegial, and professional manner at all times. 
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BGSU Policy Statements 
 

Codes of Conduct and Academic Honesty Policy:  
The instructor and students in this course will adhere to the University’s general Codes of Conduct 
defined in the BGSU Student Handbook.  Specifically, the Code of Academic Conduct (Academic 
Honesty Policy) requires that students do not cheat, fabricate, plagiarize or facilitate academic 
dishonesty. For details, refer to: 

Ø BGSU Student Handbook (http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/book/Student_Handbook.pdf) 
Ø The Academic Charter, B.II.H (http://www.bgsu.edu/downloads/file921.pdf)  
Ø Student Discipline Programs (http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/judicial/academic/index.html) 

 
Disability Policy:  
Any student who requires accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the 
instructor privately to discuss specific needs. In accordance with the University policy, if the 
student has a documented disability and requires accommodations to obtain equal access in this 
course, he or she should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester and make this need 
known.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Disability 
Services for Students, 413 South Hall, 419-372-8495. 
(http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/disability/index.html)   
 
Educator candidates are expected to respect all individuals, regardless of characteristics or 
background, and endeavor to accommodate communications and actions to learning differences 
arising from cultural, linguistic and disability origins. 
 
Religious Holidays:   
It is the policy of the University to make every reasonable effort allowing students to observe their 
religious holidays without academic penalty. In such cases, it is the obligation of the student to 
provide the instructor with reasonable notice of the dates of religious holidays on which he or she 
will be absent. Absence from classes or examinations for religious reasons does not relieve the 
student of responsibility for completing required work missed. Following the necessary notification, 
the student should consult with the instructor to determine what appropriate alternative opportunity 
will be provided, allowing the student to fully complete his or her academic responsibilities. (As 
stated in The Academic Charter, B-II.G-4.b at: http://www.bgsu.edu/downloads/file919.pdf) 
 

Rules of Common Practice 
 
Audio & Visual Recording Policy:  
Students are not authorized to make recordings during class without permission from the instructor.     
 
Cell Phones, Pagers, and Personal Digital Assistants:   
Cell Phones, Pagers, and Personal Digital Assistants: The use of cell phones, pagers, and personal 
digital assistants (PDAs) is not allowed in class unless for learning purposes requested by Dr. 
Thomas. Cell phones should be either turned off or silenced so as not to disrupt the classroom.  
 

The person who grabs the cat by the tail learns about 44% faster than 
the one just watching. Mark Twain 
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Expectations of EDTL 2503 
• Attendance:  Attend all classes; arrive on time. Tardiness is unprofessional. Attendance is taken 

at the beginning of each class through a “folder system”.  Consistent attendance, punctuality, 
and participation reflect commitment, maturity, and readiness to begin behaving as a 
professional If you are unable to attend a class meeting, and you know this in advance, please let 
the instructor know.  While this does not excuse you from missing the class or from losing 
points, the instructor can plan for your absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact a 
classmate about the information and work missed due to an absence.  Summary:  Attendance in 
every class session is required. Proper and approved medical or funeral documentation must be 
shared with the instructor in order to avoid losing points.   

• Participation:  Be prepared for and actively involved in all class discussions and activities. 
Students are expected to complete all readings prior to the class session for which it is assigned.  
Discussions will be based on the readings and other related topics.  Class contributions should 
be regular and of high quality.  They should show evidence of reading assignments and 
scholarly thought.  Full, lively and developed discussions are most possible when all students 
are prepared to participate. Listening attentively to the instructor and/or peer presentations 
demonstrates professionalism.  
 

• Professionalism:  Texting, whispering to your neighbor, arriving late, being impolite to 
instructor or peers etc. is disrespectful and unprofessional. Points will be deducted for this 
behavior at instructor discretion.  A professional dispositions form will be filed.   

 
• Late Work:  Late work reflects poorly on your organizational skills, commitment, and 

professionalism. Unless a bona fide medical or other emergency makes timely submission of an 
assignment impossible, you are expected to submit it on the established due date. Otherwise, 
10% of the assignment’s total points will be deducted per day late (including weekends) 
unless the instructor has previously approved an extension in a rare situation. I will 
evaluate “emergencies” on a case-by-case basis in light of their legitimacy. (Note: “Forgetting,” 
“last minute computer/printer problems,” and the like do not constitute emergencies!)  Even in 
rare cases where assignment extensions have been granted, points may still be deducted. 

 
• Assignments:  BGSU students must complete each and every assignment in this course, 

otherwise it is considered unacceptable and the student will NOT pass this course. 
 
• Professionalism in the Field:      

You will also be expected to act in a professional manner at your field site.  Be sure to conduct 
yourself with the utmost professional, appropriate behavior at all times.  The expectation is that 
you will conduct yourself as a professional at all times.  This includes dressing like a 
professional at your placement and turning off your cell phone.   

 
As part of this course, you will have readings, activities and assignments to account for a 3-credit hour course. 
According to the Ohio Department of Higher Education, “one semester credit hour will be awarded for a minimum of 
750 minutes of formalized instruction that typically requires students to work at out-of-class assignments an average of 
twice the amount of time as the amount of formalized instruction (1,500 minutes).” A three credit hour course would 
require 2,250 minutes of in-class instruction (3 x 750), or 37.5 hours. It would also include 4,500 minutes of out-of-
class assignments (3 x 1,500), or 75 hours. Therefore, according to Ohio Department of Higher Education, plan to 
spend about 7 hours each week on the course work for EDTL 2503. 
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Course Objectives: Taught in Sessions: Assessed: 

1. Demonstrate how reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 
are interrelated. 

 
#1, 2, 3, 4, 7, & 15 

 

Mini-Lesson 
Think Aloud in a Read Aloud 

Class Participation 
Final Exam 

 
2. Analyze an aligned ELA lesson plan 
that includes Common Core State 
Standards, Objectives, Assessments and 
Procedures.   
 

 

#3 & #7 

 
Mini-Lesson 
Final Exam 

 

3. Examine, evaluate, and select teaching 
strategies and resources that support the 
teaching of E/LA.  

 
#4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 

12, 13, 14, & 15 

Mini-Lesson  
Think Aloud in a Read Aloud  

Class Participation 
Final Exam 

 

4. Attend classroom settings to observe 
and assist students and teachers during 
language arts lessons.   
 

 

In Field 

 
Case Study 

 

5. Develop a presentation that includes 
information about at least one specific 
teacher’s responsibilities. 

 

 

Based on Field Work 

 

Case Study                           

6. Develop a positive disposition toward 
the implementation of stimulating 
curricula, effective teaching, commitment 
to learning with understanding, and the 
use of a variety of teaching tools. 

 
#1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, & 15 

 

 
Mini-Lesson  

Think Aloud in a Read Aloud  
Class Participation 
Reader Response 

 

 
 
List of Course Assessments: 

• Create and Perform Think Aloud in a Read Aloud 
• Create a Mini-Lesson for ELA 
• Case Study Project 
• Class Attendance & Participation 
• Ten Reader Responses 
• Comprehensive Final Exam 
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Assessment: 
Rubrics and detailed information will be provided for course assignments. Grades will be 
determined on the basis of quality work. Please note that just fulfilling all course requirements 
satisfactorily and on time earns you a "C" grade.  The quality of your work will determine if your 
grade will be higher than average. A grade of “A” means excellent work. “B” is good. 
 
For all assignments, students are accountable for following the written directions and rubrics 
provided.  When possible, please use Times New Roman, 12-point font.  In addition to content, 
assignments will be assessed on clarity (organization, development, and fluency of thought) and 
mechanics (sentence structure, spelling, punctuation, grammar, and legibility). Be sure to proofread 
carefully so that you’re not disappointed with your grade.   
 
Incomplete and missing assignments will result in a lower grade.  Except in the case of a rare 
emergency, points will be deducted for late work (10% per day).  A pattern of unprofessional 
behavior will result in points being deducted from the final grade. All assignments must be original 
work and you may not submit work that was submitted for another course.  Please refer to the 
University’s academic honesty policy.   
 
Grade Determination:  A= 93%-100%, B= 85%-92%, C=75%-84%, D=64%-74%, F=63% and below 

 
ASSIGNMENTS / ASSESSMENTS: 

 

 
PERCENT 
OF GRADE 

 
POINTS 

POSIBLE: 

 
DUE  

DATES: 
Plan & Perform a Think Aloud in a Read Aloud 10% 100 March 2nd  
Create a Mini-Lesson for ELA 15% 150 March 30th   
Case Study Project (based on field work & research) 35% 350 April 27th  
Attendance & Participation  10% 100 Each Class  
Ten Reader Responses over Required Readings 10% 100 Ten Class 

Sessions 
Comprehensive Final Exam 20% 200 Exam Week 
A=1,000-930 points, B=920-850, C=840-750, D=740-640, F=630 or fewer points 
**Points will be deducted if a student is absent or tardy and/or for unprofessional behavior. 
 
All seven assignments must be completed or it is unacceptable and you will not pass this course. 
 
Helpful Websites: 

• www.literacyworldwide.org (International Literacy Association) 
• www.octela.org (Ohio Council of Teachers of English/LA  
• www.ncte.org (The National Council of Teachers of English) 
• www.ode.state.oh.us (Ohio Department of Education)  
• www.tesol.org (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages)  
• www.nmsa.org  (National Middle School Association) 
• www.nbpts.org  (National Board for Professional Teaching Standards) 
• www.nationalpreadingpanel.org (National Reading Panel) 
• www.muohio.edu/owp (The Ohio Writing Project 

 
 

Effective teaching may be the hardest job there is. - William Glasser 
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A Bit about Your Instructor – Dr. Angela Falter Thomas, NBCT 
 
Dr. Thomas graduated in 1989 from BGSU with her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Education.  Over the next twenty years, she taught six different grade 
levels for the Seneca East Schools located in Attica, Ohio.  Angela 
obtained her Masters degree in 1993 from Heidelberg University and 
earned her Ph.D. from the Ohio State University in December of 2009.  
Angela is one of less than 20 teachers in the USA to have ever achieved 
two National Board Certifications.  Prior to coming to BGSU, in the fall 

of 2009, Angela taught both graduate and undergraduate level courses for nine semesters at 
Heidelberg University; she also taught a graduate level language arts course for Ohio State 
University.  Dr. Thomas is an Assistant Professor of Reading & Literacy at BGSU.  She is also a 
“wee bit addicted” to her phone, and prides herself on her rapid response to students; therefore, feel 
free to contact her anytime you have any questions or need more information.   
 
In her spare time, Dr. Thomas enjoys updating her blog, http://christithomas.blogspot.com/ 
traveling, reading, surfing the net and partaking in the visual and performing arts.  She has been 
married for 24 years to her high school sweetheart (Shayne) and together they have two children:  
Shayla (16 ½  years old) and Christi (deceased, 1997-2006).  (Cancer struck their family in 2002, 
ultimately taking their beloved daughter’s life at the tender age of 9 in 2006.) Dr. Thomas’s motto is 
“Those who love teaching teach others to love learning,” and she’s hopeful you will enjoy this class 
and be a better person for taking it! 
 
Communication with the Instructor: 
Announcements will be sent via e-mail. You should check the Announcement Page and your e-mail 
regularly in order to access course related announcements.  I will be checking e-mail periodically, 
on my phone throughout each day, in order to access communications from students.  I will 
typically respond to communications within a few hours, however, please know that you will 
receive a response within 24 hours.  Also note any communication sent after 9:30 pm may not 
receive a response from me until the following morning.  Emailing me directly is the best way to 
contact me AngThom@bgsu.edu. It goes directly to my phone.  Thank you! 
 

Course Calendar for EDTL 2503 
Session & Topic: Course 

Objective: 
Date of our 

Class Session: 
Readings / Work due 

BEFORE coming to class: 
(Listed below is the bare 
minimum.  There will be much 
more, but this will get you 
started.) 

Reader 
Response 

due before 
class? 

#1 Introduction to the Course and 
Teaching E/LA in the Middle 
Grades 

#1, 6 (W) Jan. 13th  N/A N/A 

#2 Early Adolescents, The Six 
Lang. Arts, Setting Up Classroom & 
CMLA 

#1, 6 (W) Jan. 20th  Chap. 2 & 3 Daniels 
Nonfiction Now p. 181-183 
Watch/Listen to Angela’s PPT 
on The Six Language Arts 

Yes: 
4 Items 

#3  The Common Core State #1, 2 (W) Jan. 27th  Chap 2 Gallagher Yes:   
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Standards http://www.corestandards.org/E
LA-Literacy/ 
 

17-Word 
Summary, p. 18 

#4  The Model Curriculum for 
E/LA, Text Complexity, and 
Readability Levels  
*Meet at CRC in library 

#1, 3 (W) Feb. 3rd  
 

Ohio’s Model Curriculum for 
ELA: 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-
New-Learning-Standards/English and 
https://vimeo.com/54007714 
 

No 

#5 Comprehension Strategies   
 

#3, 6 (W)Feb. 10th  Chap 4 Nonfiction Now,  
Top Five Comprehension 
Strategies and website:  
readingrockets.org/strategies 

Yes – Pick 
a Strategy 
from the 
website 

#6  Read Alouds & Think Alouds 
*Meet at CRC in library 

#3, 6 (W) Feb. 17th  p. 60-61 & p. 70 Daniels  
and Getting Started with Nonfiction 
Read Alouds chapter, and Surefire 
Read Aloud chapter (both on 
Canvas) and a few video clips post 
on Canvas. 

No 

#7 Lesson Planning & Assessment #1,  2,  3 (W) Feb. 24th  Chap 6 & 7 Nonfiction Now 
https://vimeo.com/43990520 
 

Yes: 
Textbook 

Tamer 
Analyzing 

#8 Selecting Texts & Creating 
Libraries   Think Alouds Due 

#3, 6 (W) March 
2nd  

Chap. 4 Daniels Yes: 
Student 

Response Log 
BGSU Spring Break – No Classes  

#9  Cooperative Learning  & 
Inquiry-Based Learning in MC 
E/LA 

#3, 6 (W) March 
16th   
 

Chap. 7, 8 & 10 Daniels No 

#10 Writing in MC E/LA    
 

#3, 6 (W)March 
23rd  

Chap. 4 Gallagher 
https://vimeo.com/90504161 
 

Yes:   
Pick a 

foldable 
#11 Speaking & Listening in E/LA  
Mini-Lessons Due  

#3, 6 (W) March 
30th  

Chap. 7 Gallagher 
https://vimeo.com/91361468 
https://vimeo.com/101559969 

Yes:   
2X2 p. 167 

#12 Scripted Programs and 
Teaching Struggling Readers 
*Reading Center, 5th Floor Ed. 

#3, 6 (W) April 6th  Chap. 8 Gallagher 
https://vimeo.com/99825098 
 

No 

#13 Close Reading and Scaffolding 
ELA Instruction 

#2, 3, 6 (W)  
April 13th  

Chap. 2 Nonfiction Now &  
Watch this 20 min. video:  
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid2109637168001?
bckey=AQ~~,AAAAPmbRRLk~,C5G7jhYNtifLHMZ3Mk1et94
EXmm8Be9z&bctid=4043519534001 

Yes:   
I-Chart or 
Scholastic 

Choice 
#14 Literature Circles, Literacy 
Stations & Readers’ Theatre 
*Little Red Schoolhouse 

#3, 6 (W) April 
20th  

Chap. 9 Daniels 
https://vimeo.com/48803089 
 

Yes:  
 Show Me! 

#15 Mentor Texts, Anchor Charts 
and Wrap Up 
Case Study Projects Due 

#1, 3, 6 (W) April 
27th  

Chap. 6 Gallagher 
p. 50-52 & 56-57 Daniels 
https://vimeo.com/101736294 
 

Yes:  
Sentence 

Starter (p. 148) 

#16 Final Exam #1, 2, 3 Finals Week  Final Exam, Probably on 
Wednesday. 

No 
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