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How do narranves of immigration, gender, and empure frame issues of race and public
poahicy 1n the post-WWI U8 ?

How 15 a2 synthesis of the politics of empire, gender, and sexuality central to framing
discourses and public policy about race, labor, and immigration?

In this talk, Dr Buff considers the entwined politics and culture of "first, third and new
worlds.” Specifically focusing on im/migration policy in the post-1945 peniod, she argues for the
centrality of gender and empire 1n reconfigunng the relationship between the United States and the
world duning the Cold War. The talk specifically focuses on the domesuc, racial politics of
immigration during the Cold War, and the involvement of Asian-American and Afncan-Amencan
political organizations in contemporary debates on immigration. At the same ume, Dr Bufl
considers the way that Cold War internationalism and immugration relied on gender as an
orgamizing principle

Rachel Ida Buff 15 Associate Professor of History at BGSU and currently a fellow at ICS
Her book, fmmrgranon and the Polinical Economy of Home: Caribbean Brooklyn and American
Indian Minneapolis, [943-1992 was published by the University of Califorma Press in 2001
Currently, she 15 warking on two projects: "Marnang In: War Brides, Imperial Policy, amd
Cufrures of Oocuparion, [943-1973" and "Mode!l Cines: Im/migrant Brookhwn and Mumicipal
Empowerment, I964-1980" She 15 also the author of diverse essays and articles, and 15 currently a
nominee for inclusion in the Pusheart Anthalogy: Best of the Small Presses, 2003

For additional information about this or other ICS presentations, please contact 1CS at (419) 372-
0385 or ymarcybibaner . bgau. edu,

Special thanks to the College of Ans and Sciences and 1o the Graduate College & Vice Provost for
Research for supporting this work



