
Wood County 
Prosecutor 

to discuss identity
theft 

at May 18 Program

AP ROGRAM on identity theft will be pre-
sented by Raymond C. Fi s c h e r, Wo o d
County Prosecutor, at the May 18 meeting

of the BGSU Retirees A s s o c i a t i o n .
The luncheon meeting is at the First United

Methodist Church, East Wooster St., with check-in
and socializing beginning at 11:30.

Fi s c h e r, appointed prosecutor in 2003 after serv-
ing as senior assistant prosecutor in the Civil Div i-
sion from 1987, represented all county depart m e n t s
and agencies, local school districts, libraries, and the
Board of Mental Retardation and  Deve l o p m e n t a l
D i s a b i l i t i e s .

Raised on Cleve l a n d ’s west side, Fischer gr a d u-
ated from St. Ignatius High School, where he wa s
captain of the school’s foot-
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••  Reservation Form for BGSURA’s May 18, 2005, Luncheon ••
Wednesday, May 18, 2005 • Reservation Deadline Friday, May 13!

1st United Methodist Church. 11:30-Noon: Check-in and socializing. Noon: Luncheon.
NOTE: Reservations at $8 per person MUST BE MADE by Friday, May 13. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of  Your Guest(s)__________________________________________________________   

_____ Total Number of Reserva t i o n s

C H E C K ENCLOSED FOR $_____________.  MAKE CHECK PAYA B L E TO B G S U R A.
SE N D RE S E RVAT I O N FO R M A N D CH E C K T O DO N BR I G H T, 1209 CL A R K ST., BO W L I N G GR E E N, OH 43402, 

NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MAY 13. Telephone 419-352-8360

W h a t ’s ahead 
for 2005-2006
•  Sept. 14 – 11th Annual
C o n v o c a t i o n .
BGSU alumna
Marsha Bord n e r,
p resident, Te rr a
Tech College, Fre-
m o n t.
• Nov. 16 – Dick Eppstein,
Better Business Bureau.
• Jan. 18, 2006 – Madrigal
Singers of Bowling Green
High School, directed by
James Brown.
• March 8 or 15, 2006 –
Joint meeting with the
Wood County Teachers
Assn. Elks Club.
• May 17, 2006 – Adelia
Peters, Chinese folk culture
with emphasis on Huxian
peasant paintings.
• Sept. 13, 2006 – Ken
Baker, president, Ohio
Northern University, Ada.

• continued on page 3

* Meet Doro t hy... Page 3
Her senior photo in 
the 1947 KEY.• Raymond C. Fi s ch e r

P u blished continuously
b eginning in June 1995
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By Jan Pa l l i s t e r

WELL, we have heard about quite
a few of our retired colleagues
through these little vignettes,

but this is the first time we have heard
about a woman professor who did many
things for BGSU women students and wh o ,
m o r e ove r, has a gym named for her.

D o r o t hy Luedtke was raised in San-
d u s ky, and even there she became interest-
ed in sports at Sandusky High School.She
speaks with pride of the fact that there wa s
some green grass in eve ry area of the city,
which also boasted many play grounds and
f l ower gardens. It was there that she be-
came active in summer sports, accompany-
ing the softball team to Huron and joining
swimming contests. Indeed she learned to
swim in order to be in contests (although
her father told her she must learn to swim if
she wanted to go fishing and sailing with
the rest of the fa m i ly in their sailboat).

The love of contest has probably deter-
mined many of Dorothy's accomplish-
ments. When she entered BGSU in 1943,
she noted that there were no ex t r a m u r a l
s p o rts ava i l a ble for women: It seems that
competition in those days was considered
s o m ewhat unladylike. 

D o r o t hy, after graduating from BGSU
in 1947, and, having taught for one year in
Adrian (Mich.) Junior High as physical ed-
ucation director, returned to BGSU in 1948
as an "assistant instru c t o r," a title wh i c h

p e rmitted her to earn her MS in 1950.And
she stayed on at BGSU until she retired in
1 9 8 3 !

N ow, during those years Dorothy at-
tended summer sessions at UCLA, and
reached the all-bu t - d i s s e rtation level. But
her true interest was always teaching,
coaching and "organizing." No doubt yo u
already know about the naming of the
D o r o t hy M. Luedtke Gymnasium in Eppler
Hall in 2003. What you may not know is
that her many admiring students (alumnae)
were behind this. T h ey wrote many letters
requesting this be done, and, with a com-
mittee of retired and active fa c u l t y, along
with Sharon Hanna’s help, got the petition
through the Naming Committee of the
Board of Tru s t e e s .

IT IS little wonder that Dorothy's stu-
dents were grateful to her for all
s h e had done for women's athletics

through the years. The fact is she virt u a l ly
s t a rted the athletic program for wo m e n .
She notes that in the earlier history of ath-
letics at BGSU, the basketball team wa s
made up of women – there were not many
men on campus around 1915.The sport s
for women took their names from literary
clubs, and physicians thought competitive
s p o rts were too hard for or on wo m e n .

Those were the days when the wo m a n ' s
place was thought to be in the home. Flo-
rence Henderson demonstrated how to be a
good housekeeper; how to keep your re-

frigerator and the like. Competitive sport s
for women did not conform to societal
n o rms. To engage in them marked one as a
t o m b oy. But with the advent of World Wa r
II women left the home. And it was in this
e nvironment that women's sports adva n c e d
at BGSU under Dorothy's arduous eff o rt s .
She organized and coached the wo m e n ' s
field hockey team, basketball team, sw i m
team and a vo l l eyball team. At the same
time she was the Women's Intramural Di-
r e c t o r. Of course, with the introduction of
Title IX, there was even greater improve-
ment of the situation. 

LE T me add that once Dorothy saw
that the women students wanted to
compete, she set up connections

with other schools, including three Big 10
u n iversities: Ohio State, Michigan and
M i c h i gan State.

D o r o t hy's service to the university and
to her professionals has been virt u a l ly un-
s u rp a s s e d, and has continued into this ye a r,
when she was invo l ved as a committee
member in the organization of a Fe b. 2005
banquet at which more than 200 pre-Ti t l e -
IX women athletes from 20 different states
were taken into the Varsity Club.She has
also authored an Aquatics Guide and has
g iven several invited papers at various pro-
fessional meetings.

D o r o t hy has many more honors than
the naming of a gym: To mention but a few,

• Doro t hy M. Luedtke (in ch e ck e red jacket), at the October 2003
dedication of the Doro t hy M. Luedtke Gymnasium in the Eppler
Complex, is surrounded by BGSU alumnae. Making the pre s e n t a-
tion is Cheryl Renneckar (right), BS ’68, ME ’70, a re t i re d
Florida high school principal. Kneeling is Janet Fe n w i ck
D e b e a u cl a i r, BS ’59. The plaque, given by physical education

a l u m n a e, describes Luedtke as “an outstanding educator wh o
c o n t r i buted to the national reputation of the BGSU wo m e n ' s
p hysical education prog ram, an exemplar of the principles and
p h i l o s o p hy that guided women's physical education and sport, a
dedicated administrator of a quality intra m u ral prog ram, and a
pioneer in the development of women's interc o l l egiate athletics.”

D o r o t hy Luedtke: Pioneer in Wo m e n ’s Sport s

• continued on next page



Pallister chronicles

TH E feature about Dorothy
L u e d t ke marks the 25th profi l e
Janis Pallister has written for

the BGSURA Newsletter about retired
faculty and staff members. The fi r s t ,
about Dean Bob T h aye r, appeared in
the May 2000 issue.

D r. Pallister joined the BGSU fa c-
ulty in 1961 and retired in 1985. BGSU
Trustees, in honoring her in 1979 with
the title of University Professor, de-
scribed Dr. Pallister as a “distinguished
humanist, literary scholar, poet, critic,
philanthropist, translator and champion
of  French-speaking artists around the
wo r l d .” The title is one of the highest
honors the Board of Trustees can be-
s t ow upon a faculty member.

A native of Rochester, Minn., Dr.
Pallister delivered the BGSU Com-
mencement address in December 1987.
She was presented with an Honorary
Alumnus Award in 1997 and wa s
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Letters
d egree in 2002.      n
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F E D E R A L

Social Security Refo r m
S everal bills have been introduced to re-

f o rm Social Security and are pending in
committee. We need to continue to monitor
e ff o rts in California to dismantle/reform
pension systems. 

Interest in the defined contribution ap-
proach continues at several levels. 

To date, President Bush has not made
m a n d a t o ry coverage a part of his plan and
he is on record opposing mandatory cove r-
age when he was the gove rnor of Tex a s .
Sen. Vo i n ovich and Sen. DeWine have stat-
ed their opposition. Reps. Ney, Boehner
and Pryce did not sign a letter to Speake r
H a s t e rt, which opposed mandatory cove r-
age. Rep. Green introduced HCR 43 (now
in committee) expressing the sense of Con-
gress that public employees should not be
forced to participate in Social Security. 

M a n d a t o ry coverage would have a
detrimental effect on Ohio retirement
funds. The pending replacement of Rep.
Po rtman will be a loss of a good friend to
retirees on this issue.

ball team as a senior. Winning a full scholar-
ship for football to the University of Notre
Dame, Fischer majored in gove rnment and in-
t e rnational relations and played off e n s ive
guard. In 1966, his sophomore ye a r, the Notre
Dame team won the national championship.

After graduation, Fischer taught political
science, economics, U.S. history and English
at To l e d o ’s St. John’s High School. He also
was an assistant coach for football and
wrestling while taking education courses at
BGSU to satisfy cert i fication requirements.

Fischer earned a master’s degree in politi-
cal science and public administration  at the
U n iversity of Toledo and later earned his law
d egree there. He also was in private law prac-
tice in Toledo and Pe rry s bu rg. Fi s c h e r
joined the Wood County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice in 1987.     n

F i s c h e r • continued from page 1

Genny Stang’s Legislative Report

she was chair of the National Division of
Girls and Women in Sport Aquatics Rules
Committee in 1957-59. In 1966 she wa s
appointed by the U.S. Olympic Deve l o p-
ment Committee as one of the four master
teachers of basketball in Ohio. She directed
the women's intramural program from
1955-68, gaining national recognition for
the high percentage of participation by
BGSU students in intramural activ i t i e s .
She is also the first woman to be inducted
into the Bowling Green State Unive r s i t y
Athletic Hall of Fame (1983); and in 2004
she received the Pa t h finder Award for Ohio
from the National Association for Girls and
Women in Sport .

No doubt Dorothy would still be coach-
ing somewhere if her health permitted. She
has been obliged to give up gardening and
fishing — two other favorite activ i t i e s .
H oweve r, she continues to staff the front
desk as a volunteer at Wood County Hospi-
tal. Moreove r, since retirement she has
been teaching in Ke n wood and Conneaut
schools, where she helps the children with
reading and math.

W h ew!    n

• Janis L. Pallister, PhD, LD, is Distin-
guished University Professor Emeritus of
Romance Languages. E-mail her at
jpallis@dacor.net.

Luedtke • continued

Let legislators know our concerns about
m a n d a t o ry coverage. We need to protect
our pension funds.

GPO/WEP 
E ff o rts to repeal or reform this leg i s l a-

tion, which reduces the SS benefit of wo r k-
ers getting public pensions, continues. We
need to monitor these actions as there may
be an attempt to use such as a trump card in
getting mandatory SS cove r a g e .

Bills have been introduced designed to
put in place three kinds of savings ve h i c l e s
( k n own as "Sister" savings plans). These re-
late to tax-free savings, replacement of ex-
isting traditional and Roth IRAs and re-
placement of all types of plans funded with
e m p l oyer contributions such as 401(d),
403(b) and gove rnmental 457 plans. 

Medicaid and Medicare
An amendment to the Medicaid Act of

2005 (S338) has been introduced wh i c h
s t r i kes $14 billion in Medicaid cuts and
creates a bipartisan Medicaid Commission.

Medicare Part B premiums are expect-
ed to increase to $89.20 per month in
2006. It has been reported that Medicare
began last year to spend more than it is
taking in. Possible remedies have down-
sides for retirees. Medicare is in a precari-
ous position.

P rescription Drugs
Sen. Grassley has predicted that a bill to

a l l ow re-importation of prescription dru g s
from Canada is like ly to pass this summer. 

At the April meeting of the STRS
• continued on page 8

with thanks

• Dr. Janis Pallister in front of the Don
Drumm mural on the front of Je ro m e
L i b ra r y. In 1996, Dr. Pallister contribu t e d
$25,000 for re s t o ration of the 10 - s t o r y -
high Drumm murals. A confe rence room in
Je rome Library is named in her honor.



AFTER a 12 -d ay trip to Krakow and Wa r s aw, Po l a n d,
in e a r ly March led by the Holliday Group ( R og e r
H o l l i d ay and Claudia Fischer), of Bowling Green,

we were asked what it was like to travel with Roger and
Claudia. To answer the question, a little background infor-
mation is necessary.

In 1979 Rog e r, Claudia and I started teaching a how - t o -
t r avel course for beginning travelers as a continuing educa-
tion course at Bowling Green State Unive r s i t y. Students in
the course would often urge us to conduct our own tours. T h e
a n swe r, as Roger and Claudia often said, was why would we
want to ruin our own vacation by leading groups. 

In 1983 Roger Holliday and Claudia Fischer began writ-
ing a we e k ly travel column for The Blade, Toledo. T h ey
spelled out their travel philosophy: Do detailed research on
where you want to go and why before you go, focus on one
c o u n t ry or one area of a country, travel light, use public trans-

p o rtation, and travel in small gr o u p s
with as much flexibility and indepen-
dence as possibl e .

In 1985 while on a trip to Europe,
R oger and Claudia ran into a gentle-
man with a group of friends who orga-
nized his own tour which focused on
spending time in one country, trave l i n g
light and independent and using publ i c
t r a n s p o rtation. His experience con-
vinced them to start offering orga n i z e d
trips primarily to We s t e rn and Eastern
Europe for small groups. T h ey wo u l d
p r ovide a pre-trip orientation seminar
which covered research, what to we a r,
packing, budget and money, food and
drink, language, major sightseeing
points of interest, and other helpful
hints. The tour package would include
t r a n s p o rtation from a central point in

Toledo to Detroit Metro, round trip airfare to the destination,
hotel accommodations abroad, and train or minivan trans-
p o rtation abroad. Once the group had reached their destina-
tion, individuals had as much independence as they wanted. 

In 1987 they offered their first trip to Germ a ny, and since
that time they have led more than 40 tours, primarily to
Europe. Some core regulars have been on 20 trips. I have

done six.
The Polish trip was typical of the kind of tour they co n-

duct. There were 13 on the trip including Roger and Claudia.
We met for three hours in Bowling Green for our inform a t ive
pre-trip seminar. The day of our departure, we drove to the

Toledo Clarion We s t gate Hotel, parked the car and were pro-
vided limo service to Detroit Metro where we boarded a
N o rt h west flight to Amsterdam for our connecting flight to
Wa r s aw. From Wa r s aw we took a scenic three-hour train ride
to our six-day stay in Krakow. We went by minibus to our
small and elegant but relative ly inex p e n s ive hotel right off the
m a r ket square and within the historic district of the city. 

Except for our daily 6 p.m. social hour, where the gr o u p
shared daily experiences, we rarely did things as a group un-

• Roger and Betty Jean A n d e rson at the re s t a u ra n t - c a fe - a r t
gallery “Ariel” in the Kazimierz district of Kra k ow.

P r e s i d e n t ’s Corner
Wa n d e r l u s t
By Dr. Roger A n d e r s o n

• Roger Holliday’s
senior photo in the
1968 K E Y. Holliday
was editor of T h e
BG New s in his
senior year and a
member of Omicro n
Delta Kappa leader-
ship honor society.

• Claudia and Roger pre p a re to leave on a “ c razy Communist
tour” of the centra l ly planned city of Nova Huta and Steel-
wo rks with their exuberant guide wh o ’ll drive a two - c y l i n d e r
Trabant 601, made in the former East Germany.

4 • BGSURA New s l e t t e r M ay 2005 • continued on page 7
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B GS U
R e t i rees Association

15 College Park Office Bldg.
Bowling Green State University

Bowling Green, OH  43403

Ballot for the two-year term beginning July 1, 2005, and ending June 30, 2007

PRESIDENT
____   Roger Anderson
____   ____________________________

TREASURER
____   Harold Lunde
____   ____________________________

BOARD MEMBERS (SIX TO BE ELECTED)
____   Pietro Badia ____  Richard Edwards
____   Don Bright ____  Chris Sexton
____   Eloise Clark ____  Jane Schimpf
____   ________________ ____  _______________

May 3, 2005

To: Members of the Bowling Green State University Retirees Association (BGSURA)

From: BGSURA Nominating Committee
ANNUAL ELECTION
• Please mark the ballot, fold, tape and apply a 37-cent stamp.
• Ballot must be received on or before Friday, May 27, 2005.

Thank you for your support.

Ballots must be
received by May 27

ut this page apart
n the dotted line,

f o l d, tape, apply
amp and mail.
ee other side for
olding guides.

B a l l o t
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B G S U R e t i rees Association
15 College Park Office Bldg.
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, OH  43403

Fold and Tape at top here

37 cents 
postage

Fold — this side out

Fold — this side out

Cut this pag
a p a rt on th
dotted line

f o l d, tape
a p p ly stam

and mail



L i fe Members

AM E M B E R S H I Pc a rd for Li f e t i m e
Members in BGSURA is in the design

and production process, announced Clif
Boutelle, BGSURA director and member-
ship chairman. The cards will be available
this fall during the membership renewal pe-
riod. Life Memberships are $150 for mem-
bers and $75 for associates. For more infor-
mation: Tre a s u rer Harold Lunde, (419)
352-3929, or by E-mail,
h l u n d e @ c b a . b g s u . e d u.   n
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less we wanted to. The entire gr o u p
took a half-day guided walking tour of
K r a kow and spent a meaningful day at
the Nazi concentration camps of
Auschwitz and Birkenau, led by an
outstanding guide from the Jewish Cul-
tural Center in Krakow. 

While we could have easily spent
the entire time in Krakow, some of us
elected to take day tours to the 700-
ye a r-old Wielicczka Salt Mine and
C z e s t o c h owa where we saw the Black
Madonna painting in the chapel.
K r a kow itself provided plenty to see:
the remnants of the city walls, the uni-
ve r s i t y, old town, market square,
Wawel Castle and Cathedral, and the
J ewish quarter of Kazimierz.

From Krakow the group took the
train to our two - d ay Wa r s aw stay,
where we got a guided bus tour of the
c i t y. Most of us toured the restored cas-
tle and old town the following day. A l-
though our stay in Wa r s aw was short, it
was fa s c i n a t i n g .

R oger and Claudia plan two more
trips this ye a r, to Sorrento, Italy, and
to South Africa. Both are filled. T h ey
plan to lead trips two more years and
then retire from trip planning but con-
tinue traveling on their own.    n

• Dr. Anderson is Associate Pro f e s s o r
Emeritus of Political Science. His addre s s
is ro g e rca@bgnet.bgsu.edu. More inform a-
tion about the Holliday/Fisher travel phi-
losophy may be found in their B l a d e c o l-
umn of April 24.

P re s i d e n t •  from page 4

Who’s Who — BGSURA
B G S U R A O ffice, 

15 College Park Office Bldg.
(419) 372-9696

w w w : b g s u . e d u / f a c u l t y _ s t a ff /
E-mail: re t i re e s @ b g n e t . b g s u . e d u

N o t e : All telephone numbers re q u i re a 419 pre f i x .

E X E C U T I V E C O M M I T T E E
P re s i d e n t, Roger Anderson, 354-6451

ro g e rc a @ b g n e t . b g s u . e d u
Vice Pre s i d e n t, R o b e rt Clark, 352-2191

r k c l a r k @ w c n e t . o rg 
S e c re t a ry, Joan Gord o n, 354-6648

j h g o rd o n @ d a c o r. n e t
Tre a s u re r, H a rold Lunde, 352-3929

h l u n d e @ c b a . b g s u . e d u
OCHER Repre s e n t a t i v e s

R i c h a rd Edward s, 353-4135
d i c k e d w a rd s @ v e r i z o n . n e t

G e n e v i e v e S t a n g, 352-5534,
g e s @ d a c o r. n e t

D I R E C T O R S
Dennis Anderson, 385-0441

d e n n i s 4 3 6 1 4 @ a o l . c o m
Clif Boutelle, 352-5625

j b o u t e l @ b g h o s t . n e t
Don Bright, 352-8360
m a rd o n @ w c n e t . o rg

R i c h a rd Edward s, 353-4135
d i c k e d w a rd s @ v e r i z o n . n e t

Rebecca Eninger, 352-6072
re n i n g e r @ w c n e t . o rg

H a rry Hoemann, 352-0493
h h o e m a n n @ b g h o s t . n e t

R o b e rt Kre i e n k a m p, 3 5 3 - 4 7 3 6
k a m p @ w c n e t . o rg

Park Leathers, 352-9171
p l e a t h e r s @ w c n e t . o rg

Phyllis Oster, 352-4360
p o s t e r @ b g n e t . b g s u . e d u

Wallace Pre t z e r, 352-8057
w a l d i p re t @ w c n e t . o rg

D o l o res Reynolds, 3 5 2 - 3 6 8 8
s d m k a p @ a o l . c o m

E l f reda Rusher, 352-4729
e m ru s h e r @ d a c o r. n e t

C O M M I T T E E S
A c t i v i t i e s, R o b e rt Clark, chair

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e, Park Leathers, chair
B e n e v o l e n c e, Joan Gord o n,

D o l o res Reynolds
B y l a w s, Jan Pallister, chair

M e m b e r s h i p, Clif Boutelle, chair
N o m i n a t i n g, E l f reda Rusher, chair
O ffice Staff i n g, Phyllis Oster, chair

P ro f e s s i o n a l, Eloise Clark, chair
P ro g r a m, Wallace Pre t z e r, chair

E d i t o r, Jim Gord o n, 352-8175
j rg o rd o n @ d a c o r. n e t

Associates, Joan Gord o n, 354-6648
j h g o rd o n @ d a c o r. n e t

Diane and Wallace Pre t z e r
3 5 2 - 8 0 5 7

w a l d i p re t @ w c n e t . o rg

NE W SLE T T E R
B G S U RA

Pa s s ing s

• ALLEN S. WHITE, professor emeritus,
died March 31 in Stephenson, Va. At the
time of his retirement in 1998 he was a full
professor in the Theatre Department. He
had served as chairman of Faculty Senate
and held several administrative positions.
Having joined the BGSU faculty in 1967,
he had served as a play director, staging
scores of productions for BGSU and other
venues. Before moving to Virginia, he had
been a member of the Bowling Green Ex-

change Club and St. Thomas More Uni-
versity Parish.
• MARY L. ANNESSER, 86, of Bowling
Green, died March 1. She had worked at
BGSU from 1959 to 1983 as a purchasing
agent for the library.
• FRANK R. HOWE, 85, died March 15
in Orange, Calif. He had been a locksmith
at BGSU, retiring in 1982,
• ROSS A. MEAGLEY, 65, died March
23 in Palmetto, Fla. He retired from BGSU
in 1987 after 31 years of employment.
• AMANDACOLLINS, 82, of Genoa,
died April 16. She had been a custodial
worker at BGSU for 20 years.
• GERRARD BLAIR, 82, died Feb. 25 in
Cambridge, Md. He was a skating coach at
the BGSU Ice Arena from 1972 to 1982.
• GENEVIEVE MOORE, 86, died Feb.
24 in Bowling Green. She had been a food
server at the BGSU Student Union.
• DAVID E. WALKER, 62, a former em-
ployee of BGSU, died Feb. 16 in Houston,
Tex.
• EDITH KIGER MOSES, 92, died April
20 in Bowling Green. She was retired
from the University’s food service divi-
sion.    n

On the drawing board



b o a r d, a decision was made to file for the
28% subsidy for annual prescription dru g
expenses incurred in 2006 by STRS Ohio
Health Care Program participants who are
enrolled in Medicare. 

The approximate $33 million in sav i n g s
would go to the Health Care Stabilization
Fund. To be eligible for the subsidy, STRS
will need to increase the value of the pre-
scription drug benefits in the basic plans of-
fered by Aetna and Medical Mutual in
2006. STRS Ohio members can continue to
p a rticipate in the prescription drug pro-
grams they curr e n t ly have during calendar
year 2006.
Health Care

Sen. Frist has introduced a five - p r o n g e d
approach to improving health care delive ry.
It includes medical tort reform, ex p a n s i o n
of health saving accounts, creating associa-
tion health plan, increasing use of electronic
medical records and adopting refundabl e
tax credits to assist individuals in purchas-
ing health insurance.

S TAT E
B u d get

The legislature's primary focus is on the
state biennial budget. The House has take n
action and the Senate is active ly consider-
ing Gov. Ta f t ’s budget, which contains tax
r e f o rm, expansion of vouchers and major
reductions in the Library and Local Gov-
e rnment Support Fund. Legislators are lis-
tening to concerns of constituents and our
monitoring is needed to protect pension
funds. Ta f t ’s $500 million bond issue for
high-tech investment (projects selected by
Ohio's Third Frontier Commission) that
voters rejected two years ago is to be on the
N ovember ballot linked with borr owing for
r e n ewal of an existing bond issue to fund
some local public works improvement, and
a new bond issue for “job related” sites. 

Tax Exemption SB30 relates to exe m p-
tion of $10,000 in public pension benefi t s
from Ohio state tax remains but given the
budget situation, probably will go nowh e r e .

S chool Funding
Districts are concerned about implica-

tions of budget cuts and potential impact on
ava i l a ble funds. In addition, the drain on
p u blic funds resulting from Charter Schools
d ive rting money away from public schools
( over four million for FY05) continues to be
a concern. There is a bill to keep the curr e n t
cap on Charter Schools. A citizen's initia-
t ive is working to put a referendum on
school funding on the November ballot.

HB71 would allow for the purchase of
s e rvice credit by OPERS members for non-
a c t ive National Guard time. It is like ly the
ORSC will recommend the provisions be
applied to all five pension systems.

State legislation passed and signed pro-
vides proportionate distribution of COLA
to future retirees and former spouses, re-
hired retirees to withdraw only their ow n
c o n t r i butions before age 65 and reduces the
w i t h d r awal match at 50% for employer con-
t r i butions made after July 1, and HB 10,
which gives retirees one year to change
b e n e fit plans upon marriage. 

SB9  prohibits  the state or a political
s u b d ivision from conducting business with
a ny person or company that assists to any
o rganization on the State Depart m e n t ’s Te r-
rorist Exclusion List has been supported by
the Senate and is in House committee.
STRS staff believes the bill would limit
STRS inve s t m e n t s .

S T R S
B o a rd Membership 

Election results for the two retiree
p o s i t ions will be complete May 7. Sen.
Wachtman included an amendment to
HB25 regarding the term for Gov. Taft’s
appointment to public pension plan boards.
It indicated the appointee would serve only
until the next regular board election rather
than until the start of the next term. The
clause would have meant the bill would be-
come effective immediately after passage
by the General Assembly. Recent action by
the Senate blocked all emergency clauses,
delaying the effective date of HB25 for at
least three months. 

Health Care
The Board received and has been study-

ing the draft report of STRS Ohio Health
Care Strategic Plan for 2007-2009 with
strategies that address program, cost,
health management, consumer focus, fund-
ing, and health care industry focus.

Investments
The investment consultant review of

the STRS real estate portfolio was favor-
able. A recent article in The Blade reported
that STRS has asked the owner of Key
Tower to sell because the pension fund is
cutting back on its commercial real estate
holdings. STRS owns 50% of this Cleve-
land building, worth up to $230 million.

In April,  the Board approved an interest
rate of 5.5% on the contributions and trans-
fers made in a given year in the STRS To t a l
Guaranteed Return Choice option ava i l a bl e
to members who are participating in the De-
fined Contribution or Combined Plan.

As of March 2005, there are 13,575 par-
ticipants in the Defined Contribution and
Combined Plans, which has total assets of
about $147 million.

STRS remains focused on health care

c o n c e rn, impact of mandatory social se-
c u r i t y, defined contribution trends, and
other issues such as "double dipping"
while steadfa s t ly working to maintain
pension funds.  n
• D r. Stang may be reached at ges@dacor. n e t .
She is associate professor emeritus of
educational foundations and inquiry.
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Computer tro u b l e s ?
P R O B L E M S getting connected to the
I n t e rnet for E-mail and surfing? Call
Charlie Applebaum, 352-0777, E-
mail applebau@math.bgsu.edu, or
the math office, 372-2729. This
“help” program is sponsored by the
O ffice of the Provost.      n

Short takes
Ta ke me out to the ball ga m e

BGSURA members are invited to join
Wood County Retired Teachers A s s o-

ciation members for a Toledo Mud Hens vs.
Norfolk game at noon on June 29. Reserva-
tion deadline is T h u r s d ay, May 5. Ti c ke t s
are $6. Make a check pay a ble to W C RTA
and include a stamped self-addressed enve-
lope to have tickets mailed. Otherwise
t h ey ’ll be distributed at the TA RTA bus stop
at Rive rplace, across from Fa rmer Jack’s in
Pe rry s bu rg. Fare for the bus, which leave s
at 11 a.m., is $1. Send check to Helen Der-
m e r, 1210 Lyn Rd., Bowling Green. Phone
419-352-8822.    n

S c u l p t u re ga rden tour

ATOUR of the sculpture garden at the
Toledo Museum of A rt is scheduled for

We d n e s d ay, July 6. Ti c kets are $4 (deadline
M ay 5) with checks pay a ble to W C RTA. In-
dicate if you plan to have lunch in the muse-
um cafeteria. Send check to Helen Derm e r,
1210 Lyn Rd., Bowling Green.    n

Commencement assist

RETIREES have been asked to vo l u n t e e r
to hand out programs and assist visitors

to their seats at the 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Com-
mencements Saturday, May 7. For more in-
f o rmation: Te rry Carve r, 419-372-2147, or
E-mail to tcarver@bgnet.bgsu.edu.    n

Help sought for LPGA tournament

VOLUNTEERS are needed for the Jamie
Fa rr Owens Corning Classic LPGA

To u rnament July 4-10 at Highland Meadow s
Golf Club, Sylvania, announced Lee
M e s e rve, tournament assistant chair.  Fo r
more information: 419-372-8361, or E-mail
to lmeserv@bgnet.bgsu.edu.     n


