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Honors Core Semester 4
Values in Scholarship (Six Credits)
Course Description

Values in Scholarship Statement: This course satisfies the values in scholarship requirement for the Honors Program at Bowling Green State University.  
Among the major objectives of this course are to encourage and connect critical thinking with personal and professional goals.  There will be a variety of themed sections of this course.  The themes will be grouped according to common types of Honors projects created as the capstone experience for Honors students.  The course has three major parts: 

· theoretical context of the various disciples, 
· examination of critical questions and exploration of possible Honors project ideas,

· reflection on and presentation of learning. 
Approximately half of the course will be dedicated to helping students understand the theoretical context of their discipline and the skills necessary to create relevant scholarship in their desired area.  To develop competence, students will work independently and in groups to examine broad themes related to the course theme. Groups will work together to outline a variety of possible research projects or scholarship ideas that could be completed to address their groups issue.
Learning Outcomes of the Course:
1. Connect critical thinking curriculum with personal and professional goals (Creative Problem Solving, Values in Decision Making)
2. Brainstorm ideas for Honors project (Inquiry, Creative Problem Solving, Writing, Presenting)
3. Acquire  tools and skills helpful for completing project (Inquiry, Listening,  Writing, Presenting)
4. Prepare graduates to engage others actively and effectively. (Participation)
5. Develop well-informed citizens. (Listening)
6. Appreciate skills in advocacy and public problem-solving. (Creative Problem Solving, Values in Decision Making)
7. Demonstrate an appreciation for social and civic responsibility. (Participation)
Grading
Tests and Quizzes ~25%




Class Presentations ~20% 
Reflect on Honors project ideas~20%



Project Proposal ~25%

Class Participation ~10%

Methods of Achievement of Learning Outcomes:
1. Sample Theme-Based Course Sections- course will provide multidisciplinary theory to provide a context in which problem-based issues can be examined from a variety of perspectives or worldviews. The themes will be grouped according to common types of Honors projects created as the capstone experience for Honors students like creative and artistic scholarship, experimental research, applied curriculum design, etc.  (Content Model: Natural Science, Social and Behavioral Sciences, Arts and Humanities, English, International Perspectives, and Cultural Diversity)
2. Project Proposal- students will develop an understanding of an issue, identify and summarize relevant literature, and develop a position on the problem. (Content Model: Natural Science, Social and Behavioral Sciences, Arts and Humanities, English)
The steps used to create a project proposal include:
· Part I. Introduction- The first step is to summarize the broader concepts and issues related to your topic in order to place your subject in broader context. Then, you must present the main research question you wish to answer. 
· Part II. Problem Statement- In this section, define and present the issue in order to frame specific questions. This section builds on the context established in the introduction section. From here, the writer must develop the rationale for the project by explaining the importance of the problem and the need to conduct research or scholarship within the established context. 

· Part III. Conceptual Framework- Begin with the theoretical framework, and provide key constructs. Define specific terms and how you will use them, and then model what you think is going on. For example, if your topic is related to Cooperative Learning in post secondary education, you must establish a base of educational theory, develop cooperative learning-specific theory, define all important terminology and which of the varying interpretations you will use, and ultimately, define in your terms precisely what cooperative learning is and does. 

· Part IV. Methods- State clearly what you plan to do and why. Then discuss how your methods link to the conceptual framework and why. In other words, how does your research methodology serve to answer your research questions. 

· Part V. Bibliography- Creating a bibliography is self-explanatory. Students should begin their bibliography as soon as they begin taking courses in order to catalogue works used throughout the breadth of their educational experience. Works reviewed early during the pursuit of the degree can propel a student into the works referenced within them. A bibliography should always be a work in progress as new information is published and other information becomes irrelevant as research questions change over time. Ultimately, it is easier to subtract those references not needed. 

· Part VI. Appendices- Appendices should be included as needed to support and define research and scholarship as well as support the final project. Appendices will generally include surveys (including drafts), other research data (as required) and a timeline in order to manage the entire project itself. 

Information adapted from: http://people.ku.edu/~ebben/tutorial_731.htm
3. Reflection Suggestions-students will critically reflect upon, or examine, various questions in a variety of linked career areas in order to identify personal bias, individual learning, and future leadership and involvement in the discipline. (Content Model: English)

· Group Discussions -- In small or large groups ask students to exchange ideas on the synthesis of service and course content or have them answer specific questions (problem-solving) that link to course content using their service experiences to inform their answers. 
· Journals -- Journals are an effective tool to help students remember daily experiences, to spark ideas for further research, to offer subjective and objective observations. It is helpful to give written guidelines and check the journals at least once before they are due. 
· Written Analysis -- Analytical papers give students the opportunity to formally reflect upon their experiences and do further research that may either support or contradict these experiences.  

· ePortfolios -- Students may be asked to compile any materials they created for their service: flyers, activity agendas, daily logs, brochures, pictures of events. ePortfolios enable students to provide specific documentation for their experiences. Often students are asked to use a portfolio as part of a presentation on their service. 
· Electronic Forum -- Classes that utilize Blackboard may want to create a separate discussion forum for service learning, or a listserv, with mandatory participation. 
· Current Events -- Have students keep a folder of newspaper clippings or notes from the daily news of events and happenings locally or nationally that affect the area of service. These clippings are great catalysts for class discussions, reflective papers, and journals, helping students to keep a broad perspective.
BG Perspective Credits:
This course is designed to be the fourth of a four-part series created to provide students with a holistic, liberal foundation for their BGSU education. Because each course in the four-part series makes intentional connections between local issues related to cultural diversity in the United State and international perspectives related to global economic, political, ecological, and social systems, this model does not assign separately assign credit for traditional cultural diversity  or international perspective credits.  Alternatively, this model simply tracks when the respective courses integrate those ideas into the content of the course.  For students who completed the entire series, satisfactory completion of these four courses will provide the student with the following BG Perspective credits:

	BG Perspective Category
	Credits Earned During

Semester 3
	Cumulative Credits Earned 

Through Semester 3

	Social and Behavioral Sciences
	1.5 credits
	6.5 credits

	Humanities and Arts
	1.5 credits
	6 credits

	Natural Science
	2 credits
	7.5 credits

	Communications
	1 credit
	4 credits

	Cultural Diversity
	· 
	· 

	International Perspective
	· 
	· 
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