
 
 

 

Overview 

Thank you for your interest in the Sidney A. Ribeau President’s Leadership Academy (PLA) at Bowling 

Green State University (BGSU). The Sidney A. Ribeau President’s Leadership Academy is a four‐year 

leadership development program that prepares students to lead with integrity and to make meaningful 

contributions to society during their years at BGSU and in their professions and communities as alumni.  

Acceptance to the Sidney A. Ribeau President’s Leadership Academy is a prestigious honor and a 

competitive process. Students are encouraged to apply regardless of their degree of academic 

achievement or their intended major. Scholars are selected for the PLA based on an interviews, 

demonstrated high school leadership, community engagement, response to essay questions, completion 

of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form, and demonstrated financial need. 

Acceptance to the PLA is contingent upon the student receiving regular admission status to Bowling 

Green State University.  

Students accepted into the Sidney A. Ribeau President’s Leadership Academy receive a four‐year 

scholarship equivalent to the cost of instructional and general fees. The PLA scholarship can only be 

used for in-state tuition and general fees and cannot be used for room or meal plans and is not 

refundable. All students admitted into the PLA are required to attend a four‐week summer program in July 

(expenses covered by the PLA) and to participate in all PLA functions throughout their tenure in the PLA. 

The PLA Scholarship Application deadline is Monday, December 3, 2018 at 11:59pm for students 

entering BGSU in fall 2019.  

 The application and selection process for the Sidney A. Ribeau President's Leadership 

Academy (PLA) is detailed and has several steps.  

 Only graduating high school seniors are eligible to apply. 

 All applicants will receive an update of their status via mail by mid-January, 2019.  

 Applicants who receive a phone call will be invited to campus for an on-campus interview with 

PLA on February 2, 2019. Scholars are expected to commit to four years of attendance at 

BGSU regardless of previously earned college credit. 

Please read carefully our Admissions Timeline and Program Requirements. Any application received after 

the deadline will unfortunately not be reviewed. For additional information about the PLA, do not hesitate 

to visit our website http://www.bgsu.edu/pla or contact our office 419‐372‐9623 or pla@bgsu.edu. 

 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  

All applicants, regardless of financial need, must complete a FAFSA form, listing BGSU as one of the 

schools that should receive the data from the form. Any questions about the FAFSA should be directed to 

your guidance counselor or to the BGSU Student Financial Aid Office (419‐372‐2651). All applicants must 

have a FAFSA on file with the Student Financial Aid Office to remain in consideration by January 15, 

2019. However, the PLA asks that applicants complete their FAFSA by the December 4, 2018 application 

deadline for preferred review. 

 

Application to BGSU  

You must be admitted to BGSU prior to applying to the PLA. Please do not send a copy of your BGSU 

Application to the Sidney A. Ribeau President’s Leadership Academy Office. 

https://www.bgsu.edu/president-leadership-academy/the-selection-process/timeline-of-process.html
https://www.bgsu.edu/president-leadership-academy/the-selection-process/Requirements%20Once%20Selected.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/pla
mailto:pla@bgsu.edu


 
 

 

BGSU is an AA/EEO Institution. 

 

1. Enter your demographic information. All starred areas are required. You may select “no” and enter 

“N/A” for work hours; please note that employment information is not considered by the PLA 

Scholarship Committee. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

2. Enter your involvement activities. You may enter N/A for how the activities relate to your education at 

BGSU. This portion is limited to a maximum of 10 entries but the PLA-specific page has options for 

up to 20 entries each for both community engagement and leadership engagement. The order of the 

entries (this page or the PLA-specific pages) does not matter. Both will be considered equally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

3. Please enter N/A for the two essay questions below. They will not be considered by the PLA 

scholarship committee but you may edit them at a later date to apply for other scholarships at BGSU. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

4. At this point you will save and submit your BGSU application then move forward with completing the 

PLA-specific portion. Note that you can save the page then return later to finish and submit if needed. 

We recommend completing the essays in a word document then copying and pasting them into the 

text boxes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

5. Next, list references including all of the information requested. Two references are required and must 

be current school teachers. Please note that letters of recommendation are not accepted. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

6. Next are entries for community engagement and leadership experiences. Each section has the entry 

space for the first listing and up to 10 could be listed for each by clicking on “Add Another Answer” in 

the bottom left corner. If more than 10 entries are needed, you can continue by moving onto the 

continued section. 

 

 

First required 

entry 

To add additional 

entries up to 10 

If adding more 

than 10 entries 



 
 

 

7. Enter leadership experiences the same as community involvement. This is the final portion of the 

application. Once you’re finished, click “finished and submit”! 

8.  
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