[image: image1.jpg]o° o
nter’

for Teachmg Learning, ®
and Technology





The Center for Teaching, Learning, and Technology’s

2007-2008 Learning Community Member Application

Active Learning in the Natural Sciences


Overview

The goal of this Learning Community is to provide a foundation and support for Natural Sciences faculty interested in:

1. pursuing the scholarship of teaching and learning,

2. transforming their science classrooms to more interactive learning environments, and

3. learning about practical ideas for classroom activities that facilitate learning.

Description

In this Learning Community, members will meet to discuss teaching interests, ideas, and concerns and will collaborate to share our collective knowledge and classroom experiences--both as teachers and learners.  We will use our research and investigative skills as scientists to explore teaching and learning scientifically by creating, implementing, and improving upon interactive engagement teaching strategies.  Whether you have extensive experience with active learning strategies or are totally new to the idea, this learning community will be a forum for you to get feedback and develop ideas for activities to implement in a course you would like to reform.  

During the Fall semester we will explore the following questions:

· What is learning?  How do we know there is learning?

· How do we design a course?

· What else can we do in the classroom besides lecture, and should we do anything else?

· What is interactive engagement?  What is active-, problem-, collaborative-, and inquiry-based learning?

· What are the components of a good class activity?

· How do we implement interactive strategies?  How does this work in large enrollment classes?

During the Spring, participants will implement at least one new activity and report back to the group on how student learning was impacted.

Reasons to Participate

This learning community will provide an opportunity to:

· talk about teaching with colleagues,

· focus on the unique concerns of the college science classroom,

· learn about successful implementation of interactive engagement strategies from colleagues,

· obtain feedback on teaching and learning ideas.

Member Commitment

As a member, you will

· attend the scheduled, community meetings (NOTE: this is a “half-time” learning community and will meet ONCE per month for the academic year). 

· participate in your community’s activities, topics, and/or projects.

· provide the Center end-of-semester and end-of-year assessment feedback.

· be invited to participate in an end-of-year, learning community dinner. 
· design and implement at least one interactive learning activity. 

· report back to the group on the impact the activity had on student learning.

Who Should Apply


Any BGSU Natural Sciences faculty member specifically interested in working on reforming at least one of the courses they are teaching this academic year, to bring interactive engagement teaching strategies to the science classroom, should consider participating.
Meeting Time

Sessions will be scheduled in room 202 LSC on Mondays or Fridays between 9-3 or Wednesdays at 3:30, depending on participants’ schedules.

Learning Community Facilitator

Karen Sirum, Assistant Professor, Biology Education R & D

Department of Biological Sciences

202 LSC

372-3877

ksirum@bgsu.edu
DIRECTIONS: Complete, print, sign and return your application to the Center for Teaching, Learning and Technology (201 University Hall) by Wednesday, August 1, 2007.

	Name:      
	

	Department/Division:      
	

	College:      
	Phone:      

	No. of Years at BGSU:      
	E-mail:      

	Courses Taught:

     


	Research Interests: 

     


	Signatures:

Applicant ___________________________________              Chair _________________________________________

                          (NOTE: Your signature acknowledges your                                             (NOTE: Chair signature acknowledges awareness

                          intention to meet all the Member Commitments.) 
                                    of your intention to apply for this learning community)


Application Question
Please describe your interest in participating in the Active Learning in the Natural Sciences Faculty Learning Community, including a description of the course(s) you are interested in reforming (one page or less). 
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