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HIED 780: Foundations of Higher Education

Fall 2007
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	 E-mail: mcoomes@bgsu.edu
	 Office Fax: 419-372-9382


The purpose of this course is to provide a comprehensive examination of the foundations of higher education in the United States.  This examination will focus on the philosophical assumptions that guide higher education, the unfolding of its history, and on the way philosophy and history have shaped the higher education curriculum. 

Course Goals

This course is designed to increase one’s understanding of the history, philosophy, and curriculum of higher education through the accomplishment of the following objectives: 

1.
To develop an understanding of, and to be able to compare and contrast, the historical factors that have shaped contemporary higher education in the United States;

2.
To develop an understanding of, and to be able to compare and contrast, the philosophical perspectives that have shaped contemporary higher education in the United States; 

3.
To develop an understanding of, and to be able to compare and contrast, various curricular models that have existed and currently exist in higher education in the United States.

4.
To develop an understanding of how history and philosophy have shaped higher education curriculum;

5.
To develop an understanding of the methods of conducting historical research; and 

6.
To develop skills of analysis, synthesis, and communication (verbal and written) and apply those skills to the arenas of higher education history, philosophy, and curriculum.

Required Texts

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University.

Ortega y Gasset, J., & Kerr, C. (1991). Mission of the university: Foundations of higher education. Somerset, NJ: Transaction.

Course Requirements

Please note:  All papers are to be submitted to me electronically as MS Word documents.  You are to e-mail your papers to me as attachments.  I will read your paper, make comments using the MS Word “Track Changes” function, and return the graded paper to you electronically.  (Just trying to do my part to save the forests.)

1.
Attend and participate thoughtfully and actively in class meetings (10 percent of course grade).  In order to fulfill the promise of a doctoral seminar, plan to study the assigned readings prior to class, bringing with you any questions or issues you would like to address in class.  Informal “assignments”, the rotation of “designated questioners/experts” or other approaches may be used to increase your involvement in the class.  These procedures should improve both the quality of our class discussions and the value of the readings and class activities for you.  Due dates: August 24-December 14, 2007; 1:30-4:20PM (except for a short break mid-way through each class, when you may be as passive as you choose!).

2.
Institutional History Paper (10 percent of course grade). Identify an institution with which you have had (or currently have) an affiliation.  Develop a short (no more than 4 double-spaced pages including references) paper that highlights the historical development of that institution.  Why was the institution created?  What has been its primary educational mission?  Has that mission changed over time and if so how?  In your paper, you are also to critique the histories you have reviewed.  What is the “purpose” of the history?  Who is the target audience?  What voices are absent in the telling of the story? Your reference list should include not only the resources you used to develop your history, but also information about formal histories of the institution. Evaluation of the paper will be based on clarity of presentation and soundness of argumentation. Due date: September 4, 2007. 

3.
Philosophy of Education Paper (20 percent of course grade). This 5-7-page paper will give you the opportunity to grapple with (and tentatively answer) the question, “What is the purpose of higher education?” Based on course readings and discussion, prepare a paper for the layperson that clearly articulates the meaning and purpose of higher education in America.  This is your opportunity to develop an informed, but personal, philosophy of education. Due date: September 25, 2007. 

4.
Archival Research Paper (20 percent of course grade).  This paper is a small project using college or university archives, resulting in a 5-7-page paper.  You must focus on a period of five to ten years at an institution (it may be the same one you did your Institutional History Paper on) and address substantial concerns that students, faculty members, or administrators raise during that period.  You must briefly explain why you chose the period you are examining.  All source of insight must be drawn from primary source materials contained in the university archives.  As was the case with your institutional history, this paper must combine both description and analysis.  You must not only explain the nature of the chosen concern but also analyze the issue critically. Due date: October 23, 2007. 

5.
Major Research Paper (40 percent of course grade). You will prepare a 15-20-page research paper on a selected topic of interest in the area of the history of higher education and the social context of education in America.  The suggested options for this paper are as follows:


a.
Select a contemporary issue or controversy in higher education and trace its historical roots.


b.
Identify a person of some historical significance and analyze the significance of higher education in their personal and professional development.


c.
Examine a type of institution (e.g. black colleges, women's colleges, small church colleges, regional universities) and trace its development over time.  (In view of the extensive scholarship on research universities, their faculties, and their students, you may not select research universities or any of their participants as a topic.)


d.
Select a philosophical school of thought (e.g., pragmatism) and explore how it has shaped the development of higher education.  Attention should be paid to the nature of that school of thought as well as to its influence on higher education.


e.
Select a curricular model (e.g., 50 hours: A core curriculum for college students [Cheney, 1989
].  Place that curricular model in its historical, philosophical, and cultural context.  Critique the validity and efficacy of the selected curriculum.


f.
Develop your own project that has at its heart a historical, curricular, or philosophical element.  The instructor must approve these “Other” projects before they are undertaken.

Your research paper must be underway by mid-semester.  To insure that your research paper will be completed by the end of the term and reflect the high standards required for the course, you must have a one-page prospectus to me no later than October 2, 2007. A brief oral presentation based on the paper will be presented in class during the last days of the course.

You must read a sufficient number of sources- books, articles and so on to be able to write and speak with authority and substance on the topic you have chosen.   For a graduate level research paper, a good rule of thumb is to have at least one reference in the bibliography per page of text, e.g. a 10-page paper should be supported by (roughly) 10 references.   Of course, a book is of more value than one article from a journal so one book may be the equivalent of three or four articles, depending on the book.   However it depends on the quality of the research and analysis. Due date: December 4, 2007.
Reset Button, Do-over, Mulligan

After having received your grades for your Philosophy and Archival Research Papers, you may rewrite one of those papers.  Rewrites will be due one week after your Archive Research Paper has been returned to you.  I will only record the best grade you receive on your paper (either Version 1 or Version 2).

Late Assignment Policy
In order to balance your right to make decisions in your best interest and my needs to schedule my work effectively, but more importantly, maintain some level of equity within the course, the following Late Assignment Policy is being implemented:

1.
All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period of the day listed in the Course Schedule. Since assignments are due at the beginning of the class period, there is no need to miss class to finish an assignment. If you do not have your assignment ready by the beginning of class, it is late, but please join your colleagues in class anyway.

2.
Assignments submitted within three weeks following the due date/time will be accepted and graded. However, the assigned grade will be reduced according to the following schedule:

a.
Assignments submitted up to one week late receive a one grade level reduction. In other words, if your late assignment earns a grade of "A-", your grade will be reduced to a "B-."

b.
Assignments submitted between one and two weeks after the due date will receive a two grade level reduction. An "A" assignment submitted two weeks late will be reduced to a "C"; a "B+" grade will be reduced to a "D+."

c.
Assignments submitted between two and three weeks after the due date will result in a three grade level reduction. An "A" assignment submitted three weeks late will be reduced to a "D"; a "B" grade will be reduced to a "F."

d.
No assignment will be accepted later than three weeks after the original submission date. Failure to submit an assignment within the three-week time period will result in zero points for the assignment.

3.
Extenuating circumstances: I am aware that it is impossible to consider all the possible circumstances that may prevent you from a timely submission of your assignments. I am sensitive to some of those circumstances. Illness and family emergencies are valid reasons for submitting work after the deadline. Assignments for other classes or a particularly busy work schedule are not. If you will miss a class and/or be unable to submit an assignment on time, please contact me (in advance if possible) so that arrangements to cover class material or to submit an assignment late can be made. I will also gladly accept assignments prior to their scheduled due dates.
Religious Observance

If you will miss class because of observance of a religious holiday, please see me as soon as possible to determine an alternate way to cover the material.
Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability, are registered with Disability Services, and are entitled to accommodations, please inform me as soon as possible.

Academic Integrity

You will be held accountable to the highest standards of academic integrity and should read and understand the policy on academic integrity as printed in BGSU’s Student Handbook. Please note that you may not submit an assignment for this class that has been previously submitted for another course. See http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/sa/book/six/index.html#code for additional information.

Cell Phone Policy

I have a simple cell phone policy.  Turn it off, or I may answer it for you.


	
Course Schedule

Fall 2007


[BB] Readings Available in Blackboard


	

	8/24
Course Introduction

	The Secretary of Education’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education. (2006). A test of leadership: Charting the Future of U.S. Higher Education. A Report of the Commission Appointed by Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings. Washington, DC: Department of Education.

	8/28
History and Philosophy as Fields of Study

	Butchart, R. E. (1988). "Outthinking and outflanking the owners of the world": A historiography of the African American struggle for education. History of Education Quarterly, 28(3), 333-366. [BB] 

Clark, B. R. (1972). The organizational saga in higher education. Administrative Science Quarterly, 17(2). 178-184. [BB]
Goodchild, L. F., & Huk, I. P. (1990). The American college history: A survey of its historiographic schools and analytic approaches from the mid-nineteenth century to the present.  In J. C. Smart (Ed.), Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and Research, Vol. 6 (pp. 201-290). New York: Agathon Press. [BB]
Kaestle, C. F. (1992). Standards of evidence in historical research: How do we know when we know? History of Education Quarterly, 32(3), 361-366. [BB]
Naylor, N. A. (1973). The ante-bellum college movement: A reappraisal of Tewksbury's founding of American colleges and universities. History of Education Quarterly, 13(3), 261-274. [BB]
Thelin, J. R. (1990). Rudolph rediscovered. In F. Rudolph, The American college and university: A history (pp. ix-xxiii). Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. (Chapter 2: Legacy of the Revolution, pp. 23-43) [BB]
Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Introduction: Historians and Higher Education) [BB]

	9/4
The Meaning of the University

	Fuhrmann, B. S. (1997). Philosophies and aims. In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 86-99). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]
Newman, J. H. (1899/1996). The idea of the university: Rethinking the western tradition (F. M. Turner, Ed.). New Haven, CT: Yale University.

Institutional History Paper Due

	9/11 
The Meaning of the University

	Ortega y Gasset, J. & Kerr, C. (1991). Mission of the university: Foundations of higher education. Somerset, NJ; Transaction.

	 9/18
The Pre-American Roots of


American Colleges and the Early American College

	Lucas, C. J. (2006). American higher education: A history (2nd ed.). New York: Palgrave MacMillan. (Chapter 1: Higher Learning in Antiquity). [BB]

Lucas, C. J. (2006). American higher education: A history (2nd ed.). New York: Palgrave MacMillan. (Chapter 2: From Cathedral Church Schools to Universities). [BB]
Lucas, C. J. (2006). American higher education: A history (2nd ed.). New York: Palgrave MacMillan. (Chapter 3: Post-medieval Academe; Evolution and Estrangement). [BB]

	9/25
The Early American College

	Board of Overseers and the Corporation of Harvard University (1835). Constitutional articles and legislative enactments relative to the Board of Overseers and the Corporation of Harvard University; also rules and regulations of the Overseers. Cambridge, MA: Author. [BB]

“Statutes of Harvard College.” (c. 1636/1961). In R. Hofstadter & w. Smith (Eds.), American higher education: A documentary history, Vol. 1. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. [BB]
Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 1: Colleges in the Colonial Era).

Philosophy of Education Paper Due 

	10/2
The New National Period

	Jackson, L. (1995). The rights of man and the rites of youth: Fraternity and riot at eighteenth century Harvard. History of Higher Education Annual, 15, 5-49. [BB]
Rudolph, F. (1962/1990). The American college and university: A history. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. (Chapter 2: Legacy of the Revolution, pp. 23-43) [BB]
Rudolph, F. (1962/1990). The American college and university: A history. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. (Chapter 5: The Collegiate Way, pp. 86-109) [BB]

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 2: Creating the “American Way” in Higher Education).

Trustees of Dartmouth College vs. Woodward, 17 U.S. 518 (1819). [BB] 

Webster, D. (1818). Peroration, The Dartmouth College Case.  In W, S. Kartalopoulos, Daniel Webster: Dartmouth’s favorite son—a hypertext exhibit on the world wide web. [BB]

Webster, D. (1818). Oral arguments in the Dartmouth College case. [BB]

Major Research Paper Prospectus Due

	10/9
The Yale Report: Early Curricular Decision Making

	Bastedo, M. (2005). Curriculum in higher education: The historical roots of contemporary issues. In P. G. Altbach, R. O. Berdahl, & P. J. Gumport, (Eds.) American higher education in the twenty-first century: Social, political and economic challenges (2nd ed., pp. 462-485). [BB]

Lane, J. C. (1987). The Yale Report of 1828 and liberal education: A neorepublican manifesto. History of Education Quarterly, 27(3), 325-338. [BB]
Ratcliff, J. G. (1997). What is a curriculum and what should it be? In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 5-29). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]

“The Yale Report of 1828.” (1961). In R. Hofstadter & w. Smith (Eds.), American higher education: A documentary history, Vol. 1. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. [BB]

	10/16
University Building

	Cowan, T., & Maguire, J. (1995, Spring). History's milestones of African-American higher education. Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, 7, 86-90. 

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 3: Diversity and Adversity).

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 4: Captains of Industry and Erudition).

Timeline: The long hard road to educational equity. (1987, Fall/1988, Winter). Educational Record, 68 (4)/69 (1), 16-22. (On reserve in 330)

	10/23
New Curricular Models: 



Land Grants, Johns Hopkins, and the University of Chicago

	Bok, D. (1986). Higher learning. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. (Chapter 2: Undergraduate Education) [BB] 
Hawthorne, E. M. (1997). Institutional contexts. In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 30-52). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]
Lee, G. C. (1963). The Morrill Act and Education. British Journal of Educational Studies, 12(1), 19-40. [BB] 

Levine, A., & Niddiffer, J. (1997). Key turning points in the evolving curriculum?  In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 53-85). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]

Morrill Land Grant Acts. (1862/1890). (First Morrill Act. Ch.130, 12 Stat.503,7 U.S.C.301 et.seq. Second Morrill Act. Ch.841, 26 Stat.417, 7 U.S.C. 322 et seq.) [BB]
Rudolph, F. (1962/1990). The American college and university: A history. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. (Chapter 14: The Elective Principle) [BB]

Archival Research Paper Due

	10/30
America Goes to College

	Albisetti, J. C. (1992). American women's colleges through European eyes, 1865-1914. History of Education Quarterly, 32(4), 439-458. [BB]

Rudolph, F. (1962/1990). The American college and university: A history. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press. (Chapter 15: The Education of Women) [BB]

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 5: Alma Mater).

Zschoche, S. (1989). Dr. Clarke revisited: Science, true womanhood, and female collegiate education. History of Education Quarterly, 29(4), 545-569. [BB]

	11/6
Higher Education’s Golden Age

	Anderson, J. D. (1993). Race, meritocracy, and the American academy during the immediate Post-World War II era. History of Education Quarterly, 33(2), 151-175. [BB]

Gumport, P. J., Iannozzi, M., Shaman, S., & Zemsky, R. (1997). Trends in United States higher education from massification to post massification. National Center for Postsecondary Improvement: Stanford, CA. [BB]

Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 6: Success and Excess)

	11/13
“Tin Soldiers and Nixon Coming”: The 1960s

	Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 7: Gilt by Association)

	11/20
Contemporary Issues in Higher Education

	Garcia, M., & Ratcliff, J. L. (1997). Social forces shaping the curriculum. In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 118-136). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]

Hutcheson, P. A. (1997). Structures and practices. In J. G. Gaff, J. L. Ratcliff & Associates, Handbook of the undergraduate curriculum (pp. 100-117). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. [BB]
Thelin, J. R. (2004). A history of American higher education. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University. (Chapter 8: Coming of Age in America)

	11/27
Reading and Writing Day

No Formal Class Session

	

	12/4
Reform in Higher Education:

A Case Study in Integrating History, Philosophy, and Curriculum

	The Secretary of Education's Commission on the Future of Higher Education. (2006). The future of higher education: Draft report. Washington. DC: U. S. Department of Education. [BB]
Major Research Paper Due

	 12/11
Course Review and Evaluation

	Brubacher, J. S., & Rudy, W. (1976). Higher education in transition: A history of American colleges and universities, 1636—1976. New York: Harper & Row. (Chapter18: Distinguishing Features of American Higher Education) [BB]


� Cheney, L. V. (1989). 50 hours: A core curriculum for college students. Washington, DC: National Endowment for the Humanities.





