President’s Corner
By Dr.Roger Anderson
WELCOME to 2003! May the new year bring you
greater personal happiness, an improvement in
economic conditions, and good health. For the first
time in many years, I spent the holiday season in Bowling
Green with family and friends, and
it was a meditative, rewarding and
positive experience. I especially
enjoyed watching the snow steadily
come down on Christmas Eve, an
infrequent event, given the record of
the past five years. Looking out the
back windows, it is fun to watch the
birds dart back and forth between
the trees in the new snowfall.
Looking back to 2002, BGSURA
had another outstanding program in
• Dr. Anderson
November, featuring Dr. G. Michael
Pratt of Heidelberg College. Dr.
Pratt, in an informative and interesting style, using PowerPoint, took the audience through the archaeological hunt for
the authentic location of the famous Battle of Fallen Timbers.
I am certain that after his presentation to the overflow crowd
that many were ready to sign up as volunteers right then for
future archaeological digs. As Dr. Pratt emphasized, his work
heavily depends on student involvement and community vol-
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Musical Arts faculty.
The luncheon will be held at the
First United Methodist Church, East
Wooster Street. Socializing begins at
11:30. Reservations are due Friday,
Jan. 17.
Dr. Skoog also directs the A Cappella Choir and the University Choral
Society. He joined the BGSU faculty
after serving as director of choral activities at Indiana/Purdue University at
Fort Wayne. Dr. Skoog holds a doctorate in choral conducting from the University of Northern Colorado, master’s
degrees from Denver University in vocal pedagogy and performance, and
conducting, and a bachelor’s from Gustavus Adolphus.
He also taught at Southwestern
Michigan College, Colorado Baptist
University, Regis College, Denver, and
Northern Colorado. ■

unteers.
Also in November, our OCHER representatives,
Genevieve Stang and Dick Edwards, attended the quarterly
meeting of the board in Columbus. Discussions of the pending and future health care benefit changes under STRS, the
status of the STRS pension system, and potential state legislation which will impact the STRS pension and health care
plans, dominated the agenda. It was announced that an advocacy coalition of retiree groups had been formed to monitor
and help the STRS board in the consideration of future
changes in the pension and health care plans. The advocacy
group will hold a public session in Northwest Ohio this
spring.
Included in your mailing this time is the BGSURA membership list as of Jan. 1, 2003. Please notify us if you have additions or corrections. It is not too early to consider serving on
the BGSURA board. The nominations committee, chaired by
Robert K. Clark, will be meeting in the next few months to
prepare a slate of officers and board members to be presented
to the board at the April 16th meeting. The next BGSURA
board meeting will be Wednesday, February 19, at 1:30 p.m.
in College Park Room 2.
We are looking forward to the Wednesday, January 22,
luncheon and program at the First United Methodist Church
featuring a barbershop quartet under the direction of Dr.
William Skoog, of the BGSU College of Musical Arts.
Plan to attend!
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What’s
ahead
• March 18, 2003 – “How
Have the Japanese Influenced the Corporate Culture in Bowling Green and
the Surrounding Area?”
• May 21, 2003 – Gwen
Addy, “My Experiences
as a Teacher in a OneRoom School on North
Bass Island.”
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4-par t harmony at J anuary luncheon
Barbershop quartet takes the stage

• Dr. Anderson is Associate Professor Emeritus of Political Science.

Passings
■ MEL BRODT, retired BGSU track
and cross country coach, died
December 17 at his home in Venice,
Fla., after a lengthy illness. He retired
in 1984 after 25 years as BGSU’s cross
country coach and 20 seasons as head
men’s track coach. He coached 92 Mid
American Conference champions, 53
Division I All Americans, and one
Olympic Champion (Dave Wottle).
■ EVA M. PARNELL died December
10 at the Wood County Nursing Home
in Bowling Green. A graduate of the
University of Iowa, she retired from
BGSU as a professor of German.
■ THOMAS C. BACH, Portage, died
October 6 at the Medical College of
Ohio, in Toledo. He had taught industrial education at BGSU.
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■ CARL HOLMBERG, professor of
popular culture, died September 30 in
Bowling Green.
■ HELEN E. LADD died October 27
at Wood County Hospital in Bowling
Green. She worked in the alumni and
president’s offices at BGSU. After
retiring from the University, she served
as director of volunteers at Wood
County Hospital.
■ ALGALEE ADAMS, first woman
dean of BGSU Firelands, died
September 13 in Columbia, Mo. She
served from 1977 to 1985.
■ MADONNA MARSDEN, a professor in the English Department from
1979 to 1992, died August 7 in
Richmond, Ky. ■

Bill Jackson

The ‘Pied Piper’
of Bowling Green

• Quartet singers, from left: Jacob Ross, tenor, Pemberville;
Brandon C. Miller, lead, Akron; Josiah Hulbert, bass, Edon,
and Joshua T. Zink, baritone, Temperance, Mich.

HE program for the Wednesday, Jan. 22, luncheon
meeting of the BGSU Retirees Association will
consist of selections by the BGSU Men’s Chorus
Barbershop Quartet directed by Dr. William Skoog, now
in his second year at BGSU as a member of the College of
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• Reservation Form for BGSURA’s Jan. 22 Luncheon •
W E D N E S D AY , J A N . 2 2 • N O T E R E S E R VAT I O N D E A D L I N E J A N . 1 7 !
First United Methodist Church. 11:30-Noon: Check in and socializing. Noon: Luncheon.
NOTE: Please make reservations at $7 per person by Friday, Jan. 17.
Your Name ______________________________________________________________________
Name(s) of Your Guest(s)__________________________________________________________
_________ Total Number of Reservations
CHECK ENCLOSED FOR $_____________. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BGSURA.

SEND RESERVATION FORM AND CHECK TO DON BRIGHT, 1209 CLARK ST., BOWLING GREEN, OH 43402,
NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, JAN. 17. Telephone 352-8360.

Bill Jackson: Bowling Green’s ‘Pied Piper’
BY J ANIS L. PALLISTER

been in charge of
arranging meetings,
of the publication of a
newsletter, and has
processed many
applications for the
scholarships awarded
by this “fraternity.”
Bill was also chairman of the American
Society for Testing
and Materials subcommittee on vertebrate control.

ANY of you
are quite
familiar with
the extensive
work that Dr.
William Jackson has performed
on a world-wide basis in the identification of warfarin-resistance
in rodent pests and his extensive
study of the effects of this substance, as well as the evolution of
counter measures designed to
eliminate that resistance.
Indeed, Bill is our own pied
BUT WHAT has
piper; only since he has been paid
Bill been doing since
for his troubles, it’s a question
he retired? Well, quite
only of rats, not children!
a bit!! He has formed
Bill joined the BGSU faculty
— along with several
in 1957. And in the course of his
associates — Biocareer he has traveled to many
Cenotics Inc. of
parts of the world, having gone,
Osseo, Mich., a testfor example, to the South Pacific
ing laboratory and
to study island rat populations
consulting group for
and the response of rats to radiapesticide and environtion at the atomic test sites of
mental research and
Bikini and Enewetak Atolls.
development. Stocks
Bill has also traveled as a parof anticoagulant•
Dr.
William
Ja
ckson
and
“friend”
we
re
photog
raphed
in
ticipant in international symposia
resistant rats and mice
December 1984 by Clifton Boutelle. Photo retrieval
and consultant for the World
were moved from the
assistance from Ann Bowers, University Archivist; and Craig
Health Organization and Food
University. And the
and Agriculture Organization of
Bell, director of photography, Office of Marketing and
laboratory was
the United Nations, U.S. Agency
uniquely capable of
Communications, and Brad Phalin, University photographer.
for International Development
testing potential
and private foundations and corporations. To this day he is
rodenticides, baits and control devices on wild rodents.
frequently the consultant to the pest control and food proRecently, the group has been asked to design a rodent
cessing industries.
management program for Boston’s 10-year, multi-billionBill has written over 200 technical and popular papers as
dollar Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel Construction prowell as chapters for books; and he has also appeared on
ject. Environmental assessments and measurements of envinational TV (including 60 Minutes). This work has led him
ronmental quality are also involved.
in many directions and taken him to many countries: there is
Bill is still called upon to travel to many parts of the
only one continent he has not been on, and that’s Antarctica.
world, and his adventures make for fascinating stories. He
“There are no native mice there!” he says.
has found that animal behavior and human behavior both
play a part in infestations: “A pest,” says Bill, “is by definiAT THE TIME of his retirement in 1985 he had become tion a creature that wants the same thing you do.” It is his job
the Director for Environmental Research and Services and
to diagnose the problem coming from some pest (bird, insect
carried the title of Distinguished University Professor of
or rodent), eliminate that problem and set up strategies for
Biological Sciences. He is a member of many honorary and
prevention: e.g., putting screens in windows, closing doors,
learned societies, and was for 20 years, until his recent with- setting traps., etc. And he has therefore set up training coursdrawal, the Executive Director of Pi Chi Omega — a profes- es for pest control in Africa; and they are now being planned
sional honorary society for the structural pest control indus• continued on next page
try. His role in this organization has been complex: he has
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for Europe as well.
These travels, though professional
in nature, have been the source of considerable knowledge and understanding of other cultures. For example, he
was in Iraq, in Bagdad, in the early
days of Sadam’s rise to power; and he
stresses that the people are marvelous.
And wherever he goes he not only does
investigative work for corporations or
manufacturers who are concerned with
pests of one kind or another (insects,
rodents) that are getting into food
products and containers for food products, but he also does “touristy” things:
shopping, sightseeing, going to museums, exploring the terrain.
Meanwhile, Jackson has continued
to teach part-time at BGSU. And as
recently as 1995 he was awarded a
Lifetime Achievement Award for superior efforts to enhance human-wildlife
relationships by the Jack Berryman
Institute for Wildlife Damage at Utah
State University.
A native of Wisconsin, Bill
received his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of
Wisconsin. But he travelled a bit for
the doctor’s: He holds the Doctor of
Science degree from the School of
Hygiene and Public Health of The
Johns Hopkins University (Baltimore).
Initially he was involved in the pioneering research program on the ecology of urban rats and the first field
testing of Compound 42 (warfarin to
you) at The Johns Hopkins University.
Later he became a commissioned
officer in the U.S. Public Health
Service, with research and training
responsibilities in vector control. He
then accepted a two-year assignment
with the National Research Council on
Ponape in the Eastern Caroline Islands
of Micronesia, where he studied tropical rodent populations.
Bill is the father of two sons and
one daughter, Beth, who was born in
Micronesia, and is now a librarian in
public schools in Maine. All three of
Bill’s children are BGSU graduates.
He has two grandchildren, ages 7 and

9. And he shares his home with his
wife Shirley and her Himalayan cat,
whose name is Misty.
Since upon occasion Shirley has
traveled with Bill, they have been able
to observe aspects of foreign cultures
he might not have known about otherwise. For example, when they visited a
remote Muslim village in the Sudan,
his wife was the only woman included
in the gathering. An Arab meal was
served to them, but Shirley was the
only woman at table; the native
women were “back in the kitchens.”
And in Brazil and elsewhere they
noted that the women (if not also the
men) had great interest in Americans,
and in their politics, though they
seemed to gain most of the knowledge
of our culture through soap operas.
(Bill acknowledges also that Shirley
has played an active role in Pi Chi
Omega: she handled much of the
paper work.)
Though his on-site visits are more
often located in the U.S. these days,
Bill nonetheless expects to go to Italy
in the near future. This trip will be
comprised of government and industry
officials who seek to control bird and
rodent pests that are getting into food
products. (Bugs in the spaghetti????)
In sum, one can safely say that
Bill’s work is varied and unpredictable.
He says he never knows what might be
going to happen when the phone rings.
One can also safely say that his work
is his hobby and his hobby is his work.
On a personal note, it has been my
great pleasure to have been able to
include Bill’s “identifications” of
strange land and sea beasties in the
appendices of my English language
edition of Ambroise Paré’s On
Monsters and Marvels. Published in
1980, this has been a remarkably successful book for many reasons, not the
least of which are the contributions of
Bill and my brother Philip D. Pallister,
M.D., S.D. — a clinical genetics
expert. The weird pictures help. ■
■ The History Channel will have a special
program on rats later this year.
■ Janis L. Pallister, Ph.D., L.D., is Distinguished
University Professor Emeritus of Romance
Languages. 419-353-9513 or e-mail:
jpallis@dacor.net.
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Who’s Who — BGSURA
BGSURA Office,
15 College Park Office Bldg.
(419) 372-9696
www.bgsu.edu/faculty_staff/
E-mail: retirees@bgnet.bgsu.edu
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President, Roger Anderson, 354-6451
rogerca@bgnet.bgsu.edu
Vice President, Joan Gordon, 354-6648
jhgordon@dacor.net
Secretary, John Hiltner, 353-3615
jhiltner@wcnet.org
Treasurer, Elfreda Rusher, 352-4579
emrusher@dacor.net
OCHER Representative
Genevieve Stang, 352-5534
DIRECTORS
Dennis Anderson, 385-0441
Janet Lundy Barga, 354-2633
Morgan Brent, 352-0421
mbrent@who.rr.com
Don Bright, 352-8360
mardon@wcnet.org
Robert K. Clark, 352-2191
Richard Edwards, 353-4135
redwards@wcnet.org
Rebecca Eninger, 352-6072
reninger@wcnet.org
Phyllis Oster, 352-4360
poster@bgnet.bgsu.edu
Dolores Reynolds, 352-3688
sdmkap@aol.com
Wallace Pretzer, 352-8057
waldipret@wcnet.org
Karl Vogt, 352-5574
karlvogt@wcnet.org
Morris Weinberger, 352-6744
mweinbe@bgnet.bgsu.edu
COMMITTEES
Activities, Helen Dermer, chair
Administrative, Diane Pretzer, chair
Benevolence, Dennis Anderson, chair
Bylaws, Jan Pallister, chair
Membership, Clif Boutelle, chair
Nominating, Robert K. Clark, chair
Office Staffing, Phyllis Oster,
Dolores Reynolds, co-chairs
Professional, Ray Barker, chair
Program, Wallace Pretzer, chair
OCHER Representative
Genevieve Stang
Alternate: Richard Edwards
Editor, Jim Gordon, 352-8175
jrgordon@dacor.net

