TCOM Alumni-Student Development Fund Application Procedure (2010-11 Academic Year)
A. Qualifications

This fund is made available to qualified Telecommunication majors to aid them with their professional development activities and facilitate sharing of knowledge gained from these activities. An applicant can request up to $400 and thus the number of total recipients may vary depending on the amount awarded to individual students. The fund will provide financial support to our outstanding TCOM students for the purpose of professional development which can include the following expenses: 

· Travel and accommodation costs to attend professional conferences related to telecommunications & media studies. 

· Registration fees for professional conferences related to telecommunications & media studies. 

· Cost of purchasing relevant, professional reference books or other educational materials. 

· Production costs and entry fees for film festivals or other media industry-related contests and competitions. 

· Student membership fees for media and telecommunications-related professional associations and organizations. 

· Partial support for travel or accommodation expenses incurred due to high profile and competitive internships at national/international level or media-related study abroad programs .

B. Preparation for Application 

If you have a professional activity that meets the criteria specified above, you have to plan early. You can apply for the fund based on contingency. For example, if you decided to apply for a high profile internship such as ESPN in New York and don’t know whether you’ll get it, you should still apply early so that you know the fund is available to you once  you are selected for the internship. When you know the internship result, you should notify the scholarship committee immediately to ensure its availability for you. If you were not selected for the internship or its equivalent, the fund will be made available for the next applicants. 

C. The Decision Process

The fund is divided into two pools (fall/spring) and administered on the semester-basis. Applications are accepted starting on the first day of each semester and continue to be accepted until the allocated amount is exhausted for the semester.  Funding support decision will be made by the Telecommunications Department Scholarship Committee, in consultation with the Department Chair and a representative of the TCOM Alumni Advisory Board. The form can be found on the TCOM website. Please type or enter on computer to complete the form. Submit the application form and other support materials as e-mail attachment to Dr. Sung-Yeon Park, Chair of the TCOM Scholarship Committee, at least four weeks prior to the requested expenses are incurred. The committee will conduct a review of the applications on the 15th of every month in the academic year.  No summer applications will be considered.  

D. Reimbursement & Post-Activity Report

Only expenses with original receipts will be reimbursed. Depending on the activities, the Department may add some conditions for the funding.  Recipients are required to share their experience gained from the funded professional activity by writing for the TCOM newsletter or the department Website/TCOM Blackboard community.  In academic year 2009-10, a total of four students received the fund. Reports from prior recipients of the fund can be found on the TCOM Major Blackboard Community’s Internships and Jobs menu under Student development fund recipient’s reports.

