South Bronx Study-Away Engagement Experience Sample Schedule

August-October: Before the engagement experience in the Bronx, students will meet with the instructor once a week for one hour and forty minutes.  The day the class meets will be determined by participants’ schedules. During these weeks, students will examine themselves, their learning styles and their preconceived notions.  The class will also explore institutional racism, poverty, educational and penitentiary systems, globalization, social justice, activism, and the media. 

During the engagement experience: Students stay in St. Peter’s Church, where they interact with community members living in the South Bronx. They participate in group reflection activities each evening. The following itinerary is a tentative list of activities students may engage in while participating in the South Bronx Engagement Experience:

· Visit The Point Community Development Corporation, a community organization “dedicated to youth development” and “the arts, local enterprise, responsible ecology, and self-investment in the Hunts Point community.” (http://www.thepoint.org/). 
· Visit the Mercy Center, “a community center for women and their families… offering programs and services that empower women to reach their full potential and become agents of change in their families and communities.” (http://www.mercycenterbronx.org/) 
· Visit Mothers on the Move, “a social justice community organization… organizing to build a just society where there is equal economic, social and political opportunity for all.” They are especially focused on educational equality. (http://www.mothersonthemove.org/) 
· Visit Exodus Transitional Community, “a fellowship of formerly incarcerated individuals that helps people coming out of prison build stable lives and fully reintegrate into society.” (http://www.etcny.org/)
· Visit Saint Ann’s Harm Reduction Center, a community organization “committed to reducing the spread of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) among injecting drug users and non-injecting drug users, their partners and family members… [and] minimizing the potential for harm associated with unsafe drug use and unprotected sex.” (http://www.idealist.org/en/org/88746-328) 
· Visit Mud/Bone, “a creative community of professional artists working in various performance related disciplines [who] produce… art for a diverse urban audience, nurture professional artists of color and invite people of all colors, ages, backgrounds and levels of experience to come together to learn, practice and create artwork that they can share with others.” (http://www.mudbone.org/ ) 
· Visit SoBro , an “economic development corporation” that “improves the quality of life in the South Bronx by generating business growth and creating effective economic, housing, educational and career programs for youth and adults.” (http://www.sobro.org/) 
· Visit Community Partners Commission Association, a non-profit organization whose mission is to “develop organization and community resident partnerships and create strategies to provide quality affordable housing, access to life enhancing social resources, education and employment for target population that include the elderly, low-income individuals/families and those at risk of homelessness.” (http://communitypartners-now.com/) 
· Visit the Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan.
· Volunteer with the Mercy Center’s After-School Program, providing homework help to children from a local private school and leading an art project for them.
· Volunteer at the Point’s After-School Program, engaging local youth in different activities related to the arts. 
· Work in several local community gardens, learning about the community garden movement and the importance of fertile green spaces in urban areas.
· Engage in self-designed exploration of New York City selected evenings during the engagement experience. 
October-January: After the engagement experience, students will meet once a week with the instructor to work on social change projects and artwork and to continue reflection about the engagement experience. 

