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The countdown enters the domain of our everyday knowladge as [T .%I
an activity of counting down to the end of the last few secands (5, 4, 3, | Fiepes
2.1, 01 in an event like 8 Mew Year celebration, a sports event, or a
space shuttle launching. However, the countdown as & sociocultural
practice is much more than a counting activity. In this presentation, Dr
Hai Ren will examine the countdawn as a technology of public time-
telling and time-management, Orawing on both ethnographic and ; .
histarical research on the countdown to Hong Kong's return 1o China in !;E*:EE"'.T.’.","'.E." 3
the 1990s. Or. Ren will share his insights on the refations of the -- e
countdown ta recent practices of fransnational capitalism and new
conditions of nation-building at the turn of the twenty-first century. Dr
Fen will also discuss how the countdown shapes owr notions of “the present”
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Dr. Ren is currently @ Fellow at the Institute for the Study of Culture and Society, whera
he is working on a book tentatively titled The Counldown of Time. Public Displays and
Symbaoiic Economy in China and Hong Komng




