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On November 17, 1901, responding to neighbors’ complainis of lewd behaviar, paolice
raided a private dance party in downtown Mexico C ity. Forty-one men were arrested, half of
them dressed as women The resulting scandal rocked the complacent bourgeoisie whose
msistence on their own moral supenonty had played a vital role in Jusniving twenty five vears of
authontarian rule under “indispensable” strongman Porfino Diaz  For the middle classes, the 41
Scandal produced the usual mix of puritanical moralizing and prunient fascination (a formula not
unfamiliar to Americans at the turn of the next century). For the working classes, however, it
provided the perfect opportumity to hoist the Porfirian bourgoisie on their own petard—to portray
decadent elite dandies as too effeminate and too narcissistic for the manly work of nation-
bulding In this context, homophobia became a potent political tool and an important symbal of
resistance to oppression even as it fostered the oppression of "deviant” men
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