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Honors Core Semester 1

Critical Thinking about Values (six credits: 4 + 2 model)
Course Description:

Critical Thinking about Values is a course is entirely and exclusively concerned with the development of the student’s critical thinking skills. Most students don't develop their intellect even if they think they have developed it. Most students use their intellect poorly and often to rationalize or justify their already assumed worldview. One way to think about this concept is to say that most students are not in charge of their ideas and thinking. Most often students approach learning using the sponge method. They try to soak up as much information as possible. So often, I have heard students or teachers describe students as sponges and they use that term with pride. With sponge thinking, most ideas have come into their minds without their having thought about it. They unconsciously pick up what the people around them think. They unconsciously pick up what is on television or in the movies. They unconsciously absorb ideas from the family they were raised in. How often have you heard people mimic what they heard on TV or what they have read? They are the products, through and through, of forces they did not choose. They reflect those forces without understanding them. They are like puppets who don't know that they have strings being pulled. They are parrots who mimic the words without thinking what they are saying. This sponge method is not active learning and does not lead to an intellectual life. There is no process that filters bad information from good information.
To become a critical thinker is to become an active learner. It is to develop techniques that allow one to control and process information as they are hearing it, reading it, or seeing it. This enables one to start to take charge of the ideas that run one's life. It is to think consciously, deliberately, and skillfully in ways that transform oneself. It is to begin to remake one's own mind. It is to run for the first time one's inner workings and to understand the "system" one is running. It is like a puppet that discovers the strings, and figures out how to gain control of the way they are pulled. Do you want to be the parrot or puppet or do you want to take control of your own mind?
While learning and applying these skills, students will also be actively mentored and guided to create an educational plan to achieve their personal, academic, and career goals.
Learning Outcomes of the Course: 
1. Development of the ability to listen, understand, consider, and evaluate issues. (Inquiry, Analysis, and Listening)
2. Development of the ability to understand the biases and assumptions inherent in different world views. (Values in Decision Making)
3. Development of the ability to effectively understand the connection between worldviews and values and the roles that they play in decision making. (Values in Decision Making)
4. Development of the ability to articulate (both written and oral articulation) of ideas and understanding of other people’s ideas. (Written and Oral Communication)
5. Develop a paradigm to make effective decisions concerning their degree and career choices. (Creative Problem Solving)
6. Develop an educational plan to achieve their goals. (Participation and Principled Leadership)
7. Develop a concept on campus resources and services and a plan to utilize them. (Creative Problem Solving).
8. Develop the ability to accurately read and effectively utilize DARS. (Participation)
9. Develop an understanding the steps necessary to graduate with Honors. (Principled Leadership)
Methods of Achievement of Learning Outcomes:
1. Reading arguments and issues from social, political, philosophical, scientific, artistic, and other diverse fields. (Content Model: Natural Sciences, Social and Behavioral Sciences, Arts and Humanities)
2. Writing papers that develop the careful and critical rearticulation of arguments to demonstrate understanding. (Content Model: English)
3. Reading and understanding different worldviews and the underlying assumptions that these worldviews have about human nature. These worldviews include a range of “isms” spanning religious, social, and political thought such as Capitalism, Judiaism, Hinduism, Feminism, and Socialism for example. (Content Model: Cultural Diversity and International Perspective)
4. Implementation of the e-portfolio assessment tool (Content Model: Currently missing)

5. Integrated co-curricular activities and academic advising. (Content Model: Currently missing)
BG Perspective Credits:
This course is designed to be the first of a four-part series created to provide students with a holistic, liberal foundation for their BGSU education. Because each course in the four-part series makes intentional connections between local issues related to cultural diversity in the United State and international perspectives related to global economic, political, ecological, and social systems, this model does not separately assign credit for traditional cultural diversity  or international perspective credits.  Alternatively, this model simply tracks when the respective courses integrate those ideas into the content of the course.  For students who are unable to complete the entire series, satisfactory completion of the first course will provide the student with the following BG Perspective credits:

	BG Perspective Category
	Credits Earned During

Semester 1
	Cumulative Credits Earned 

Through Semester 1

	Social and Behavioral Sciences
	2 credits
	2 credits

	Humanities and Arts
	1 credit
	1 credit

	Natural Science
	2 credit
	2 credit

	Communications
	1 credit
	1 credit

	Cultural Diversity
	· 
	· 

	International Perspective
	· 
	· 
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