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Ribeaufit Howard'swish list, leaderssay
BGSU presidengoesto WashingtonAug. 1

By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Howard University hada clearvision for its 16th president.

After "listeningtours"andothermeetingswith the university

p'| communityandalumniaroundtheworld, it wasevidentthe
personshouldbe a strong academiteaderwith a focuson

} guality, an experiencednanagemwho getsresults,andsomeone
|| with greatcommunicatiorand fund-raisingskills.
4

| Bowling GreenState UniversityPresidenSidneyRibeaufit that
description.

"We sawthoseskills, we sawthoseattributes but what really
madeit absolutewerethe resultshe hadat Bowling Green,"A.
Barry Rand,chairmanof Howard'sboardof trusteessaid.

Mr. Ribeau,60, whohasled BGSUfor 13 yearswasat Howard
yesterdayintroducinghimself andbeginning tobuild relationships
with his newcampuscommunityin a seriesof town-hall
meetings.

Ribeau

[Z] Zoom | Photo Reprints

Mr. Ribeaucould not be reachedor comment.

“I'm pleasedo sayl hada numberof peoplewho walkedup andsaid,"You guysmadea very good
choice,™ Mr. Randsaid.

Mr. Ribeauofficially will becomeHoward'spresidenbn Aug.1, succeedingd. Patrick Swygert,who
will retireafter 13 years.

Detailsof Mr. Ribeau'scontractarenot beingmadepublic, buttax recordsshowthat duringthe 2005-
2006 yearMr. Swygerthada total compensatiof morethan$552,000.
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Mr. Ribeau'ssalaryat BGSU s almost$314,000.

Mr. Ribeauwasselectedo leadHowardafter a highly competitive eightmonth,nationwidesearctthat
yielded morethan250 candidatesAbout eight weranterviewedby thesearchcommittee.

"The thing that stands ounostabouthim is the respecthat hehasgarneredrom not only the university
community,but the communityin Ohio," saidMarcusWare,the outgoingpresidenof the Howard
University StudentAssociationwho wason thepresidentiakearchcommittee.

Mr. Waresaidstudentdelt it wasimportantto havea presidenthey could connectwith andwho had
their bestinterestsn mind.

Mr. Ribeau'sprogramgfor studentssuchasthe BGeXperienceandthe President's eadershipAcademy,
and his relationshipwith the studentbody sethim apart,Mr. Waresaid.

The chairmenof the searchcommittee former Secretaryof State ColinPowellandRichardD. Parsons,
chairmanof Time WarnerInc., alsosaidin a statementhat Mr. Ribeau'sxperienceandreputation
madehim a good fit.

"The searchcommitteewasvery impressedvith Dr. Ribeau'scredentialsand his reputationasa
facilitator of changeandcollegial leader,"Mr. Powell said.

"He is a charismaticexecutivewho works effectively inside and outsidethe institutionhe heads."

Mr. Parsonsadded:'Dr. Ribeaubrings toHowarda completeacademiaesumehavingservedas
professordean,andvice presidentHe hasbuilt a well-roundedandimpressiveresumeasa scholarand
academideaderin highereducationrandhasa solid recordasan effectivefund-raiser.”

UnderMr. Ribeau'deadershipBowling Green's'Building Dreams"capitalcampaignexceededts $120
million goalayearaheadof schedule.

Howard completedts largestcapitalcampaignn Decemberraising$275 millionin five years topping
its goal of $250 million.

ContactMeghanGilbert at:

mgilbert@theblade.com
or 419-724-6134.
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