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iMovie 08 is consumer-level digital video editing software for Macintosh. You can use 
iMovie 08 to edit the footage you film with digital video cameras and HD video cameras. 
The sections below will help you use iMovie 08 to edit your video efficiently. 
If you are unfamiliar with iMovie08 you may want to have a look at an overview of the 
iMovie08 screen, to learn some of the menus and buttons. 

 
 

 
Getting Started 
Creating a New iMovie 08 Project 
Importing Video Clips Into IMovie 08 
Previewing Your Movie 
Organzing Clips 
Adding Clips to Your Project 
Clip Adjustments 
Adding Media 
Adding Titles 
Adding Transitions 
Sharing your video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O V E R V I E W  

T AB L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  

http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/studenttech/tutorial/dv/imovie.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/studenttech/tutorial/dv/imovie.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/studenttech/tutorial/dv/imovie.html
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Monitor Window - views clips or your final iMovie project 
Cam Switch - brings up the Importing window 
Timeline - shows current position in clip and also used for editing 
Flip Switch - switches the position of the Project and the Events 
Mouse scrubbing - controls the playback of your footage 
Volume Slider - increases or decreases the volume 
Frame Adjustment - adjusts the size of the thumbnails for your clips 
Clip Viewer - organizes your clips in the order you choose 
Event Library - stores imported clips from the digital video camera 
Imported Clips - shows video/still clips you have imported 

 
 

G E T T I N G  S T AR T E D   
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C R E A T I N G  A  N E W  I M O V I E  0 8  P R O J E C T  
 
To begin editing the video you recorded, you will need to create a new project in iMovie 
08. To do this, click on the iMovie 08 icon in the Applications folder (Fig1). 

 

 
Fig 1.  
 
When the iMovie 08 screen appears, click New Project, or you can access other projects 
by clicking on them in the Project Library.  
 

 
Fig 2. 
 
The New Project button is the button designated with a plus sign (Fig2). Click on the 

button to create a new movie project. You will also then select the aspect ratio for your 
project, either 4:3 fullscreen or 16:9 widescreen. 
 
* Fullscreen footage is shaped more like a square; widescreen footage is shaped more a 
like a rectangle (often with black bars at the top and bottom of the screen). 
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I M P O R T I N G  V I D E O  C L I P S  I N T O  I M O V I E  0 8  
 
Before you can edit your footage you must import it into the computer. To start importing 
footage, do the following: 
 
Click on the Camera Mode icon to make sure iMovie 08 is in Camera Mode (Fig 3) 
Set the switch on the left to Automatic if you want iMovie to log the clips for you. To do 
it Manually, hit the Capture button to start importing and stop to end that particular clip 
(Fig 4). Use the VCR controls on the camera to move the tape to where you would like to 
import it. When you hit Capture, it will ask you to add the clips to an existing event, or to 
create a new event (Fig 5). 

 

 
Fig 3 
 

 
Fig 4  
 

 
Fig 5 
 
When you have reached the end of your footage, click the Done button to stop 

importing. 
 


