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I. Unit Overview and Rationale
The Reader’s Digest Great Encyclopedic Dictionary defines discrimination as “act(ing) toward someone or something with partiality (unfairness or bias) or prejudice (hatred or dislike for a particular group of people)”.

Discrimination has been present in virtually every society of the world at one point or another. It has affected the lives of individuals, families, and whole groups of people. Discrimination has the potential strength to change the borders of nations and empires and the history that occurs within them.  Discrimination directly or indirectly at one time or another has somehow affected each person in the world whether or not they realize it.

This unit will serve to highlight acts of discrimination throughout history as well as modern society. In the process of doing so, students will gain a greater understanding of discrimination’s effects throughout history and come to the understanding that discrimination can take on many forms.

II. Project Goals

Students will:
1. understand what discrimination is; that it takes place based on any number of factors (race, religion, sex, ethnicity, economic class, sexual orientation, physical appearance) through illustrative examples provided to them

2. become aware of the historical details and some of the lasting effects of discrimination upon different groups of people throughout time

3. develop a greater understanding of the different forms of discrimination that present themselves in our society through the media, speakers and other primary sources

4. be able to identify how contemporary school and community acts of discrimination affect them

5. understand the legal consequences that face individuals who are found guilty of discrimination in either their school or community 

6. develop and execute a school-based social action project that makes a measurable impact upon discrimination in some form

III. Purpose

A:  Content

1. Discrimination in India: The Caste System

2. Discrimination in Rome: Throwing the Christians to the Lions

3. Discrimination in Germany: The Beginnings of the Holocaust

4. Discrimination in Africa: Apartheid and South Africa

B:  Social Action Project Aim 
To educate students how to identify sexual orientation/ gender discrimination and to come up with a campaign-style program to make a measurable change in the school community with regards to the above issue.

Activities

· National Organization for Women speaker on sexism and sexual harassment

· American Civil Liberties Union speaker on G/ SO discrimination as it relates to the US Constitution’s Bill of Rights

· Research paper on NOW issues

· Student construction and scoring of school-wide survey to assess factual knowledge, opinions and personal experiences about G/ SO discrimination

· Student creation of a teacher workshop to identify, target and stop G/ SO discrimination within their classrooms

· Student creation and multiple performances of an outreach program to raise awareness and make a measurable change with regards to G/ SO discrimination in the school community

· Creation of posters, website and Public Address announcements for use at school to raise awareness of Project Overcome (Social Action Project)

· Basketball Tournament to introduce students to Project Overcome

· Collection of supplies from local businesses to send to female students in Afghanistan

Target Audience

10th grade World History Challenge students, parents, Brookhaven High School students and faculty, local media

Subject/Grade

10th Grade World History Challenge 

IV. Curriculum Alignment

(Note: SLC stands for State Learning Competency which is a required topic or item of the curriculum that must be taught as mandated by the State of Ohio.)

SLC 1: Analyze information about major historical developments by 


b. identifying and comparing experiences and perspectives

c. assessing credibility of sources (primary and secondary sources, biased and objective accounts)


d. interpreting data (charts, graphs, narratives, illustrations and photographs)

SLC 2: Identify and explain cause and effect relationships for major historical developments, 

             including: 


a. historical antecedents (related and unrelated events)


c. accidental, irrational and unexpected circumstances

SLC 3: Use information about different cultures to explain the consequences of contacts 

             between  peoples from 1750 to present by examining: 


c. incidents of discrimination

SLC 5: Utilize geographic resources to 


a. locate places by consulting at least two references.


b. describe relative location by using compass directions, time and distance.

SLC 9: Differentiate between democratic and totalitarian governments with regard to 

             purposes, processes, structures and examples of each type.

SLC 12: Analyze civic issues by identifying 


a. alternative points of view




c. potential impact on individuals, groups or institutions.


d. ways to resolve issues applying the principles of fairness and justice.

SLC 13:  Explain the importance of participatory citizenship in a democratic society by 


b: describing various means of civic participation


c: analyzing issues related to civic participation in various nations.

V.  Active Teaching Methods Employed

· Cooperative Group Learning

· Jig Saw

· Chalk Talk

· Interview Learning

· Individual Learning

· Simulations

· Class discussion

VI. Materials/ Resources Needed

· Overhead projector; computer; digital camera; markers, colored pencils, crayons; worksheets; handouts; school supplies (donated by local businesses)

VII. Community/Governmental Participation

· Kaleidoscope (Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender Youth Support

· Local Media ( WBNS 10TV, ThisWeek Northland, OutLook)

· National Media (Tavis Smiley Show on NPR)

· Brookhaven High School Faculty

· Brookhaven High School Student Body

· Columbus Chapter of NOW

· ACLU of Ohio

· Parents

· Local Businesses

· Ohio General Assembly (Legislative Body of Ohio)

· Columbus School Board

VIII. Step-by-Step Implementation 

· Introduction and Brainstorming


Met with students/ selected Topic


Distributed checklist and rubric for grade to students


Students brainstormed sub-groups and their responsibilities

· Met with Principal to update him on the Project and ensure support

· Portfolio: NOW Paper


Assigned Paper


NOW Representative visited class and spoke


NOW Paper collected/ due

· Survey Group


Question Writing Lesson


Question Writing Session


Question Selection


Building-Wide Survey Construction


Building-Wide Survey Distributed


Survey Data Tabulated


Survey Date Analyzed for trends by entire class


Pre/ Post Surveys created for Public Speaking Group presentations

· Afghanistan Group


Phone Calling Lesson/ Presentation


Business Letter Writing Lesson/ Presentation


Phone Script Writing


Practice Calling


Real Calling/ Faxing

· Curriculum: Indian Caste System Lesson

· Public Speaking Group


Presentation Lesson


Presentation/ Skit Writing Session


Presentation/ Skit Selection


Presentation/ Skit Construction


Presentation/ Skit Practice


Presentation “Teaser” for entire school faculty


Presentations Given Throughout the School to Students

· Curriculum: Roman/ Christianity Lesson

· Portfolio: Then & Now Interview Paper Assigned/ Collected

· Publicity Group


Brainstorm Ideas to help


Work on Individual Ideas (Posters, Announcements, Web Page, T-Shirts, etc.)

· Curriculum: Holocaust Lesson

· Curriculum: Apartheid Lesson

· Portfolio: Reflection Paper Assigned

· Rubric: Rubric distributed to students for self-grading

· Community Conference


Invitation List Brainstormed


Invitations created


Invitations mailed (1 month before date of Conference)


Media Invitations Faxed/ Mailed


RSVP List developed


Food/ Drink donations for Conference solicited from Community


Community Conference 

· Portfolio: Reflection Paper Due

· Rubric: Meetings with each students to determine their Project Grade (their self-done rubrics are taken into account)

Lesson Outlines

Lesson One:  Discrimination in India: The Caste System
Time: 85 minutes; SLCs: 1,2,5

Objectives:   Students will be able to:

1. learn the reasons for the construction of the caste system

2. be cognizant of how it worked

3. experience first-hand a modified version of the caste system through a simulation held within the classroom

Materials Needed:  trash; digital camera; worksheet hand-outs

Lesson Activities:
Students learn about the caste system through a worksheet given to them the night before with their homework. After entering into the classroom, we go over the worksheet to check to make sure their information is correct. The students are then turned into “Untouchables” and forced to pick up mounds of trash in other cooperating classrooms without looking, touching or communicating in any other way with the students in the other classrooms. The students return to their original classroom and discuss their experience with each other and their teacher.

Assessment

Students are given a handout with several questions on it and asked to write a paragraph on each.

Lesson Two:  Discrimination in Rome: Throwing the Christians to the Lions 
Time: 85 minutes; SLCs: 1,2,5

Objectives:  Students will be able to:

1. analyze primary sources to understand the threat Christianity posed to the Roman Empire

2. analyze primary sources to understand the methods the Roman Empire used to attempt to stop the spread of Christianity

3. draw individual conclusions as to why the Roman efforts failed to stop the spread of the religion

Materials Needed

Textbook;  “Throwing the Christians to the Lions: Fact and Legend” internet printout

Lesson Activities

Students will read the section of the textbook that covers the beginnings of Christianity and the Roman response. Students will read the Internet Worksheet. Students will then engage in a class discussion to answer the following question: Why did the Romans fail?

Assessment

Participation in class discussion.

Lesson Three: Discrimination in Germany: The Beginnings of the Holocaust
Time: 85 Minutes; SLCs: 1,2,3,5,9

Objectives:   Students will be able to:

1. experience the role of “persecuted” or the “persecutors” during the enactment of the 

Nuremberg laws through an in-class participation

2. learn about the Nuremberg laws and their effect on the daily life of Jews in pre-World 

War II Germany

Materials Needed

Colored slips of paper; Textbooks (unevenly distributed);  worksheets; tape

Lesson Activities

Students will choose their “ethnic group” by reaching into a paper bag and blindly selecting a

slip of paper. They will wear this paper during the entire game. The color of the paper will 

determine their rights and freedoms. It will determine whether or not they can move freely, sit       

where they want, talk to who they want, etc. The students who are ethnically “superior” can   

use the “inferior” students, move them and take complete control of their lives. Eventually, 

these students will be eliminated from the game, because they will be a liability to 

their country.

Assessment

Informal class discussion.

Lesson Four:  Discrimination in Africa: Apartheid and South Africa
Time: 85 Minutes SLCs: 1,2,3,5,9

Objectives:  Students will be able to:

1. learn the historical origins of Apartheid

2. explain how Apartheid worked

3. use primary sources to account for some of the effects of Apartheid

Materials Needed

· South Africa/ Apartheid Timeline

· Truth and Reconciliation Commission Testimonies (2)

· Copies of “We Remember District 6”

· “We Remember District 6” Worksheet

Lesson Activities

Students will each get a copy of the SA/ A timeline. They will then make placards with the key events (without the dates on them) and have to assemble them correctly in chronological order 

as an entire class. Once completed, the class will go over the newly reconstructed timeline to 

make sure it is in order. The class will then take turns reading aloud the 2 testimonies from the TRC. Finally, to cover the Group Areas Act, the class will read from “We Remember District 6”and complete the assigned worksheet as homework.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on a unit test for this information.

Lesson Five:  How to Write an Effective Survey Question
Time:  45 Minutes 

Objective: Students will be able to write an effective survey question that can be used to measure data from a selected group of respondents

Materials Needed

· “Writing an Effective Survey Question” Online Document

· Survey Question Writing Worksheets (5 per student)

Lesson Activities

Students will read the handout and write several practice questions on the worksheets. We will go over these as a group and go from there.

Assessment: 
None.

Lesson Six:   How to Make an Effective Phone Call
Time: 15 Minutes 

Objective:  Students will be able to make an effective phone call for interview purposes, networking contacts and business partnerships

Materials Needed

Phone Call Tips Handout

Lesson Activities

Students will see a presentation made by other students who have had experience making     

phone calls to get donations for their projects. After the presentation and a short questions and 

answer session, students will develop a phone script to use in their phone calls. They will then

practice with each other to get ready for the real thing.

Assessment:  
None.

Lesson Seven:  Writing an Effective Business Letter
Time: 45 Minutes

Objective:  Students will be able to write an effective business letter.

Materials Needed

“How to Write an Effective Business Letter” Handout

Lesson Activities

Students will read the handout on how to write an effective business letter. They will then write their own business letter asking for a donation to a fictitious employee of a fictitious company.  The letters will be critiqued and returned with suggestions by the teacher.

Assessment

Grading of business letters.

