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Winter Conference a Success 
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During the week before spring semester classes started, a group of intrepid educators 
braved the weather to attend one or more sessions of the Center’s Winter Professional 
Development Conference. This week-long event gave participants the chance to discuss 
issues that directly affect teaching and learning and to explore such topics as concept 
mapping, significant learning, rubrics, the Socratic method, and podcasting. Each session 
was 90 minutes long, and some were offered more than once to allow participants the 
flexibility to fit as many sessions as possible into their schedules.

The idea for the conference actually came from a faculty member who said she was trying 
to take as many of the Center’s fall semester workshops as she could because she was 
unable to obtain the funds she needed to attend a professional conference.  That started 

us thinking, and we decided to offer our own “no hassle, no cost” conference at the Center.  Altogether, we had 84 registrations, a 
number that exceeded our expectations and suggests to us that the Conference should become an annual event. 

The Winter Conference was possible this year because the Center has acquired some new space and the capability of offering 
multiple workshops at the same time; we have both our Creative Development Studio (pictured below) and a large conference 
room available for meetings and workshops. 

We need your input. If we were to offer another, similar conference in the future, what topics would interest you most? 
Contact us at ctl@bgsu.edu with your ideas and comments.

One of our participants in the winter conference, graduate assistant in the School for Teaching and Learning Sarah Ooman 
summed up her experience:

Workshops

“This was a wonderful opportunity 
for busy individuals to engage in 
professional development before the 
formal beginning of the semester. The 
fact that it was free was an amazing 
bonus. The topics were astoundingly 
relevant to my life, especially the 
Socratic Method, as it is the topic of 
my graduate thesis. 

Thank you, CTL, for offering such an 
enjoyable conference!”

Creative Development Studio
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College Crunch
www.collegecrunch.
org/entertainment/15-
podcasts-that-will-
make-you-smarter/
list of podcasts aimed toward 
a college audience

1
Free Documentaries
freedocumentaries.
org/
stream documentaries 
through the internet

3
Skeptic’s Dictionary
www.skepdic.com
definitions, essays, and 
arguments pertaining 
to pseudoscience, 
alternative medicine, 
paranormal activity, etc.

4
EPN
epnweb.org/
educational podcasts 
that offer a wealth of 
classroom specific audio 
instruction

2
Louvre
www.louvre.fr/llv/
commun/home.
jsp?bmLocale=en
historical, literary and 
artistic resources from the 
Louvre’s vast collection

HOT 5 (click the link to visit)

Did You Know
Maureen Wilson, Associate Professor in the Department of Higher Education and 
Student Affairs, has been named the Center for Teaching and Learning’s first faculty 
fellow.  During spring and summer semesters, Wilson will share her expertise in teaching 
and learning with Center staff and with the campus community as a whole.

Wilson has her doctorate in Higher Education and Student Affairs from Ohio State 
University. Her research interests include college students and their development, college 
teaching, and professional practice in student affairs. She has been teaching courses in 
college and university teaching since 1998; widely published in numerous professional 
journals, she is also a regular presenter at professional conferences.

Wilson’s service as faculty fellow will include developing and conducting workshops, 
assisting with various Center projects involving pedagogy, and consulting with faculty on 
various aspects of teaching and learning. Wilson will be at the center for approximately 
10 hours each week.

Wilson says that the opportunity to work with the Center appealed to her because she cares deeply about good teaching 
and learning on campus. “To the extent that I can contribute to others’ becoming better teachers and facilitators of 
learning, I am happy to help. I know we have many great teachers at BGSU, but I also know that some people are 
struggling and that they too have the potential to be great teachers.” Wilson noted that college faculty are extremely 
knowledgeable about their content areas, but many have had little formal instruction in pedagogy. “It’s ironic that you 
have to have more training in pedagogy to teach in kindergarten than in college,” she added.

One of the hurdles college teachers face in improving their teaching is the idea that there is a certain amount of content 
that has be to “covered” in certain classes. If an educator teaches large amounts of material without giving students the 
chance to experiment, think, discuss, and practice, students may remember the  material—but just long enough to pass 
the test.  “Just because teachers are covering the material,” Wilson says, “does not mean students are learning it.”

At BGSU we challenge students to become self-directed learners and to think critically about knowledge and values, 
demonstrating their ability to apply intellectual, personal, professional and civic learning to address real world issues and 
contexts.  BGSU students are asked to demonstrate their achievements through both intellectual work and hands-on 
application of knowledge through project-based learning activities. Students’ becoming self-directed learners requires  
a community of intentional teachers; therefore, the Center for Teaching and Learning is committed to providing 
professional development activities to assure that all curricular and co-curricular learning experiences employ optimal 
learner-centered practices. 

The Center hopes to continue to name outstanding BGSU educators as faculty fellows to 
allow them to share their knowledge and skills with the rest of the campus community.

?



meet the
VISIONARY

Kathleen Yancey
educator, speaker, author

Kathleen Yancey will be the keynote speaker for the 
upcoming Teaching & Learning Fair, scheduled for 
February 19, 2010. Yancey is Kellogg W. Hunt Professor 
of English and Director of the graduate program in 
Rhetoric and Composition at Florida State University 
and is known internationally for her work with 
composition studies, assessment, integrative learning, and 
the intersections of culture, literacy, and technologies.  
Yancy’s address at the fair is entitled, “Learning by 
Design: The Role of ePortfolios in Fostering Intentional 
Learning.” Yancey will talk about the basic practices that 
students engage in when creating portfolios:  collection, 
selection, and reflection, paying particular attention to 
how these practices foster learning. She’ll also explain 
how e-portfolios foster integrative learning—to help 
students  synthesize their learning from multiple sites, 
both on campus and off.

Yancey has published 11 books on writing, assessment, 
portfolios and e-portfolios in support of her interest 
in using technology to assess writing. Titles include 
Reflecting in the Writing Classroom, Delivering College 
Composition: The Fifth Canon, Teaching Literature as 
Reflective Practice, and Situating Portfolios.  She is 
the co-founder and co-editor of the journal Assessing 
Writing, and incoming editor of College Composition and 
Communication (CCC).  In addition to being a teacher 
and writer, Yancey is also Past President of the National 
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and serves on 
the American Association of Colleges and Universities 
(AAC&U) VALUE project. 

One of Yancey’s principal interests is the impact of 
technology on how and what students learn. For example, 
she notes that while digital technologies can distract 
students from their classwork—as when they are texting 
friends during a lecture--the same technologies can be 
used in the classroom to add value to both teaching and 
learning.  In the writing classroom, for example, the 
digital world provides a way for students to publish their 
work to a much wider audience, and, Yancey notes, there 
is some evidence that “students do better work when 
the audience is more public.” Ultimately, Yancey says, 
“the advantages and disadvantages are located not in the 
technologies themselves but in the purposes they serve.” 

Friday, February 19, 11:00am
Lenhart Grand Ballroom, 202 BTSU
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To Wiki or Not to Pedia
In the Fall 2009 issue of College Teaching, Jeff Maehre, a 
Reference and Instruction Librarian at Frostburg State 
University, makes a detailed argument in favor of allowing 
students to use Wikipedia (or other user-created websites) 
as a source for research papers (“What It Means to Ban 
Wikipedia”). In many circles, Maehre’s suggestion would 
be dismissed out of hand as heresy of the worst sort, 
but his arguments are persuasive. He says it is not his 
intention to critique or defend Wikipedia per se.  But he 
does want to focus on the process of writing a research 
paper from the student’s point of view as a learner. He 
notes that when educators proscribe Wikipedia, they 
interfere with an educational journey that itself produces 
learning. Students should be allowed, he says, to “explore 
and figure out puzzling issues involving the use of sources, 
starting at one place at the beginning of the semester, 
and forging their own movement to a better place by the 
end.”  If students are to learn information literacy, he says, 
they should have a chance to decide for themselves which 
sources are useful and which are not; they must, in the 
words of Marshall Gregory, learn to cultivate “a sensitive 
nose for the smell of rotten evidence.”
	
Maehre acknowledges that teaching true information 
literacy is a time-consuming process, but he insists that 
helping students learn how to read a text carefully and 
detect problems with tone, flaws in analysis, and evidence 
of outright bias is a crucial part of the educational process. 
He says that “we are shortchanging students by not 
emphasizing quality, on the syllable-level, of sources, as 
opposed to quality on the level of the reputation of the 
journal the article appears in, the number of books the 
author has written, the prestige of her university, or her 
esteem in her professional community.” Maehre also 
suggests that reading Wikipedia’s discussion pages will 
provide students with a “rich and challenging world of 
textual analysis and critical thought” and the opportunity 
to see both “knowledge creation” and socially constructed 
knowledge in action.

Please join us!
Friday, February 19, 2010
9:00am, BTSU-The Ballroom
Keynote Speaker, Dr. Kathleen Yancey @ 11:00am

The Fourth Annual

TLF 2010



Discussions and Workshops
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Using Assessment Rubrics in Student-centered 
Learning

Thursday, February 4, 2:00pm-3:00pm
Monday, March 1, 3:30pm-4:30pm

Assessment

Beyond EBSCO: Resources for Graduate-Level 
Research

*Electronic Reading room 142, Jerome Library
Friday, February 5, 3:30pm-5:00pm
Monday, February 8, 4:30pm-6:00pm

Active Learning and Problem-based Learning 
Strategies

Friday, February 5, 1:00pm-2:00pm
Tuesday, March 2, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Deep Learning: Can You Make It Happen?
Friday, February 12, 10:00am-11:00am

Using CPR for Writing Assignments in Large 
Classrooms

Tuesday, March 23, 11:00am-12:00pm

Integrating Your Courses with BGSU Learning 
Outcomes and Core Values

Friday, February 26, 9:30am-10:30am

Pragmatic Practices for Teaching Assistants
Tuesday, February 9, 2:00pm-3:00pm

Teaching
Principles for Good Practice

Wednesday, February 17, 11:00am-12:00pm

The Socratic Method in the Classroom
Tuesday, February 23, 3:00pm-4:00pm

Using Integrated Course Design to Foster 
Significant Learning

Wednesday, March 24, 9:30am-10:30am
Thursday, April 1, 9:30am-10:30am

The Future for Teaching and Learning
Part I:   Tuesday, February 16, 9:00am-10:30am
Part II:  Wednesday, February 24, 2:30pm-4:00pm

The Children’s Place: Volunteer and Service-
Learning Opportunities at the WC Public Library

Wednesday, February 3, 1:30pm-2:30pm

Practices in Pedagogies: An Introduction to 
Service-learning Pedagogy

Tuesday,  February 23, 11:00am-12:30pm

Collingwood Arts Center: An Overview
Thursday, March 25, 12:00pm-1:00pm

Service Learning

Understanding Organizational Communication 
through Service-Learning Group Projects

Wednesday, February 24, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Working in the Fields: Locally-based Service-
learning with an International Group

Tuesday,  March 16, 11:00am-12:00pm

Reality Writing: Service-learning in GSW1110
Wednesday, March 31, 11:00am-12:00pm

Service-learning in Leisure Services for Older 
Adults

Tuesday,  April 13, 1:00pm-2:00pm

Community Partnership Series

Falcon Focus Series

You CAN Have Your Cake and Eat it, Too! Using 
Humanities Perspectives on Food for Service-
learning Projects

Tuesday,  February 9, 12:00pm-1:00pm

CLA in the Classroom: Developing Critical 
Thinking and Analytic Writing Skill Using 
Performance Tasks

Thursday, February 25, 2:00pm-3:00pm



For more information on our workshops or 
to register, contact the Center at:
 ctl@bgsu.edu, 419.372.6898, or
 www.bgsu.edu/ctl/page11755.html
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This newsletter is a publication of the 
Center for Teaching and Learning. 
Visit us online at www.bgsu.edu/ctl/ 
or in 201 University Hall. 

How to Conduct a Literature Review
Tuesday, February 23, 2:30pm-4:00pm
Thursday, February 25, 10:00am-11:30am
Monday, March 22, 11:30am-1:00pm
Thursday, March 25, 4:30pm-6:00pm

I’ve Graduated: Now What?
Tuesday, April 27, 10:30am-12:00pm
Wednesday, April 28, 2:30pm-4:00pm

Scholarship

Technology

Learning 2.0 with Web 2.0 Tools
Wednesday, February 10, 1:00pm-2:00pm
Tuesday, March 23, 9:30am-10:30am

Using Audacity and Podcasting to Extend the 
Classroom

Tuesday, February 23, 9:00am-10:30am
Wednesday, March 24, 2:00pm-3:30pm

RefWorks: Bibliographic Management Software
*Electronic Reading room 142, Jerome Library
Thursday, February 4, 3:30pm-4:45pm
Friday, February 12, 9:30am-10:45am
Thursday, March 4, 10:30am-11:45am
Friday, March 26, 1:30pm-2:45pm

Creating and Implementing Interdisciplinary 
Writing Groups for Student Scholars

Wednesday, April 14, 11:00am-12:00pm


