PROJECT REALITY

Current statistics and findings on homelessness in the U.S. and Columbus, Ohio
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Barrett Middle School, Columbus Ohio  USA

I.  Unit Overview and Rationale

The term “homeless” is defined as a person who “lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence” (What is Homeless? nch.ari.net/who.html 11/27/01).  Over 700,000 people are homeless in the United States on any given night (COHHIO). 

Homelessness in the United States is an ongoing social issue that has existed for decades.  Even though the economy has seen some of the most economically booming years the United States has ever had, the problem of homelessness seems to be increasing not decreasing, while the populations most affected are families with children.  They account for almost 40% of the homeless population.  When a child is homeless he/she on average is only attending school 45% of the time and will change schools seven times.

With an increase of youth homelessness, this unit is designed to break the stereotypes of homeless people and encourage students to take an interest in the economic functioning of their homes.  Students will gain appreciation for further education and participation in societal issues.

II.  Project Goals

1. Educate students on the reasons why people become homeless.

2. Breakdown generic stereotypes of homeless persons.

3. Encourage students to strengthen educational skills in order to decrease the risk of becoming homeless.

4. Introduce students to the economic funds required to maintain homeless programs.

5. Develop student responsibility for their home and neighborhood.

6. Discover why the definition of “home” change according to circumstance.

III.  Purpose
A. Content

1. What is a home? Why do we have homes?

2. A comparison of homes during medieval times and homes of today.

3. How much does is cost the government when people become homeless?

4. Why do homes change physically throughout time and location?

5. Cost involved in operating a household.

6. Who has the right to shelter?  Is it a universal human right that everyone is afforded shelter?  Has this applied throughout history?

B.  Social Action Project:

Aim

To break stereotypes of whom homeless persons are.  The goal is for students to learn compassion and service for members of their community through providing basic supply needs to the Open Shelter and learning more about homelessness and its causes.

Activities
· COHHIO presentation on Columbus homeless population.

· Visit homeless shelter (The Open Shelter)

· Research project about homes during the middle ages

· Survey Barrett student body on knowledge of homelessness.

· Bulletin board to display Barrett student body’s knowledge of homelessness. 

· Collect items to donate to homeless shelter by contacting local businesses

· Basketball tournament fundraiser, Shots For Shelter 

· Economic unit on the cost of operating a home-Project Reality

· Student presentation to city council committee meeting

Target Audience
7th grade Social Studies students, parents, Open Shelter, local media, city government

Subject/Grade
7th grade Social Studies 

IV.  Curriculum Alignment

SLC 1:
Analyze information about major historical developments by:

B- Identifying and comparing experiences and perspectives

C- Accessing credibility of sources (e.g., primary and secondary sources;   

     biased and objective accounts)

D-.Interpreting data (e.g. charts, graphs, narrative, illustrations, and     

     photographs)

SLC 2:
Identify and explain cause and effect relationships for major historical developments 



A- Historical antecedents (e.g. related and unrelated events)

B- Multiple causation and accidental and irrational or unexpected    

     circumstances 

SLC 3:
Use information about different cultures to explain consequences of contacts by 

explaining:

A- Exchanges of cultural practices  (e.g. dress, language, music, art) 

C- Incidents of discrimination and conflict

SLC 5C:Utilize geographic resources to describe location by using formal reference systems.

SLC 8:
Discuss the economic roles of government in a market economy with regard to:



A- Raising revenue



B- Providing public goods and services

SLC 12C: Analyze civic issues by identifying potential impact on individuals, groups, or 

                  institutions.

SLC 13B: Explain the importance of participatory citizenship in a democratic society by     

                  describing various means of civic participation.

V.   Active Teaching Methods Employed

· Cooperative group learning

· Jig-saw

· Chalk talk

· Current event articles

· KWL learning strategy



· Individual learning



· Visual learning 



VI. Materials/Resources Needed

· Overhead projector-Posters

· Markers, colored pencils, crayons; Camera

· Donated hygiene and supply items

· Worksheets (all worksheets, guest speaker handouts, parent permission slips, posters, and sign-up forms are located in the back of the outline. They are organized according to the lesson they are needed in)

VII. Community/Governmental Participation

· COHHIO

· Open Shelter

· Local news media

· Barrett Student body

· Parents

· Local merchants

· City Council

VIII. Step-by-Step Implementation 
· Identifying project focus

· Defining student expectation and roles

· Parent permission letters sent out for student participation/volunteers 

· Addressing myths, stereotypes and prejudices about homelessness: KWL 

· Understanding homelessness at the national and local levels

· Develop working student committees

· Meet and work with the Open Shelter to determine items needed

· Students visit homeless shelter

· Survey development 

· Shots for basketball tournament organization

· Continuous fundraising/collection of needed items for shelter

· Business letters requesting donations

· Phone calls to businesses requesting donations

· Research project on manor life during the Middle ages: write newspaper article; bibliography

· Presentations of newspaper article

· Survey analysis and presentation

· City council presentation

· Donation pick-up
Lesson Outlines

Lesson One:  Identifying/Defining Project Goals and Expectations

Time: 45 minutes; SLCs: 12C, 13B

Objective: Students will be able to:

1. Identify the goal of the project

2. Identify expectations of student role in project

Materials Needed

· Parent invitation letter

· Copy of project outline for each individual

· Parent permission letter

· Light refreshments—napkins, cups (cookies, punch)

Lesson Activities (most lessons are divided into 3 parts)

Part 1

Distribute copy of project outline. Review information included in outline including project goals and student expectations. Students will be receiving homework and assignments while studying Project Reality. Participation in the project will influence grade. Let parents know that extra volunteers will be needed during specific sections of the project. Ask them to please sign-up to be a volunteer if they are able. (20 min).

Part 2

Answer any questions students and parents have about the project. (10-15 min.)

Part 3

Invite students and parents to a light refreshment and get to know parents. Have parents sign volunteer sign-up sheet. (10 min.)

Lesson Two:  Addressing Myths, Biases and Prejudices about Homelessness
Time: 45 minutes; SLCs: 2A, 2B

Objectives: Students will be able to

1. Identify reasons why people become homeless

2. Identify myths about homeless

3. Identify information still needed to obtain

4. Identify their own biases and prejudices about the homeless

Materials Needed

· 3 large piece of construction paper

· Blank chalkboard w/ chalk

· Colored Markers

Lesson Activities

Part 1

On one side of the chalkboard write these 5 questions and have students answer them on their own sheet of paper.

1.  What do you think homeless people look like?

2.  How do you think homeless people act?

3.  Where do people live if they do not have a home?

4.  I think homeless people are……

5.  I wish homeless people would…..

After students have finished their responses, ask volunteers to share their answers. Write some of them on the board next to the question. Say nothing to the students about their answers. 

Part 2

On the side of the board that is blank, in big letters, write the word “home” and circle it. Then write the word “homeless” and circle it. Tell students they are going to participate in an activity called chalk talk. They may come to the board, pick up a piece of chalk, draw a line from the word, and write on the line questions or thoughts they have about the word. During this activity only the chalk talks. The rest of the class should be silent and watching the words as they are written on the board. 

Part 3

Using the 3 large pieces of construction paper write a “K” on one piece, a “W” on another, and an “L” on the last sheet—tape them somewhere in the room where everyone can see them. Explain to the students that they are going to write a list of everything they know or need to learn about homelessness. The “K” stands for what they already know. The “L” is for what they want to learn and the “W” is for what they need to learn. Have students give their ideas for each of the “K, W, & L” while the teacher writes them on the appropriate paper. At the end, review with the students.

Lesson Three: Understanding the issue of Homelessness in the US and Columbus
Time: 45 minutes;  SLCs: 3C, 8B, 1B

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Identify percentage of homeless people in the U.S. and Columbus

2. Understand the which populations are impacted by homelessness

3. Understand why their participation in social issues is important

Materials Needed

Invite a member of COHHIO to be a guest speaker

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Allow COHHIO the entire period to present their information. Included are the handouts COHHIO brought to my class when they presented. This was the activity that got my students excited about the project.

Lessons Four and Five: Developing Working Committees
Time:  45 minutes;  SLCs: 1D, 2B, 8A

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Identify needed items to collect for the Open Shelter
2. Work with students on a committee to organize a part of the project

3. Narrow down questions on KWL

Materials Needed

· Homeless worksheet #1

· Folder for each group (6)

· List of items requested by the Open Shelter to be donated

· Plan of action worksheet

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Write these two questions on the board and have students respond to the questions in a journal or notebook. Tell students you will be collecting their responses.

“Do you think people want to be homeless? Why or why not?”

“Do you think you could ever become homeless? Why or why not?”

Part 2

Ask for volunteers to share their answers. Review with students the information that was presented by COHHIO. Then go to the KWL sheets and add or delete questions that have been answered. Review with students questions that still need to be answered.

Part 3

Tell students that this project is going to be divided into 6 parts. A group of 4-5 students will be assigned to complete each part. Read the names of the students in each group—do not let the students organize into their groups until you are finished with the directions. Explain that each group, in addition to their individual assignment, will also be responsible for collecting one item to be donated to the Open Shelter. They will also come up with an action plan of how to get their item donated and how to accomplish the specific area of the project they are responsible for.

*While students are working, rotate to each group and explain in more detail their individual task and assignment. This should take the rest of day 5 and day 6. Students should meet twice a week to talk about their part of the project and what needs to be done.

Lesson Six:  Visit to the Open Shelter

Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 1B, 1C, 3A, 3C, 5C

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. See first-hand what a homeless shelter is

2. Identify reasons why people are homeless

3. Identify director of the shelter as a primary resource

4. Use city of Columbus map to identify where homeless shelters are located

5. Understand the impact project and who they are servicing

Materials Needed

· Appointment with the Open Shelter—director Kent Biettle

· Arrange transportation

· Arrange with other teachers for students to miss 2 class periods

· Parent permission slips

Lesson Activities

Report to bus to be transported to the Open Shelter. Allow the director to lead discussion and present information. Allow two 45-minute class periods. Included is the information give during the visit to the Open Shelter.

Lesson Seven:  Survey Development & Shots for Shelter Basketball Tournament
Time:  45 minutes; SLC: 1D

Objective:
Students will be able to distribute survey to the student body to assess knowledge of homelessness

Materials Needed:  Computers

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Review KWL and add or delete any information. Remind students of their knowledge about homelessness before beginning their project. 

Part 2

Have students design 7 survey questions. This survey will be given to the student body. The questions should assess what Barrett Middle School students think about homelessness and the images they have about homeless people. Have each group design a few questions and then have the class vote on which questions they think will provide the most accurate information.

Part 3

Assign 2 or 3 students to type the surveys on the computer and print them out. While students are typing the surveys, talk to the rest of the class about the Shots for Shelter basketball tournament. The tournament will be held after school. Any one who would like to participate needs to organize a team of 5 players. Each player needs to be a student at Barrett Middle School. Each team will pay an entry fee of $5.00. Have students design posters to publicize the tournament.

Lesson Eight: Writing an Effective Business Letter/Making an Effective Phone Call

Time: 45 minutes;  SLC: 13B

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Write letters to businesses requesting donations

2. Initiate telephone conversations with businesses to request donations

Materials Needed

Telephones; phone books; envelopes; parent volunteers

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Have students organize into their project groups. Explain to the class that they are to start contacting businesses to request donations to the Open Shelter. As a class write a letter to send to businesses to request donations. As a class write a telephone script to use when making phone calls.

Part 2

In project groups, have each group make a list of 6-7 businesses they could contact. Have each group write the business name on a sheet of paper. Then, using the telephone book have student look up the address and phone number of each business and write the information next to the company name.

Part 3 (this lesson might need more than one day and additional follow-up)

Allow each group along with the supervision of a teacher or parent volunteer to make phone calls using the information they collected from the telephone book. While one student is using the telephone have the other students start addressing envelopes to send letters. (Attached is the outline for the telephone conversation and donation letter. Also included is the tax exemption letter from the Open Shelter)

Lesson Nine:  Manor Life During the Middle Ages: Research Project

Time:  45 minutes; SLC: 1C

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Identify difference resources used to complete a research paper

2. Research Medieval topic to write a research paper

Materials Needed

· Research packet; reserve the library

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Hand out research packets to students in class. Discuss research project.  Each student will write a 4-paragraph newspaper article about manor life during the middle ages. They may choose their topic from the list on the research packet. Once everyone has their topics chosen, researched, written, and typed, the articles will be place in newspaper format and presented to the class. In groups, students will give their “manor” a name, their newspaper a name, and will create a coat of arms for their manor as well as a flag.

Part 2

Have students report to the library. With the help of the librarian review the research packet. It will explain how to use resources to find information. Also, explain to students how to use the note cards to keep information and write a bibliography. Students must use 3 resources in their research.

Part 3

Model how to use a note card using the topic of “Guilds” and the textbook as a resource. Have students report to the library everyday for the next 7 days.

Lessons Ten and Eleven:  Research Project Development
Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 3A, 1D, 2A

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Use different resources to complete research paper 

2. Locate information from a source to write a bibliography

Materials Needed

· Library; research packets; textbooks, encyclopedias, books, on-line information

Lesson Activities
Part 1

Allow students the rest of the period to research their topics. Let students know they will only be given two days to research and write the information on their note cards. To be on schedule students need to finish 1½ cards (or resources) per day. 

Lessons Twelve and Thirteen:  Develop a Bibliography 

Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 1D, 3A
Objectives: Students will be able to

1. Write a research paper

2. Develop a bibliography

Materials Needed

· Research packet

Lesson Activities
Part 1

Using the research packet help students review the worksheet on how to write an outline of their article. A 4-paragraph  worksheet is included in the research packet.

Part 2

Have students write their outlines.

Part 3

Give students a sheet of lined white paper. Have students copy their outlines onto the paper. The research article written on the white paper should be their final hand-written copy. It should be written, as it will be typed on the computer.

Lessons Fourteen and Fifteen:  Completion of Research Article/Bibliography
Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 2A, 2B

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Type and finish research article

2. Type and finish bibliography

Materials Needed

· Reserve the computer lab

Lesson Activities
Send students to computer lab. Assign each student to a computer. Allow them the next two periods to type their article and bibliography and print it out. (An example of what they should look like is included)

Lessons Sixteen and Seventeen:  Create Manor Flag/Coat of Arms
Time:  45 minutes;  SLC: 1D

Objectives: Students will be able to

1. Create a flag for their manor

2. Create a coat of arms for their manor

Materials Needed

· Large construction paper; shield from research packet; colored markers

Lesson Activities

Allow students the next two periods to design a flag, a coat of arms, and organize all their newspaper research articles for their manor newspaper. Let them know that they will be presenting the entire research project on day 18.

Lesson Eighteen:  Presentation of Newspaper Article
Time: 45 min.  SLCs: 1D, 2A, 2B

Objective: Students will be able to give an oral presentation

Materials Needed: tape

Lesson Activities
Part 1

Allow each group to present its group newspaper, flag, and manor. The groups should be able to tell the class why it used specific colors on its flag and why it chose the name it did for its manor. Each presentation should be approximately 5minutes. Tape all flags, newspapers, and coat of arms on the wall.

Part 2

After all presentations are through lead a group discussion comparing homes during the Middle Ages with homes of today. Ask students why homes have changed. Ask students why they think everyone does not have a home or shelter. 

Lesson Nineteen:  Survey Analysis/Presentation
Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 1D, 12C, 13B

Objective: Students will be able to measure statistics from a survey

Materials Needed

· Completed surveys from day 7

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Have students get into their project groups. Have each group take a section of surveys. Explain to students how to keep a record of findings and transfer them into statistics. When all groups are completed have groups orally report their findings. Next, compile all findings and organize into a presentation.

Part 2

Have each group take one of the questions with its answer and create a poster to display in the hall for the rest of the school to see. If the school has a central bulletin board you could display the survey results there. Make an announcement to the entire student body to check out the results (attached is an example of the survey findings).

Lesson Twenty:  Newspaper Analysis/Credibility

Time: 45 minutes; SLCs: 3C, 1D, 12C, 1C

Objective: Students will be able to analyze a newspaper article and check for credibility

Materials Needed

· Current event articles

Lesson Activities
Part 1

Allow members of group #5 to present their newspaper current event articles about homelessness.

Part 2

Hand out newspaper current event articles (attached). Read articles as a class or organize class into a jigsaw method and rotate articles. Compare articles with the information the Open Shelter gave. Have students write a3-paragraph essay about each article. The essays should respond to this question:

Do you think this article is correct in the information it presented? Why or why not? What do you think should be done to help minimize the group homeless population?

Lesson Twenty-One:  Economic Factors Related to Homelessness
Time:  45 minutes:  SLCs: 2B, 8A, 8B,12C

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Explain why everyone cannot afford a home or shelter

2. List economic factors involved in providing home and shelter

Materials Needed

· Project Reality packet, calculators; newspapers

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Project Reality packet will be needed for the next 5 lessons. You will want to organize your time according to how much or how little detail you want your students to experience. Some of the work will need to be assigned as homework i.e. worksheet on credit cards, insurance companies etc. This project will make a BIG difference in the way your students understand why everyone is not able to afford housing. Suggestion: complete at least one worksheet per day.  

Lesson Twenty-Two: Preparation for City Council Presentation
Time:  45 minutes; SLCs: 3A, 3C

Objectives: Students will be able to:

1. Write presentations to City Council

2. Orally present project to City Council

Materials Needed

· Computers; appointment with city council; parent permission letters

Lesson Activities
Part 1

Review KWL with students. Review project goals with students and ask if we have achieved our goal.

Part 2

Ask for volunteers to present segments of the project to city council. Assign these students different topics and allow them to write their own presentations and type them on the computer. While volunteer students are working on their presentations have the rest of the class finalize any make-up work or assignment that has not yet been completed.

Part 3 (this might need to be done on day 28, check your time availability)

Set up a stand in front of the class and have those students who are presenting to city council rehearse their presentations to the class. Make sure students speak clearly and understand all words. (Attached are examples of presentation that were written)

* City council presentation is an after-school activity to be held on May16, ,2002 at 5:30 p.m. Ask parent volunteers to drive to council chambers.

Lesson Twenty Three:  Donation Pick –up /Social Action Student Survey
Time:  45 minutes;  SLCs: 2A, 12C, 13B

Objective: Students will be able to:

1. Present project to the directors of the Open Shelter
2. Understand the impact of their civic participation

Materials Needed
· Appointment with shelter directors to pick up donations from the school

· Social action student survey

Lesson Activities

Part 1

Invite shelter directors to class. Thank them for coming. Present them with the donations and money that was collected through the Shots for Shelter basketball tournament and letter writing and telephone campaign accomplished by the students.

*Class was able to raise $282.61 in cash and collect 669 individual items.

Part 2

Allow directors to describe and explain to students the individuals who will benefit from their hard work and donations.

Part 3

Have students take Social Action Student Survey. This survey will help the teacher assess the impact of the project and student knowledge of social issues and the urgency of civic participation.

IX.  Activities Needing Extra Time

*Remember not included in lessons are:

(Twice-weekly meetings for project groups to meet and organize their section of the project. You will need to allow extra time for this.

(Extra time for project groups to follow-up on getting businesses to

donated items or how to collect the items once they are donated. Students were not allowed to pick up donations. The teacher or parent volunteer should arrange to collect donations. 

(Shots for Shelter basketball tournament fundraiser. This fundraiser 

was announced over the school intercom daily. Publicity signs, parent permission slips, and team sign-up forms are included in day #7 lesson. This tournament operated like the NCAA college basketball tournament does. It was single elimination. It was everyday after school for one week. Each team had to pay an entry fee of $5.00. A daily admission of 50¢ was charged for spectators. The final two teams played each other in front of the school during an assembly.

(Lisa Kick from 10TV news came to class and interviewed the students about the project. The interviews were show on a 10TV newscast segment called, “Connecting with Kids.” A copy of the parent permission slip is included in the miscellaneous section.

(Sue Hagen, reporter for THIS WEEK newspaper, observed a class, interviewed students, and came to the city council meeting. She wrote an article about the project and published it in a Sunday edition of the newspaper. A copy of the article and parent permission slip is included in the miscellaneous section.

