
Screams From Shadowed Places: 
African-American (Re-)Visions of Horror

What does it mean to be an African-American writer of Gothic literature?  How do we collect writers such as Tananarive Due, 
literature such as Beloved, and nineteenth century slave narratives in a more nuanced subgroup beyond African-American 
Literature?  Each can be understood as a participant in and contributor to African-American Gothic literature.  The �rst actively 
contributes to modern horror literature while the second uses gothic conventions to address themes and issues replete in the 
African-American literary canon; the third, traditionally understood as (auto)biographical mode of dramatic writing, 
appropriates many of the conventions of the gothic genre to construct their arguments on (sub)humanity and villainy.  But 
what is African-American Gothic?  How can we de�ne and organize it, especially given that writers like Toni Morrison and 
Alice Walker reject the genre, identifying the gothic’s horror as dependent upon “imagined terrors.”

Screams From Shadowed Places will de�ne the notion of African-American Gothic, revealing the stakes of the appropriation
and the reasons black writers appropriate the problematic genre, given its racially loaded tropes and traditions.  Dr. Wester
will illustrate how the black writer of gothic literature revises the uncanny and the horrible in the gothic to remove the terror 
from the monstrous and tormenting characters.  What terri�es in the black gothic is not the wailing ghost or the hidden 
demon; what terri�es is the reality of Black history and life in America, and the racial ideologies that inform and are informed 
by that experience.

Special Thanks to the O�ce of the Dean of Arts and Sciences and to the O�ce of the Dean of 
the Graduate College/VPA  for their support of this work. All events are free and open to the 
public. For more information, call (419) 372-0585.

About the presenter:

Dr. Maisha Wester teaches in American Culture Studies and English.  Her research interests included African-American literature 
and culture, American Gothic literature, and horror �lm studies.  She has published a variety of articles, including “Haunting and 
Haunted Queerness: Randall Kenan’s Re-inscription of Di�erence in A Visitation of Spirits” in Callaloo and “Forgetting to 
Re-member: ‘Post-racial’ Amnesia and Racial History” in Reconstruction.  Dr. Wester is currently at work on a book project, titled 
Screams from Shadowed Places: Contemporary African-American (Re-)Visions of Gothic Racial Ideologies.
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