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Passion, analysis, and disciplined creativity 
pave the path from student to professional
Becoming a professional is more than just memorizing 
information. It involves a passion for helping people with 
disabilities. It requires complex evaluations and analyses of 
clients’ skills. And, it necessitates disciplined creativity to 
develop intervention plans that are maximally effective. 

The purpose of this course is to facilitate your development 
in all three of these areas. To do so, we are going to focus 
on more than just definitions and facts. Knowledge is 
important, but it alone will not make you the outstanding 
clinician and/or researcher that you can be. Instead, we will 
learn by following the processes of clinical assessment and 
intervention. This will lead to you acquiring knowledge and 
skills that are deep, lasting, and relevant to your professional 
career.

•	 understand the nature of 
phonological assessment 
and intervention, 
including productive 
knowledge and use of the 
key terms in the field

•	 design an assessment 
protocol, based on intake 
information about a 
child, that is effective and 
efficient 

•	 transcribe and analyze 
a data set of a child’s 
speech productions and 
determine the patterns 
of phonological use and 
misuse

•	 use a child’s phonological 
profile to select a 
treatment approach that is 
effective and efficient 

•	 read with specific intent 
and purpose

•	 examine and explore your 
current methods and 
procedures for solving 
complex problems, and 
be able to revise them and 
integrate new methods as 
needed

•	 evaluate and improve 
upon your own ideas, as 
well as those of your peers

•	 increase your passion for 
this field and your self-
confidence as a clinician

By the end of this experience you will:
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“To give 
anything less 

than your best, 
is to sacrifice 

the gift.”
- Steve 

Prefontaine

“Believe in 
yourself and 
all that you 
are. Know 

that there is 
something 
inside you 

that is greater 
than any      
obstacle.”

- Christian D. 
Larson 

Course 
Design

Clinical 
Emphasis

Group 
Learning

This course will probably be 
unlike others that you have had 
before. It is intentionally designed 
to be a challenge. Actually, it will 
be a series of challenges. Within 
each challenge, you will face the 
following questions: 

What is the problem that I am 
trying to solve?

What do I currently know about 
solving this problem? 

What more do I need to know to 
help me solve this problem?

What can I do to get the 
information needed to 

solve this problem?

How well did my attempt to solve 
this problem work?

What other questions do I have 
after solving this problem?

What have I learned as a result 
of this problem?

We will use your 
past experiences and 
videotapes of children 
with speech sound 
disorders to identify 
issues of interest and to 
seek out the answers to 
our questions. In other 
words, as individuals 
and as a group, we will 
act as speech-language 
pathologists. You will 
have to use the relevant 
information that you 
have learned from your 
other courses and prior 
experiences, identify 
areas where obtaining 
further information 
is necessary, find 
and understand 
that information, 
and systematically 
determine the best 
course of action.

The classroom sessions 
will be based on 
group activities and 
discussions. You will be 
expected to contribute 
in both of these areas. 
This means that you 
will share your insights, 
including what you 
know and what you 
have questions about. 
For some people, 
talking in a group can 
be difficult. For almost 
everyone, sharing what 
you are unsure of or 
don’t know is risky 
and uncomfortable. 
However, the best 
learning occurs because 
of the questions that 
you ask. You will find 
that asking questions 
is the key to your 
education and to your 
future success as a 
professional.

Requirements
Bauman-Waengler, J. (2012). Articulatory and Phonological 
Impairments: A Clinical Focus (4th ed.). Boston: Pearson.

Small, L. (2012). Fundamentals of Phonetics: A Practicle Guide 
for Students (any edition). Boston: Pearson.

2 Dry erase markers

A willingness to try new things, make mistakes, and learn from 
them
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Foundational Activities
Self Examination:
So often we jump into action to solve problems without consulting anyone about our 
actions. We may even forget to consult with ourselves. Sometimes our attempts work, 
sometimes they don’t, and sometimes they make the problem worse. The intentions 
of self-examinations are to purposefully slow down this process, explore the variety 
of options that are available, weigh the strengths and weaknesses of each, and create a 
plan for action.

Group exploration: 
We are all good thinkers and we can all become better thinkers. To do so, we need 
to investigate and consider other ideas. You will work in small and large groups to 
share and compare ideas, determine what other pieces of information are needed, and 
experience the ways that others perceive things.

Readings:
Each module will focus on one or more chapters from the book. The readings 
are good, but they cover a lot of areas and there will be things that you won’t 
understand and questions that will come to mind. This is okay. In fact, it’s good. To 
fully understand the material, you need to be aware of what you understand, what’s 
confusing, and what questions remain.

Active Reading Worksheets:
As you do each reading, you must complete an Active Reading Worksheet (ARW). 
Each ARW requires you to a) seek specific information related to a clinical case, b) 
identify the 5 most important things that you learned from the reading, b) show 
3 things that were unclear, and c) list 3 things that the reading made you question 
further. 
The ARWs will be used in at least four ways. First, they will help you to be an 
active reader. This keeps your mind engaged so that you aren’t just highlighting to 
stay awake. Second, I will use your responses to the ARWs to formulate the class 
discussions and activities. This will help me to target the class sessions by spending 
more time on what you didn’t understand and less on what you got. Third, you can 
use your ARW as “cue cards” for asking questions in class. As we discuss topics, 
look at your ARW and see if your questions have been answered. If they have not, 
ask them in class. Finally, you will post one of your questions on a group discussion 
board, and respond to two other people’s questions.

Assignments:
As individuals and groups, we will need to practice the skills involved within the 
goals of the course. Otherwise we can hardly expect to achieve them. Skill, after all, is 
primarily gained through experience and training. The specific assignments will vary 
across the semester and include individual and group work. Because the goal of these 
activities is skill achievement, you will have multiple opportunities to make attempts, 
receive feedback, and revise your efforts.
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Application Quests
Three times during the semester, you will have an opportunity to put what you have 
experienced and learned into practice. Each Application Quest will consist of specific 
instructions and questions about a clinical case of a child with speech production 
problems. The Application Quests will be cumulative; each new Quest will build upon 
the one before it. 

Don’t think of the Quests as exams. Exams are designed for you to show what you 
know. The Quests are intended to be learning opportunities. They are ways for you to 
understand the material more meaningfully and experience it in real-life applications. 
Your classmates and I will provide feedback at specific points in time during the first 
two Quests. 

The first two Quests will include a “half-up” option. This means that you will have an 
opportunity to resubmit your final version and earn up to half of the points that were 
originally missed.

Grading Scale
The Foundational Activities will range between 10 and 50 points each, and will likely 
total ~ 170 points. The exact total number of points is not available because the 
number and type of Foundational Activities that we will do is dependent on where our 
classroom sessions lead us. The Application Quests will be worth 75 points each. Your 
final grade will be determined by the percentage of the available points that you earn. 
Letter grades will be based on the following scale. This scale will be strictly adhered to.

  A  89.5 - 100%  B 79.5 - 89.49%

C 69.5 - 79.49%  D 59.5 - 69.49%   F < 59.5%

About Dr. B.
I’ve been a faculty member at BGSU since 2001. Before that I worked as a clinician 
at a preschool for children with multiple disabilities. I teach and do research on child 
language development and disorders. Outside of work, I enjoy playing with my family, 
competing in endurance events, and raising money for cancer research.
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Quotes from last spring’s class

I found the assignments to be 
helpful and the papers were 

difficult but they really made us 
think and put what we learned in 
this class to use, which I thought 

was really good.

I really enjoyed the course. I 
thought the class times were 

used well and helped me get the 
most out of the information.

I really liked that the Quests and 
assignments allowed us to do things that 

we would do as an SLP. It was great to see 
how the material would actually be used 

instead of just memorizing.

The Quests were definitely challenging, 
but helped me a lot. The ARWs were also 

helpful in making me read the chapter 
and stay on top of new topics.

The content of this course is very 
valuable. The content we covered in this 

class, this semester, has helped me in 
other classes and I believe it will greatly 

help me in the future as well.

Students with disabilities Academic Honesty
I want nothing to interfere with your ability 
to perform well in this course. If you have 
a significant problem that might weaken 
your performance, please talk to me and/
or someone at the Disabilities Services for 
Students (DSS) Office. The goal of the DSS is 
to help provide equal access and reasonable 
accommodations to BGSU students with 
disabilities. You can contact them by phone 
at 372-8495, fax 372-8496, TTY 372-0582, or 
on the web at http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/
sa/disability/index.html

As stated in the 2013-2014 student 
handbook: The Code of Academic Conduct 
The Code of Academic Conduct (also called 
the Academic Honesty Policy) is designed 
to enhance and sustain an environment of 
ethical and principled intellectual pursuit, 
consistent with the core values of the 
University. BGSU does not tolerate cheating, 
lying or stealing of property or ideas. 

See me before doing anything that you 
suspect may violate these policies.

“Promise me 
you’ll always 
remember: 

You’re braver 
than you 

believe, and 
stronger than 
you seem, and 
smarter than 
you think.”

- A.A. Milne

“Your present 
circumstances 

don’t 
determine 
where you 

can go; they 
merely 

determine 
where you 

start.” 
– Nido Qubein
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Implied limited license Technology in the classroom

The classroom discussions that we will have 
and the materials that I will provide are 
considered to be my intellectual property. 
They are protected by state and federal 
regulations. Included in this intellectual 
property are the notes that you take. You 
are authorized, and expected, to take notes 
in this class. You may share these notes 
with anyone else in the class. However, you 
are not authorized to provide these notes 
to anyone outside of the class, sell them to 
anyone, post them on a web site, and/or 
make any commercial use of them without 
express prior permission from me. See me 
before you do anything that may possibly 
violate this policy.

You are welcome to use laptops, cell phones, 
and other forms of technology within the 
classroom. However, they should only be 
used for completing classroom activities. 
You are not allowed to send or received texts 
or calls that do not pertain to the class. If 
you are expecting a call that you must take, 
notify me before the session starts, set your 
phone to vibrate, and leave the room to take 
the call.

I reserve the right to confiscate technological 
devices that are not being used for classroom 
activities. You will receive them back at the 
end of the session.

Class Schedule
The class is set up into five different modules (or units). We will move together through each 
module, one at a time. The names of the modules and their approximate start dates are listed 
below. The dates are flexible, depending on the rate at which we move through each module.

Module Approximate start date
Into the deep end 01/14/14

Assessment 01/23/14
Diagnosis 02/27/14

Phonetic treatments 04/01/14
Phonemic treatments 04/15/14

Here are important dates to mark in your calendar. I will do my best to keep to this schedule.

Action Date
Quest #1 given 02/18/14
Quest #1 due 03/04/14

Spring Break (no classes) 03/11 & 13/14
Quest #2 given 03/25/14
Quest #2 due 04/08/14

Quest #3 given 04/24/14
Quest #3 due 05/06/14

Final exam meeting time
(40 point deduction if you do not attend)

05/07/14
10:45 - 12:45

“Unless 
someone like 
you cares an 

awful lot, 
nothing’s 

going to get 
better, it’s not!” 

- The Lorax

“When you 
have a dream 
and you throw 
in that concept 
of never stop 
believing and 
loving in each 
other, you can 

accomplish 
miracles.” 

- Coach Jim 
Valvano


