Appealing a non-approved course to fulfill a BG Perspective requirement


The College offices at BGSU do not approve courses for fulfilling BG Perspective (general education) requirements. Only the Director and the BG Perspective Advisory Committee can review and recommend courses for fulfilling BG Perspective requirements. In fact, final decisions are made by the Provost’s Office.

The BG Perspective office is located in 124 Conklin Hall (phone: 2-2623;                email: bgp@bgsu.edu).  Current Director of the program is Dr. Donna Nelson-Beene. The BG Perspective Committee is comprised of ~15 faculty members (and one student) elected or appointed from the Colleges and Divisions of the University. The Committee serves as a subcommittee of Undergraduate Council.
Under normal circumstances, only completion of currently-approved courses (see Course Descriptions http://webapps.bgsu.edu/courses/search.php) is accepted for fulfilling BG Perspective requirements. In rare circumstances, a student may articulate in writing how s/he has in fact achieved the pertinent student learning outcomes for BG Perspective via a non-approved course. Any written appeal must include the appeal cover sheet along with a presentation of appropriate artifacts (e.g., papers, course projects, presentations, assignments) that each demonstrate satisfactory achievement/mastery of the appropriate student learning outcomes.
Evidence of satisfactory achievement of Student Learning Outcomes that must be demonstrated for all BG Perspective Courses:
· The student communicates effectively by demonstrating proficiency in reading, writing and presenting (to be evaluated using GSW rubrics or VALUE metarubric).

· The student thinks critically through investigating and creative problem solving (to be evaluated using appropriate VALUE metarubrics).

· The student effectively participates and leads through active engagement with diverse groups and teams of individuals (to be evaluated using VALUE teamwork metarubric).
For credit for fulfilling a Social and Behavioral Science domain requirement the student must provide evidence for having satisfactorily achieved one or more of the following additional student learning outcomes:
· The student identifies issues and problems as well as formulates and frames these in ways that contribute to their solution.

· The student applies theory to events to produce knowledge.

· The student examines the nature of decision making in society from the perspectives of the social sciences and how values impact on that decision-making.

· The student constructs and presents an argument, identifying the evidence that supports it and the reasoning process by which a conclusion is reached.

· The student articulates the bases of evidence in this discipline, how they are used, and the assumptions on which they rest.

For credit for fulfilling a Natural Science domain requirement the student must provide evidence for having satisfactorily achieved one or more of the following additional student learning outcomes:
· The student demonstrates the skills and practice of using quantitative and qualitative approaches to study scientific concepts.

· The student understands the nature of scientific evidence, how it is obtained and how it is used in the scientific process.

· The student solves problems using the logical approach of science. 

For credit for fulfilling a Humanities and the Arts domain requirement the student must provide evidence for having satisfactorily achieved one or more of the following additional student learning outcomes:
· The student uses the modes of inquiry appropriate to the disciplines in question and explores the subject’s connection to human values.

· The student demonstrates fluency in verbal and/or non-verbal communication through reading, writing and listening.

· The student demonstrates a critical understanding of the role of language and media: their rhetorical, artistic and symbolic expression and the ways in which these expressions both reflect and influence culture and society.

· The student demonstrates understanding of the social and cultural context of art works arising over a variety of historical periods.

For credit for fulfilling a Cultural Diversity in the United States domain requirement the student must provide evidence for having satisfactorily achieved one or more of the following additional student learning outcomes:

· The student uses modes of inquiry in the ways ethnic cultures have shaped American life.

· The student identifies issues and problems in cultural diversity from the perspective of diverse cultures and locates oneself in one’s own culture.

· The student engages in critical inquiry into the problems, challenges, and possibilities inherent in a multicultural democracy.

· The student demonstrates skills of communication, analysis, and problem solving in a format requiring active participation.

For credit for fulfilling an International Perspective requirement the student must provide evidence for having satisfactorily achieved one or more of the following additional student learning outcomes:
· The student articulates the significance of diverse cultures and their modes of thought. 

· The student describes how world issues and international connections impact our way of life. 

· The student inquires into problems and possibilities inherent in global economic, political, ecological, and social systems.
The burden of proof for satisfactory achievement of the above student learning outcomes lies with the individual student who has filed an appeal. A subcommittee of members from the BG Perspective Committee including the BG P Director will evaluate evidence provided by the student and make recommendations to the Provost’s Office. The appeals process typically takes several weeks so appeals filed during the final 3 weeks of any term normally will not be evaluated until the following semester.
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