Workshop

Unit: Basic citizens competences

Subject: How can we communicate effectively our opinion?

Training citizenship competences is the one of the most important tasks in teaching democracy. Communicating your own opinion in a clear, exact statements, use of arguments in a convincing way  is a competence without which it is impossible to take part in citizens debates and decision making process. Discussion is an opportunity to think and articulate your opinion about important public issues. During the process of preparation the students enlarge their knowledge about the subject and learn how to formulate their own opinion. The necessity of collecting arguments convincing other side and looking for proves to support your thesis developing the logical thinking skills and communication skills.

Goals:

· Students learn how to present their own opinions

· Students practice clear way of formulating your own opinions

· Students learn how to defend your own opinion in face of pressure of others 

Method

· Informal discussion

Technique

· Small group work

Introduction

1. Ask students if communicating your own opinion is always easy thing to do. Ask students to think about the situation when they feel they have something to say (or they feel they are right) – but, they did not say a word or they said it not clearly. It can be connected with their conversations with parents, teachers other adults or mates. Based on students stories write down on the board major reasons why young people not always can communicate their opinion.
When you will comment on students statements put accent on the fact that people (not only young)  have sometimes difficulties with communicating their own opinion and the reasons can be: being afraid of criticism, being afraid of being ignore or laugh down or even being punished for having different opinion than somebody else. Sometimes people don’t want to criticize their friends, somebody who is older or important or sometimes people are shy to say something in public. This lesson is dedicated to competence of effective presentation of opinions. 

Explication

· Preparation for the discussion

Create the situation in which the students will have to work our and present arguments about one of the following cases:

· Why the American troops have to stay (go out) from Iraq

· Why it is worth to learn foreign languages

· Should the students were school uniforms or not

Next: 

Divide class into three groups and give each of the groups one task. The students in the groups should find the arguments backing up their opinion, write down them  and next they should elect the speaker, who will present the opinion to the others. When all the groups will be ready  the speakers present their arguments and rest of the students and the teacher are playing role of observers in each case. The role of the observers will be listening and writing down the most convincing arguments and those which they have heard for the first time. The opinion of ourselves enriched by the arguments of others will enable us to take part in informal discussion.

· Informal discussion

· Discussion step by step:

Rules

· if you want to speak you have to raise your hand

· the participants chousing he person who will lead the discussion, this parson will keep discipline, will give voice and control time. This person will be responsible for politeness of talks, will be obligated to stop students who will talk at the same time

· time of each presentation should not be longer than 3 minutes

· total time for the discussion 25 minutes

The role of the teacher is to moderate the discussion and to take care about the time.

Summarizing of the discussion

Last part of the discussion is the time for final talks and summarizing. Leader asks the participants to answer the questions:

· Which arguments they have heard for the first time?

· Which arguments were the most convincing?

· Did the participants change their opinions?

Informal discussion enable students to share their opinions, to present new styles of thinking, new points o view. We don’t estimate that we will come to compromise. If, after this lesson students will stay with their  points of view we have to summarize underlining the fact that there is nothing wrong in having different opinions, that sometimes such a differences leading to new, original solutions and  that nobody can say for sure who is right and who is wrong in his/her thinking. 

Closure

The biggest advantage of  using controversial opinions:

· leaning communication skills, formulating opinions, argumentation, listening to different points of view, discussing them

· learning how to accept differences in people opinions

· better understanding of my own point of view.

This kind of competences are necessary to be able to live in a democratic society, this is the one of the most important goals of civic education – to educate active, conscious citizens.

Based on the educational materials developed by The center for Citizenship Education.

