The Center for Teaching, Learning and Technology’s

2006-2007 Learning Community Member Application

Natural Science: Active Learning in the Classroom
In this interdisciplinary learning community, natural science faculty involved in teaching introductory level science classes or large-sized classes will collaborate to explore and share their teaching strategies and offer support and ideas for transforming the traditional lecture-based classroom into an interactive learning environment.  

Educators with a common interest in learning about and incorporating innovative interactive engagement teaching and learning methods in the natural science classroom will meet to share teaching interests, ideas, and concerns in this learning community focusing on teaching scientifically. Members will learn about adapting the research about what promotes learning to the special needs of the large and/or introductory level science classroom, and will collaborate to share our collective knowledge and classroom experiences, and our research and investigative skills to explore teaching and learning scientifically. Specific topics will be based on the concerns and interests of the members.

The main goals of this learning community are to provide a foundation and support for faculty interested in pursuing the scholarship of teaching and learning and to provide practical do-able ideas for classroom activities that facilitate learning.

Reasons to Participate

This learning community will provide an opportunity to talk about teaching and explore the following questions:

· What is learning?  What impedes learning?  How do we know there is learning?

· What is interactive engagement?  What is active-, problem-, and inquiry-based learning?

· What are the components of a good problem?

· How do students solve problems and work effectively in groups?

· How does the instructor incorporate the different types of activities and problem solving in the classroom?

Member Commitment

As a member, you 

· attend the scheduled, community sessions (six to eight per semester). 

· participate in your community’s activities, topics, and/or projects.

· provide the Center end-of-semester and end-of-year assessment feedback.

· are invited to participate in an end-of-year, learning community dinner. 
· read, prior to sessions, very brief materials pertaining to specific issues for discussion.
Who Should Apply


Any natural sciences faculty member interested in interactive and modern teaching strategies and applying their scientific research skills to their classrooms should consider participating in this forum that facilitates talking about teaching and the design of do-able classroom activities.
Learning Community Facilitator

Karen Sirum, Assistant Professor

Department of Biological Sciences 

ksirum@bgsu.edu
Natural Science: Active Learning in the Classroom
Complete, print, and return your application to the Center by Wednesday, August 30, 2006.
	Name:      

	Department/Division:      

	College:      
	Phone:      

	No. of Years at BGSU:      
	E-mail:      

	Courses Taught:

     

	Research Interests:

     


1. Please give a short essay (1-2 paragraphs) describing your teaching philosophy, your interest in teaching scientifically, and how this learning community would benefit you.
     
Signatures 

Applicant’s ______________________________  Chair’s ___________________________________

(NOTE: Your signature acknowledges your intention to meet all the Member Commitments.) 
(NOTE: Signature of Chair acknowledges your intention of applying ___________________________)
